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BIRTHS. 
Oo the 10th August, at Wotton-under- Fdga, 
Gloucestershire, to Mr. and Mrs, A. Viyran Hoaa, 
a daughter. 
On the 10th August. at Sheerness, the wife of 
Lieut. J. Unmson Hope, Royal Garrison Artillery, 
of a d-ughter. 


‘ MARRIAGE. 


At 8t. Paul’s Church, Carlisle, on the 10th 
inst.. by the Rev. W.E. Strickland, Vicar, assisted 
by the Rev Canon Loftie. and the Rev. Syden- 
ham Dixon, uncle of the bride, Geratp Bruce 
St Pizerz Bunaury, eldest son of Major and Mrs. 
Bunbury, Bedford, and Frances Mary Ouivia, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs. Dixon, Blackwell 
Todge, Cumberland.—(By cable). 


DEATHS, 


On July 24th, at Daitotei, North Formosa, 
Aeraur Fegpegick Garpiner, aged 44 ye 
only surviving son of Colonel Thom gs George 
Gardiner, late 8rd Fat (The . Buffs), Twicken- 
ham, Middlesex. 

On August 5th, at Balmain, Sydney, N.S.W., 
Mrs. Lz», senr., mother of John Lemm, architect 
—By telegraph. 


ARRIVAL OF MATL. 


“The German Mail of the 14th ultino 
arrived per s.s. Bulow on the Gth inst. 


Lonpon OrFice: 131, FLeer Street, E.C, 


FAR EASTERN NEWS, 


A Peking telegram states that England and 
America have proposed that the second Upium 
Conference be held at The Hague. 


A Committee of the leading Japanese 
fesidents af Shanghai has started a fund for 
the relief of sufferers by the great fire at Osaka. 


A telegram was received in Shanghai last 
week stating that Hongkong would be unable 
to send a team for the projected interport 
polo tournament. ; 


Mr. Th. H. Lyle, H. B. M. Consul at Chieng- 
mai, is proceeding home on leave. Mr. T. F. 
Carlisle, H. HK. M. ¢ onsul at Hanoi, is also 
shortly going home on leave. 


T. I. H. Prince and Princess Nashimoto, who 
have been touring in Europe, have returned 
home via Siberia. They made a brief stay in 
Seoul and reached Tokyo last week. 


The Yokohama Dock Co., Ltd., is going to 
raise a loan of 1,000,000 yen for the expansion 
of its business. For this purpose negotiations 
have already been opened with some foreign 
capitalists. 

The export of watches from Japan began in 
1906, and the output then reached some 
Y.840,000, but in 1907 tha amount decreased to 
Y.630,000 and in 1908 to Y¥.410,00 '" the principal 
cause thereof being the depreciation of silver. 
The principal markets for Japanese watches 
are China, Hongkong and India. 


Shanghai papers report that Mr. A. Oppen- 


heim-Gerard, chief shipping olerk of the 
Standard Oil Co., has committed snicide by 


| shooting himself in the head with a revolver up 


the Soochow Creek. The body was recovered 
by the River Police and conveyed to the 
Mortuary. The deceased had been very nervous 
the past few days. 


The Yalu River district has recently suffered 


.much from floods. The old town of Antung has 


been dlmost submerged. ‘she Japanese residing 
in the old town are rendering assistance, and 
the Red Cross Hospital and the Sino-Japanese 
Charitable Union are doing everything in their 
power to succour the Chinese sufferers. The 
new town has not been injured thus far. 


A meeting has been held in the Macao 
Chinese Hospital, at which the Chinese Com- 
munity of that Colony resolved to aénd a special 
telegram to the Lisbon Government praying 
that Senhor Rocados might be retained as 
Governor of Macao. This action shows how 
much Senhor Rocados’ administration in Macao 
is appreciated even by the Chinese Community. 


Woe drew attention sometime ago to a state- 


ment made by the breeder of the King’s Derby 
horse was called after the 
second son of his Japanese gardener and that 
meant “success.” A 
Japanese coatemporary referri:g to our para- 
graph, eays that the word “success” is not a 
good translation of the word “ Minoru,” which 
is an intransitive verb and means “to ripen; 


winner that the 


the word “Minoru” 


bear fruit.” 


Mr. de Carcer, who has been Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Spain at Peking for the past eight years, and 
is the doy n of the diplomatic ‘corps in the 
Chinese capital, is shortly leaving-for Home to 
fill a position in the Foreign Office at Madrid. . 


With the departure of Mr. George Batler 
shanghai, says the N.C. Daily News, loses 
another old resident. Mr. Butler came ont here 
as a Chozee for a Greek firm as far back as 
1866, and since the late seventies he has lived 
almost continuously in Shanghai. Owing to 
advancing years Mr. Butler has decided to go 
home for good, and he will be missed by a large 
circle of friends. All the teamen met at Mr. 
Robert Anderson's flat, where they presented 
Mr. Butler with a handsome silver bowl in 
recognition of the high esteem and regard in 
which he is held. : 


Information reached Manila by mail last 
Saturday that Bishop Barlin, the first Filipino 
bishop of the Roman Catholic Church had been 
critically ill at Rome and had had administered 
to him the last sacrament of the church last 
Saturday. The information was received by 
mail by Ixbertas, but as the correspondent 
sending it added that in case of the death of 
the distinguished bishop of Nueva Caceres he 
would cable the fact, and no cable has been 
received, it is believed that he had rallied and is 
somewhat improved. Bishop Barlin has been 
ailing for several months past and was very siok 
when he left five months ago to make an official 
visit to Rome. 


Mr. Havelock Wilson stated in the House of 
Commons recently, with reference to the pre- 
valence of intoxication among the Chinese, that 
for every white man engaged on our ships there 
are three Chinamen, “and when a Chinaman 
comes down he is supported by half a dozen 
policemen. Members can see it going on ever 
day down at Poplar.” We can only say wi 
regard to this that Chinese in Poplar must be 
of atype very different from Chinese sailors 
we meet in China ports. In Hongkong, which 
enjoys the distinction of being in respect of 
tonnage the largest shipping port in the world, 
whore Chinese sailors may be seen in greater 
numbers than in any other port of the world, a 
drunken Chinaman is an extremely rare sight, 
and the charges of drunkennéss brought against 
Chinese in the local magistracy scarcely average 
one a month. 


An interesting and probably sensational case 
at the jlixed Court at Shanghai last Wed- 
nesday was expected to commence. Det.-Sergt. 
Kennerly had effected the arrest of the manager 
and editor and sub-editor of the Chinese news- 
paper called the Min Hoo-pa» (the “ eee 
Wail”) on a warrant charging them with falsely 
and maliciously publishing certain false, 
scandalous, malicious and defamatory libels of 
and concerning one Chu Sin-tsau. A further 
and more serious charge is to be preferred 
against the manager of the paper, viz., that of 
converting the sum of Tis. 28,000, coliected in 
aid of the Kiangsu Famine Fund, to his own 
use. He is alleged to have established a guild 
with the object of collecting subscriptious to- 
wards the famine fund in question, and of & 
total of something like Tis, 28,000 received only 
abowt Tls. 2,000 has been forwarded to the 
authorities in charge of the fund.- The 


complainant in the libel action is said to be an- 


expectant Taotai and a director of the Anhwei 
Railway. ‘ : 
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The death is announced of Mr. Edwards, chief 
superintendent of the Peking Syndicate in 
Honan. Mr. Edwards is reported to have taken 
his own life on Sunday week by shooting 
himself. It is believed that the tragic deed was 
the result of his sufferings under the heat. 

H. E. the Governor of Macao, Senhor 
Rocadas, ‘who has been appointed to the 
Governorship of Angola (Africa), was expected 


to leave Macao about the middle of the inanth, . 


but has now been instructed to await the arrival 
of his snecessor. It is not vet known whe the 
next Governor will be. 


Many of the’ European contractors whe 
have come to China. with the view to securing 


naval contracts, are leaving Peking one ufter | 


the other, says the Peking Daily News, The 
Imperial Government hax not yet made any 


decision as regards the nary and will not until. | 


financial matters are sottled. ; 

A meeting of Ratepayers of the German 
Concession at Hankow authorized the Munici- 
pal Council to raise a 7 per cent. loan of Tis. 
75.0: 0. Tts 30,000, in debentures of Ts. 100. will 
be issued shortly. Redemption does not com- 
mence before 30th June, 1914, and the loan is to 
be completely paid off by 30th June, 1934. 


A Vladivostok telegram states that it is 
expected that about 1,500 persons will go there 
from Japan to atteud the horse races to be held 
between September 6 and 19. About 82 horses 
from Japan have been entered for the meeting. 
The event is arousing much enthusiasm amon: 


the Vladivostok public. 


The revised law for physicians in Japan, which 
was passed at the last session af the Diet. was 
issued in the Official Gazette for July 19. The 
chief point of the law is that physicians are nat 
allowed to advertise in any way whatever their 
medical ability, methods of treating patients, or 
their past career. If they violate the law, they 
will be punished with fines ranging up to 100 
yen. The law also applies to dentists. 


Plans for the celebration of the 300th 
anniversary of the introduction of the art of 
printing into the Philippine Islands are now 
under way. At uine o'clock this morning, says 
the Cablencwa of the Ist inst., at the committce 
rooms of the Philippine Assembly. a meeting of 
those interested in the event will be held to 
decide upon the manner in which the celebratiou 


shall be held. 


A report states that. Mr. J. H. Mackintosh, 
of the firm of Mackintosh & ©>., of Shanghai. 
is endeavouring to secure capital in Eugland for 
a company in China, the China and Great 
Western Silk Manufacturing Company, Ltd. 
Half the capital of £1.000,°0 has bean 
The Directors 
in China are :—His Excellency Sheng Tan-Ho, 
H.E. Chu Pao-san (chairman of directors), and 
Messrs. Yang fing-tse. Chang Tse-yingr and 
Ting-Chia-hou. Mr. Mackintosh will be the 
managing director. 

“Mr. J. Mears, Inspector of Police at Kiu- 
kiang, was arrested on Saturday at Kulingz, and 
brought last Monday before Mr. G. T. C. Werner. 
H. B. M. Consul at Kiukiang. Mr. Wm. 8S. 
Fleming, attorney and counsellor at law, Shang- 
hai, prosecuted on behalf of the Chinese authori- 
ties. The accused was remanded till the 7th 
August. Mr. Francis Ellis. of Ellis and Hays, 
solicitors, Shanghai, will defend Mr. Mears. 
The charge is connected with the death of a 
Chinese coolie several months ago. Mr. H. P. 
Wilkinson, the Crown Advocats, visited Kiu- 
kiang in connection with the case some time 
ago, but apparently he did not think there was 
sufficient ground for prosecution. 


Northern newspapers report many deaths from 
heat apoplexy. The heat in the shade at Tien- 
tsin has reached 107 degrees Fahreuheit, and in 
Peking 115 deprees has been registered. At 
Peking on July 24 three Europeans at the Hotel 


du Nord were completely prostrated and did not | 


recover until the evening. <A great shock was 
caused the foreign community of Tientsin on 


Sunday week by the death of the Rev. Pere du ‘ 


Cray, SJ.,from heat stroke, and on the same 


evening Sgt. J. Aldridge, of the Army Service - 
Corps, died in the British Settlement, Tientsin, ' 


from the same cause. ltogether fifteen deaths 
occurred in Tientsin that day, all of which were 
due to the intense heat. The previous Friday 
snow fell on the summit of Mount Fuji inJapan. 


Mr. Cameron Forbes, Acting Governor- 
General of the Philippine Islands, has announc- 
‘ed that the stockholders of the Manila Liailroad 
| Company, at a recent meeting in London, agreed 
‘to accept the franchise for the extension of the 
‘ Manila Railroad Company's system in the Island 
of Luzon, retiring their bonds and accepting a 
‘yarantes by the insular government of four 
per cent. per annum on the invested capital’ 
conditiond! on the extension of the line inte 
Albay, into the summer capital, and along the 
new docks in the city of Manila. 


“Reports from Chemulpo state that on July 
‘26th Mr. Wada, Director of the Chemulpo 
Meteoralogical Observatory, collected a number 
of relies of the stone age in the grounds of his 
oficial house at Hakkeiven after digging for 
‘two hours only. It appeare that after the 
extablishtnant of the observatory on the top of 
Eungponghyon hill in 1902 he came to. the 
| conclusion that the place was a shell-mound from 
the shells which had frequently been found-at 
1 the top, notwithstanding that it was about 230 
(feet above the sea-level. He has: since been 
imuaking occasional observations, and, being 
convinced in his idea, has made the experimental 
excavation as above said. The relics discovered 


consisted of axes,‘arrowheads and swords all 


made of stone, besides a number of fragments of 
euthenware. . 


Mr. Werner, the British Consul at Kinkiang, 
writes in his annual report the following 
interest note with regard to the import of 
matches in the district: —At first sight it seems 
strange that the natives should pay 10,0007 per 
annum instead of making for themselves an 
article of so apparently simple a character. 
The sine gua non of  suceessful match- 
manufacture is a good wood, neither sappy. 
knotty nor cross-grained. Nothing but the 
choice portions of choice trees go to the match 
wiachine. Scraps are never used in making 
tiatches. Matches are manufactured in many 
ways and with various kinds of machines, the 
processes also varying in different factories, and 
often being secret to prevent their adoption 
ly rivals. Some matches are shaved with the 
grain from sawed blocks, others cut both ways 
ly saws. In some factories the blocks are 
loiled to make them cut easily, or a boiled or 
s‘eamed log is revolved on its own axis, and a 
shaving the thickness of a match cut round and 
round. This shaving is at the same time cut 
into lengths and split into match-sticks. The 
Chinese have not as vet possessed themselves of 
the necessary machinery, and suitable timber ix 
net found in many districts, so that this 
industry has not become established. 


A very large crowd assembled at the Kin Lee 
Yuen Wharf, Shanghai, to welcome Viceroy 
Chdng Jen Chun on his arrival last Tuesday 
A handsome awning had been erected and an 
escort of cavalry and a brass band were in 
attendance. As the ship passed the Clio and 


| playing of several lively airs, followed by the 
Chinese national anthem and the national 
anthems of Great Britain and France. 
ship came alongside promptly, and there was at 
' first a great rush of waiting officials to go 
aboard, but the Viceroy sent word that he would 
receive all guests at the Bureau of Foreign 
A ffairs, seeing only the three or four foreigners 
who were on the wharf to receive him. He 
quickly lauded and was taken away in a carriag« 
preceded by a Chinese cavalry escort and several 
| mounted French police as faras the Yang-king- 
pang bridge, from which point Municipal Sikh 
| troopers under Sergeants Spottiswoode and 
MacSweeuey, led the long procession to the 
‘ Hnreau of Foreign Affairs on Bubbling Well 
| oad. His Excellency expected to remain in 
Shanghai two or three days and proceed tu 
| Nanking by rail, his wife and family on the 
‘ Heinming proceeding to Nanking. A very 
larze number of Chinese officials and mer- 
[chants called on the Viceroy in the 
: afternoon and the street in front of the 
‘ kureau of Foreign Affairs was crowded wi> 
carriages. H. E. Yoan Shu Haun, the new 
Viceroy of Canton, was expected to arrive at 
Shanghai from Tsingtao on Sunday and proceed 
direct to Nanking, where His Excellency will 
meet Viceroy Chang Jen Chun, after which H E. 
will return to Shanghai to embark for his new 
post. 


' the French man-of-war it was greeted by the 


The 


THE FRENCH AVY. 
ce ay ag ah 
(Daily Press, August 7th.) 

Since the selection of the new French 
Ministry the telegrams have been silent on 
the political situation in France. The resig- 
nation of M. Cuemenceau can hardly fail 
to ntrike home to every Euglishman who 
has at heart the interests of his country, and 
is strangely associated with our recent 
neglect of the defences of the country. It 
is not for us to pass judgment on M. 
CLEMENCEAU, who did so much towards 
building up the Alliance between France 
and England, but it ia neteto be furgotien 
thit the main instrument in his fall was 
Detcasse; and it was mainly through the 
exertions of the latter that the Franco- 
English Alliance, which tothe older genera- 
tion of statesmen in both countries had 
seemed a pure contradiction in terms, had 
been shown to be both advisable and natural 
or both, Without, then, iu any way inter- 
(fering in French home politics, we cau 
according to our immediate point of view, 
equally sympathise with either side in the 
d acussion which led to M. CLEMBNCEAU'S 
enforced resiguation, It is uo source of 
sitisfaction to us to note how on many 
occasions lately France hax had to submit, 
without the power of retaliation, to snubs 
pat upon her by her continental neigh- 
hours, and it is now only too evident 
that rumours of the unpreparedness of 
France, especially with regard to the condi- 
tion of her Navy, were really at the bottom 
of these ungenerous allusions. It is not 
enay to account for the course of events that 
has resulted in Francea—once second in the 
world as a Naval Power, and ia respect to 
tha scientific attainments ef her officers, and 
the general preparedness of her ships in 
many respecis the first—sinking, till 
now she hardly counts us a bad fourth, 
and, in respect to ber immediate nrepared- 
ness, is almost at the bottom of the scale. 
In the old haleyon days of the French Navy 
it wae practically on appaaage of the pri- 
vileged claases, and even through all the 
Jevelling tendencies of the Revolution, they 
still contrived to preserv; its uristocratic 
tone. Even up to the time of the Second 
Empire the Navy had retained i's old aris- 
tocratic traditions, and it was only with the 
Third Republic that the bourgevisie ele- 
ment commenced to affect the old conditions. 
Simehow these new-fangled ideas did not 
coalesce with the uld; the new officers had 
not the same feeling of esprit, the discipline 
of the ships fell off; mercenary motives 
stood in the way of efficiency, the higher 
officers, finding taeir requisitions unattended 
t, gradually grew careless; and the younger 
d scovering that zeal did not conduce to 
promotion, left the work of the ship to the 
petty offic-rs, eo that the oll-time sympath 
between officers and crew gradually gave 
way; and men and officers formed in 
the ship two separate orders, each 
with its independent instincts and in- 
terests; and with no common esprit de 
corps. Another thing that has worked badly 
in the French Navy is the want of any 
tangible system, of compulsory retirement, 
so that ufter any long period of inaction the 
varivus offices are found to be occupied by 
men already grown old, and often incapable 
of performing the more active part of their 
duties. LIucapacity or indifference is the 
natural result, aod a condition arises which, 
combined with the other, has certainly 
iuterfered with the mo'i i.y of the Fleet. 

But what in a comparatively small way 
has acted detrimentally on the actual execu- 
tive of the Flee’, has also been assisted in the 
higher braaches of coutrol by somewhat 
similar disabilities. If the Fleet have 


” 
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suffered from the aristocratic pretensions of 
the older ranks failing to accommodate 
themselves with the junior bourgeoisie, the 
financial nec sities of the country have in 
the upper departments led to the paring 
down of supplies. A republican ministry 
has had little personal sympathy with the 
old style of officers whose requisitions the 
official branch was wont to put down to 
mere aristocratic pedantry. The two in 
fact had little sympathy. The Minister of 
Finance, from the necessity of the case, had 
to keep a close check on expenditure. ard 
impressed this on the Minister administer- 
‘ing the Navy. The higher officers, accustom- 
ed to the old traditions, were dissatisfied 
with what thev looked upon ag innovations ; 
and could not he got to comprehend the 
financial difficulties in the way. The result 
has been analmost complete estrangement 
between the Executive and the Supply 
departments. Deprived of useful counsel 
from the Executive class, the \ inister of 
_Mariné-has too often been driven to make 
reductions injurious to the efficiency of the 
- Fleet. The various departments ceased to 
‘work in harmony together, eo that ships, 
* armaments, and'ammunition were seldoin in 
unison, and one or other had to wait, some- 
times for years, the completion of the other. 
So extreme had been in cases the divergence 
that ships were found to be already out- 
classed before the completion of their arma- 
ments. It would take up too much space 
to trace the influence of this decadence of 
France as a Naval Power upon international 
politics since the Morocco difficulty arose, 
which, in the words of M. ChemENCcEAU, led 
France to “the greatest humiliation she ever 
suffered.” Germany sbowed to the world 
thst France was unwilling to risk a contest, 
but it has been left to a Commiesion in the 
year 1909 to reveal to the nation the deplor- 
able state to which the French Navy has 
really eunk. Prompt action has been taken 
on this report with a view to rehabilitate 
France as a Naval Power, but meanwhile 
Germany has stepped into her place as the 
second Naval Power in the world, menacing 
even the supremacy of Great Britain on the 
seas, and gaining correspondingly an in- 
fluence among the nations of the world, 
which has been especially evidenced of late 


in China. 
aon ANRENCATE KDEN 


RAILWAY QUESTION, 


————_~-~___ 
(Daily Press, August 9th.) 
Under an Agreement between Jupan and 
China made in Decemler, 1905, Japan 
acquired the right to improve the Antung- 


Mukden railway so as to make it fit 
for the conveyance of commercial and 
industrial goods of all nations. We have 


not at hand the text of the agreement, but 
its purport was as we have stated. The 
present line between Mukden and Antung, 
128 miles in lengtb, is a Decauville light 
railway of 24’ guage It was constructed vy 
the Japanese for military purposes during 
the war with Russia. The Commissioner of 
the Imperial Chinese Maritime Customs at 
Antung referred to it in bis 1907 Trade 
Report as “that wonderful little 29-inch 
track which overcame the Russiin forces in 
front of it by the weight of lead and stores 
which it belched forth at them from the 
railhead. It-remains as a splendid example 
of military engineering ; but, in its present 
form, it is a far too light and ambitious 
mountaineer to have any serious commercial 
importance attaching to it.” Mr. E. 8. 
Lrrtiz, who contributed to the N.-C. Daily 
News last week a descriptive account of a 
recent journey through Manchuria, thus 
refers to the line:—“Except for a 
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short distance out of Antung, and 
another small stage before Mukden, the 
entire journey is through mountains, and it 
is therefore a beautiful trip for scenery. 
The railway climbs painfully up the moun- 
tain sides to the summits, and in one place, 
owing to the zig-zags necessary to cross. a 
mountain, there are seven tracks, one above 
the other. The slow rate at which the train 
proceeds may be judged when it is stated 
that at one point the engine-driver left hia 
engine, and ran in front of it to a cutve. 
Having seen that the line was clear he 
waited until th> train overtook him and 
then jumped on board again. The bridges 
along the line are small wooden structures, 
some of them exceedingly high above the 
water. Cars are frequently jumping the 
track, which is insecure and most unsafe; 
in fact, there is considerable danger attend- 
ing the trip. The Japanese demand to 
reconstruct the line, and put it into proper 
working order, appears, therefore, reas n- 
able and necessary.” 

It was the intention of the Japanese rail- 
way administration to begin the reconstruc- 
tion of the line last Spring, and it was 
contemplated that within three years there 
would be a broad guage railway from 
Antung to Mukden, following in the main 
the course of the present light railway. 
China apparently contends that the agree- 
ment does not give to Japan the right to 
reconatruct the railway, but merely to 
‘improve ” it. and some contention has also 
arigen over the proposal of the Japanese to 
construct a bridge over the Yalu with a view 
to joining this Antung-Mukden line with the 
trunk line, over 600 miles in length, which 
runs through Korea. Mr. Kent, in his 
useful book entitled ‘‘ Rai!way Enterprise in 
China,” summarises the agreement in these 
terms: ‘The Antung-Mukden line is to 
be constructed and operated by Japan for a 
period of eighteen years, calculated from 
the 22nd of December, 1905. On the ex- 
piration of this period the Imperial Chinese 
Government have the ey to acquire the 
line at a price to be settled by arbitration.” 
More than three and a half years of that 
period have already elapsed, and the impa- 
tience of Japan at the delay due to Chin-se 
obstruction can be readily appreciated, for 
the longer the delay the less valuable the 
concession becomes from the commercial 
poi t of view. But the Chinese attitude 
apparently has been that Japan has not 
heen looking so much to its commercial as 
to its strategical value. This, however, is 
an argument which it is not easy to follow. 
If only strategical considerations entered 
into the matter, there would appeir to be no 
verv urgent reason for the reconstruction of 
the line, but it is admitted that if the line is 
reconstructed to standard guage and con- 
nected by a bridge across the Yalu the line 
would possess great commercial possibilities. 
T, e Customs Commissioner at Autung, who 
naturally sympathises {to some extent 


with the Chinese attitude, writes: ‘ Yet,. 


if both the bridge and the uew rails 
materialise, this route from Jupan to 
Siberia, now one of the most diver-ely 
interesting in the Fast, should h:cou:e one 
of the most frequently travelled.” - 

With regard to thé bridge across the 
Yalu the Chinese Authorities asked that the 
plans be so drawn as to provide for some 
form of draw or swiug over the cliannel, so 
that the Chinese town at Antung might not 
be subjected to thea inconvenience and 
expense of having all its deep-sea shipping 
preven‘ed from coming up to or nearer the 
Bund. The plan for the bridge, a structure 
3,182 feet long, divided into 200 and 300. 
foot truss spans, provided that it should be 
only 26 feet above high water. Since the 
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ordinary cargo boats within the harbour 
carry masts of from 30 to 40 feet; and. the 
sea-going junks, which ply regularly between 
Antung and Chefoo, have staffs averaging 
over 50 feet, China’e protest agaiust a c'ozed 
bridge of such a height as to hamper her 
sen-going traffic is a perfectly reasonable 
one. Such a protest could hardly be ignored 
by Japan, and though we do not know how 
this matter now stands, we cannot suppose 
that Japan has failed to see the reason- 
ableness of China’s objection and endea- 
voured to meat it. In the absence of 
any information on the point we assume 
this objection has been met, since it does 
not seem to have figured in the conteotion 
of late, which appears to be concerned solely 
with the question as to whether or not the 
improvement of the line contemplated by the 
agreement ccvers reconstruction. It seems 
so clear that the original intention was that 
Japan should have the right to make it aa 
commercially useful and valuable ag possible, 
that we cannot be surprised that Japan 
should have grown impatient under China's 
ohstructive tactics and decided to proceed 
with her plans forthwith. That the 
relations between the two Powers should 
have been strained to this extent is greatly 
to be regretted,-but the impartial observer 
cau hardly failto sympathise with Japan 
in the matter. : 


BOYCO[TS AND BLACKMAIL, 


————_-e>___—_. 
(Datly Press, August 10th) 

Now that the members of the Self. 
Government Soc'ety of Canton, at a meeting 
attended, according to the report we pub- 
lished yesterday, by several thousands of 
persons, have. enthusiasticaily réasolved to 
“have no further dealings with any firm, 
Chinese or foreign, who employ Portuguese 
clerks or assistants,’’ we trust strong diplo. 
matic action will be taken, not. by any 
individual Minister at Peking, but by the 
whole Diplomatic Body. During. the brief: 
existence of the Self-Government Society at 
Canton it has successfully engineered three 
boycotts agaiust| foreign com nercial 
interests, and has now entered upon a 
fourth, more far-reaching than any which 
have preceded it, but too far-reaching, 
peyhape, to be as successful as the others 
proved, if only there is combination among 
foreign firms to resist the domination of 
tlris mischievous organivation, We have 
seen boycotts successfully preached for a 
time, first, against American trade, then 
against Japanese trade, and latterly 
against a single British firm with 
extensive and manifold interests in China, 
Diplomatic action has proved futile, and 
experience has shown that when the boycott 
is directed against individual firm:, the 
quickest, if not the only, method of ending 
it is submission to a species of blackmail. 
Individual firms cannot be blamed for 
sacrificing principle to interest, but that 
this Society shoald be allowed to con- 
tinue to act in defiadce of the Treaties by 
imposing restraints on trade not only shows 
the Chinese administration to be scandalous- 
ly ineffective to secure the observance of the 
Treaties, but reflects seriously also upon the 
effectivenrss of diplomatic action at Peking. 
We have seen this Society since it came into 
existence not only p-eaching boycotts, but 
enforcing them with heavy penalties on 
insubordinate traders, and, what ia more, we 
have heard of one case where blackmail was 
paid by a firm simply to avoid a reference 
of a matter to the Self-Government Society, 
though the firm was well assured that the 
charge made had not the slightest foundas 
tion in fact. According to the Treatie- 
foreigners “shall receive and enjoy for 
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themselves and everything appertainiog 
to them the protection of the local 
authorities of government, who shall 
defend them from all insult and injury,” 
and the Diplomatic Body would surely 
be amply justified in insisting that 
the local authorities in Canton and 
throughout the Empire shall faithfully 
observe their obligation to defend foreign 
traders from the insult and injury 
which is being done to them by this 
constant succession of boycutts.  Self- 
Government Societies were called into 
existence by Imperial Edict to assist, and 
not to over-ride, the Government. Their 
proper course in such questions as have 
given excuse for the boycotts would have 
been to make. representations to the 
provincial or, iftnecessary, to the Imperial 
Government and to accept the decision as 
final. These Societies have len organised 
as training schools for the education of the 
people in Constitutional Government, but 
they are schools without teachers possessing 
the remotest iden, of what Constitutional 
Government really means, The Self-Govern- 
ment Societies are, it scems to us, never 
likely to fulfil their purpoge of paving the way 
for a Constitutional Government unless men 
qualified for the purpose are appointed to 
give the wuch-needed instruction and 
guidance; and in view of what the Self 
Government Society of Canton has done, 
and is still doing, the statesmen of China 
can hardly fail to grow extremely pessimistic 
regarding ‘the future of the Empire if the 
intention is fulfilled of granting a constitu- 
tional form of government at an early -date, 


““ CHINESERY.” 


—— 
(Daily Press, August 11th.) 

It is somewhat interesting to note that a 
new word (or rather a fresh use of an old 
word) has of late come into vogue, which 
admirably describes the ways of dealing of 
Chinese officials. The term “ Chinoiserie,” 
which was formerly used to describe the 
complicated patterns upon certain Chinese 
ornaments, has now heen adoyted as 
descriptive of the “ peculiar ways” of 
the Chinese official, and, by adapta- 
tion, to similar methods when followed by 
Europeane. A recent writer not inaptly 
applies it to GLapsronr's celebrated Home 
Rule Bill, which certainly could vie with 
anything that the Chinese can do in keeping 
the word of promise to our cars aud denying 
it to our hopes. Chinesery—to translate the 
word—is a very apt term for expressing 

, the wonderful kind of action on the part of 
Chinese officials with which those wuo have 
been Jong resident in China are so painfully 
familiar, but which it is extremely difficult 
to explain with anything like accuracy. 
Weall know what is meant, but it is not so 
easy to say in what ‘ Chinesery ” essantially 
consists. It is somcthing like the terms 
“good” and ‘bad,’ which evet the great 
Dr. Joanson did not attempt to define, 
contenting himself simply with’saying tbat 
“good” was ‘not bad,’ and ‘ bad” “ not 
good "—definitions which certainly do not 
carry you very far. Pos-ibly+ome help may 
be obtained from the Buddhistic idea of 

* “Nirvana,” which has been defined as 

“being and not being.” In a similar way 

“ Chinesery ” may be defined, not as “being 

and not being,” but as “doing and not 
doing "—acting, often with a great ap- 
pearance ef energy, in a certain direction 
with an effective result in exactly the oppo- 
ite. One of the earliest illustrations we 
had of this kind of action was in the gboli- 
tion of Barrier dues supposed to be effected 
by the Tientsin Treaty. All the difficulti-s 
on this subject were considered to have been 
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settled by the payment by the merchant of 
an extra half import duty at the port of 
import ; but as soon as the imports got into 
Chinese hande, on came the old Transit dues 
in one form or another just oa before. . This 
was protested against until commercial 
men and diplomatists got tired of protesting, 
and in this way the Chinese succeeded, 
more uo, in abolishing the dues sufficiently 
to get a part of them paid in commutation 
to the Imperial Authorities at Peking 
through the Customs, while leaving the 
Provincial Authorities pretty well o free 
hand to levy the old likin exactions as 
before, In much the same way the decrees 
from time to time fulminated against Opium 
from Peking bad the effect of enabling the 
provincial and local officials to obtain larger 
ydyments for permitting them to bé evaded 
so that nothing was really done towards 
removing the evil, which, forall the talk 
on the subject, went on unchecked, if not 
actually encouraged, though, it is iair to 
admit, some kind of bond fide effort has been 
made of late. More recently the promised 
improvements in the currency, and the 
more emphatic promises of granting 
rejresentative institutions, form very 
noticeable illustrations of the mar- 
vellous power of the Chinese to do and 
not to do a thing at the same time. 
Repeated action or inaction, whichever of 
the two it is, of this kind is rather dis- 
couraging to these who hope for improve- 
ments in China and are honestly desirous to 
see a nation which, with all its peculiarities, 
has so much good in it, get into the right 
paths and do justice to the many qualities it 
possesses. The curious thing, however, is 
that after a series of evasions, we often find 
the Chinese doing the very things they 
haye declared to be utterly impossible. The 
hi-tory of railways and telegraphs in China 
forms an illustration of this. The Chinese 
Government always declared they were an 
impossibility, that the absolutely insurmoun- 
table—the Fung Shui, the rights of the 
Provincial Authorities, the inland taxes, the 
graves of the people in all directions, made 
any such project as introducing railways 
impossible; and yet they have now beeo 
introduced, although in some cases not up- 
on the most satisfactory footing. It is 
wouderful how obstacles disappeared when 
the measure became recognised by the 
officials as advantageous. Possibly the day 
wi!l come when the same happy change will 
take place in regard to currency, finance and 
other matters of ckernal administration, 
but as yet it must be acknowledged tha 

time seems far distant. - 


RUSSIA AS PEACEMAKER 
BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN, 


ge 
(Daily Press, August¥12th.) 

The announcement made in ReutEr’s 
telegrams yesterday that Russia was media- 
ting both at Peking and at Tokyo to secure 
a peaceful settlement of the difficulties which 
bave led to an open rupture between China 
and Japan, suggests that St. Petersburg 
has become considerably alarmed by the 
rep ris from the Far East which have 
be-n appearing in the newspapers of 
the Russian capital lately. These have 
epoken of the massing of Chinese 


troops in the near neighbourhood 
of Chientao, and counter- movements 
by Japanese troops indicating, the 


immineoce of a conflict. In Japan, tvo, 
news of the movement of Chinese troops in 
North East Manchuria has created some 
anount of anxiety, but a sewi-official utter- 
ance in one of the papers has explaiaed the 
reports as referrable to a very simple cause. 
China, it is stated, stations her forces along 
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the frontier between Chientao and Korea in 
the ratio of ten men per mile, but during 
the very hot season she recalls these out- 


osts to cooler positions. This manoeuvre, 


it is added, presents the appearance of mas- 
sing forces, and may pas 

bear the collateral character of a demonstra- 
tion. 
kind between the Chinese troops and the 
Japanese gendarmerie, we are assured, may - 
be counted in the last degree improbable. 
It is admitted that “a few Japanese gen- 
darmes ” have recently been sent to Chien- 
tax, but the simple reasons were, we are 
told, that the number of Japanese and 


ly be intended to 


The likelihood of a collision of any 


Korean settlers having suddenly increased, 


the detachment of gendarmes already in 


the district had become unable to discharge 


the duties devolving on it, and, in the second 


place, the ordinary reliefs had to be sent. 
The explanation seems very naive, and in 
vew of the secrecy which veils Japanese 
military movements generally, it is not sur- 


prising that it tends rather to confirm than’ 


to dissipate the impression created by the 


reports of an unusual movement of troops - 


in Manchuria. The reports from Russian 
sources we have seen make reference to 
trtins loaded with artil'ery and muni- 
tions of war daily arriving at Mukden, 
where, it was recently reported by the 
Russian newspaper correspondents, there 
ars now 22,000 Japanese. We must 
take the intervention of the Russian 
G..vernment to be referrable cither to a firm 
belief in the progress of warlike prepara- 
tions, or to an eagerness to earn the gratitude 
ot the Chinese Government by seeking to 
effectcompromises which shall be satisfactory 
to China (and incidentally to Russia), and so 
pave the way for future favours. In the 
pr sent state of public knowledge as regards 
tbe actual facts of the situation, it is im- 
possible for the mere spectator to. say which 
of the two motives govern Russia's action ; 
but the evidence afforded by the Japanese 
press recently of a wide-spread belief in 
Japan that a conflict in which China would 
strike the first blow is imminent, is certainly 
some justification for believing that tho 
Russian Government has become very 
seriously alarmed and apprehensive of 
au outbreak of war. -—At the same time, 
Russia’s intervention can hardly be regarded 
as wholly unselfish, for Russia’s interest in 
many, if not all, of the questions pending 


between China and Japan coincides with the - 


claims of China rather than with those of 
Japan. Take the Japanese railway projects, 
for instance. These wouldseriously affect the 
trade of Vladivostock and the traffic of the 
Siberian railway. One is the line from 
Antung to Mukden, and tha other one 
from Chonjin, on the coast of Korea, to 
Kirin, via Chientao.” We explained a few. 
days ago the position in regard to the former, 
At present it is merely a light railway 
built by the Japanese during the war for 
purely military purposes, and when the war 
was over China granted to Japan a conces- 


son for this railway for a period ofeighteen _ 
yeirs, when it would revert by purchase to ~ 
The agreement gave ety the . 


China. 
right to improve the line and make it fit 
for commercial purposes. Japan's inter- 
pretation of this provision is that she may, 
if she deems it necessary, reconstruct the line 
to standard gauge, and this she resolved to 
do atanestimnted cost of twenty-three million 


yen. China for nearly three yeara has been ~~ 


objecting to reconstruction, and her per-. 
sistence agninst -all right >r reason has led 
‘oO an open rupture, 


her plans without further delay. It really 
does seem absurd to suggest that ordinary 
reyaira to a Decauville railway formed the 


Japan jaat week. 
intimating her intention to proceed with © 
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subject of special negotiation in Peking 
aftera great war, and we ¢annot but conclude 
that what Japan aaked for and obtained 
from China was the right to convert the 
temporary track into a permanent line 
which should form part of the Mancharian 
and Korean railway systems. We cannot 
fathom the reason under! ving the Chinese ob- 
jection. The only explanations we have seen 
suggested are (1) that the conversion of the 
line would strengthen Japan's position strate- 
gically; and (2) that as China has reserved 
in the lease the right to purchase the line at 
the end of eighteen years, it is to her interest 
to prevent costly improvements, Possibly 
both these considerations weigh with China, 
and it is not improbable that her attitude 
hag been stiffened by a little informal 
encouragement from the Russian Minister 
with the object of defending the interests of 
the Siberian railway. 

The new railway project, which seems to 
be coming more prominently into notice, is 
one which would give more convenient 
access to Kirin aud Mukdeu than the 
Antung- railway. Some time ago there 
was talk of a compromise in regard to 
Chientao, of the basis of Japan conceding 
China’s claim to jurisdiction on condition 
that the Chinese Government agreed to the 
building by Japan of a railway connecting 
Chongjin with Kirin, via Chientao. No 
settlement of the question was reached, 
however, and latterly the Chinese hava 
manifested a disposition to build the rail- 
way themselves up to the Korean frontier 
Should this railway be built, whether by 
China or Japan, and connection be made 
with Chongjin on the coast of Korea, it is 
pointed out that the port would quickly 
develop into an important shipping centre, 
the terminus of a route that would be far 
more convenient than Vladivostock for 
travellers and goods from Japan, as well us 
other parts of Asia. Taking all these 
matters into consideratiou, we can under 
stand the anxiety of Russia, and her very 
natural wish to have matters settled to her 
satisfaction. 


SSS 
DECLINE OF, BRITISH 
INFLUENCE IN CHINA. 


(Daily Press, August 13th.) 


. The footing which Germany has recently 
obtained in the Yavgtse Region has been 
attributed to her being able to take the 
Chinese Government into her confidence as 
to the approaching downfall of the erst 
formidable British nation, and the little 
necessity there existed of paying regard to its 
remoustrances, Unfortunately, the British 
Government has been itself aiding and abet- 
ting this impression of the decay of the Em- 
pire; and by the readiness with which, in the 
loan negotiations for the Hankow-Szechuan 
Railway, it permitted itself to be placed in a 
secondary position financially to Germany 
it has in the,eyes of the Chinese Goverament 
accepted the position. This it has taken care 
to emphasise by the unctiousness with which 
it has accepted in at least two instances 
the contemptuous offers of the Chinese 
Government to compromise mining conces., 
sions formally granted, but where, owing to 
the misconduct of local officials, it was found 
impracticable to work the concessions. It 
ig quite possible, and we do not propose to 
enter on the discussion, that, according to 
international law, the Chinese Government 
was justified in resuming these conceasions. 
Such concessions of mining rights are of 
ordinary occurrence in international prac- 
tice, and are never held to disparage an y 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


sovereign rights on the part of the Power 
granting them other than those specifieally 
granted; and no such grants were implied or 
claimed in the present cases. The Chinese 
Government had then a prima facie right to 
resume the concessions. Here, however, 
international law is plain; the resuming 
Government is not entitled to confiscate, but 
must pay full value, with a reasonable 
allowance for forcible entry. The aggrieved 
parties are entitled to demand of their own 


Government this right ; and the Minister or 


other representative of thejinjured parties 
is not justified-in listening to other terms. 
In stich a case refusal ig equivalent to 
repudiation, and repudiation is of all inter. 
national crimes the one that is accounted 
the greatest. The Chinese Government, to 
its honour be it said, has never even hinted 
at repudiation, so that. the task of the 
British Minister in explaining the situation 
was all the lighter. . 

Of ,course, the British Minister knows all 
this; and certainly would not willingly 
take it on his own shoulders to permit such 
an indignity to be placed on him; and we 
are therefore all the more required t» 
believe that he has been acting on direct 
orders from the Foreign Office. But the 
loss to tha innocent promoters is none the 
less ; and the probability of a recurrence of 
the same tactics, in view of the impunity 
accorded in the first instance,-is, of course, 
very much increased, This would only be 
on & par with all the other proceedings of 
the present Ministry, who have evidently 
been living in @ fool’s paradise in their 
conception that they individually or collec- 
tively represent the views or opinions of the 
nation -at large. The Government has, 
however, gone so far that to advance or 
retreat seems to its members equally 
impossible, and accepts the fiist proposal 
that offers. As a government it is now 
beginning to realise the faot that its metbods 
are out of tune even with the more capable 
members of its own party. This to any 
body of intelligent men must have been 
evident after the perfect indifference dis- 
played by the country at large, when 
the thraatened House of Lords threw 
out one bill after another on -which 
the Government had staked its credit; 
and that without a single .word of 


remonstrance, notwithstanding every'effort | 


of the Ministers to arouse a revolu- 
tionary spirit amongst the extrema Radicala. 
Possessed of the greatest nominal majority 
in the House that any Government has for 
more than a century been able to boast of, 
it must feel the indignity of béing unable, 
even with the weapon of the Closure, of 
being unable to carry its Budget through 
the House ; and this is the more galling that 
the most determined opposition to the new- 
fangled measures proposed is being led by 
the more respectable of its own party. It is 
then only on a par with the general attack 
on property that in the instance where the 
Chinese Government, galled with the parrot 
cry of the “Recovery of Sovereign 
Rights,” has been seeking to confiscate 
British capital sunk in mining and other 
enterprises, that the British Minister should 
have his instructions to pay no regard to the 
remonstrances of British capitalists, who, in 
some cases, as in that of the late Mr. Lirrie 
at the urgent request of the highest officials, 
have invested their, capital in productive 
schemes in China. Mr. Lirtue’s case is a 
particularly bad one. Finding that they 
bad not sufficient capital nor practical 
knowledge of, coal mining to work their 
mines to advantage at the greater distanées 
to which they were latterly compelled to 
extend their workings, the mine-owners 
themselves proposed to Mr. Lirrue to work 
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on common account, aud this acheme at once 
recommended itself to the high provincial 
authorities, who saw the advantages that the 
province would derive from the industry. . 
The scheme met with the approbation of 
Peking, and the arrangements for royalties 
and joint control were all eanctioned, and 
the scheme placed on the market. But now 
a new element came on the scene; a new 
Taotai, under the influence of there-actionary 
party, suddenly appeared at Chungking; 
the Chinese local directors, who had been 
selected from the local colliery owners, a 
highly intelligent class of men, who had 
already adopted many devices supposed to 
be peculiar to Europeans, such as long-wall 
working, wheeled trollies, and ventilating 
fans, suddenly resigned. The bankers 
(native), who had been selected by the 
colliery owners as perfectly trustworthy men 
to receive subscriptions, announced that 
they were forbidden to accept the monies, 
but said that ‘they were themselves quite 
willing to act if permission could be obtained. 
The Viceroy, who had been foremost in 
supporting the institution, withdrew, fright-. 
ened by the threats of the newly-arrived 
Taotai, and now placed as many obstructions 
in the way as he had before encouragemants. 
Meanwhile the mine had been surveyed 
ands reported on; a small line of narrow 
gauge railway to carry the coal t» the 
nearest river had been laid out with 
the concurrence of .all concerned, and 
an Engineer obtained from England to 
manage the new workings. Altogether in 
these preliminaries some 300,000 taels 
had been spent; markets had been opsned 
out for the ,coal, which waa fouod to ba of 
superior quality, and admirably suited for 
locomotive use, as well as for coking, large 
quantities of iron being manufactured in 
the district of extremely execllent quality. 
Finding that owing to the obstructions 
placed in the way, and the impossibility of 
getting possession of the land for the rail- 
way, the mines could not be profitably work- - 
ed, the Directors were forced at last to close 
down, andabandon the workings. Sir Joun 
Jorpay,as British Minister, had at. the begin. 
ning cordially assisted the enterprise, in 
which he took personally ‘considerable 
interest, so that his change of-face in recom- 


‘mending the acceptance of the Chinese offer 


must be attributed ‘to.-direcé orders. ‘I'he 
final settlement of 200,000 taels and thg 
atock of coal actually mined must be con. 
sidered from every point of view unsatisfac- 
tory. Not only ia it a direct sacrifice of 
over 100,000 tiele in actual money, 
but even from a Chinese point of view, the 
closing of the mines will inflict considerable 
injury on the population of the district, as 
under existing conditions the mines have 
already reached their greatest possible 
development. The inteation of the agitators, 
under whose influence a new source of wealth 
in their country has been cut off, is not to 
benefit the country, bnt to return to the 
worst period of thedynasty, when industrial 
development of every description was held 
to be a crime. That the preseat British 
administration, in its own warfare against 
property, should have a fellow-feeliog with 
the modern obstructives in China is perhaps 
not altogether incomprehensible, but the - 
effects on British influence, as well as on 
British enterprise, have been disastrous. We 
have ouly alluded to the case of Mr. Litr.e’s 
Syndicate, but that of Sir Joan Lisrur- 

aye goes all fours with it in the abandon- 
ment of the British capitalist, while the 
same condonation of encroachment, accom- 
panied, here also with the contiscation of 
capital, is being exhibited in the case of the 
Marconic installation at Shanghai, to which 
we have lately had occasion to refer. 
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THE HOUSE OF LORDS AND 
THE BUDGET, 


(Daily Press, August 14.) 

The strong opposition to Mr. Luoyp 
Georae's Budget proposals foreshadows an 
early dissolution of Parliament. If the 
Finance Bill, when it gets to the House of 
Lords, is not promptly rejected in toto, 
it can be anticipated with certainty thatit 
will be mutilated beyond recognition. In 
this connection a very interesting poli- 
tical controversy will arise as to the right 
of the House of Lords to amend or 
reject a Finance Bill. The House of Lords 
never has rejected a Finance Bill, and for 
some centuries has not amended a financial 
measure, though one or two uasucceasful 
altempts to do so have been male by 
venturesome Peers. Eminent authorities 
-on constitutional practice lny down that the 
Lords haye no right to amend a Finance 
Bill ahaa ying the Budget proposals; they 
wust either accept or reject the Billin its 
eutirety. But Lord Lanspowne, the Leader 
of the Opposition in the House of Lords, 
evidently regards this asa fallacy, and he 
has quite recently publicly and plainly 


intimated that the House of Lords will not* 


proclaim that it “has no responsibility for 
the Finance Bill, and that “because it is 


mixed up with the financial affairs 
of the nation we are obliged to 
swallow it whole or without mincing. 


In other words, the: House of Lords 
means to assert ita right to amend the 
Bill, and in the present circumstances they 
haye abundant justification for such a 
step. Lord Ripuey, one of the most active 
raembers of the Upper House, said in a 
speech not long ago:—“ The impression 
that the House of Lords cannot touch 
finance is founded on a resolution. of the 
House of Commons passed centuries ago, 
but that was not a Bill passed through both 
branches of the Legislature.” The resolu- 
tion to which Lord Rrpuey refers was passed 
in 1671. The Peers of that day reduced a 
duty imposed on sugar, and the Commons 
retaliated by passing a resolution to the 
effect “that in all aids given by the King to 
the Commons the rate or tax ought not to 
be altered by the Lords.” This resclution was: 
placed on the records of the House of Com- 
mons and no issue on it has ever been forced 
by the Lords. Lord. Lanspowne, however, 
ig emphatically of opinion that for the House 
of Lords to swallow the Finance Bill whole 
would not only bea mistaken, but an un. 
constitutional position, “It is unthink- 
able,” he says, ‘‘either in the theory or the 
practice of a Constitution of any country 
with two Legislative Chambers, that it 
should be left to the absolute discretion of 
one of these Chambers to impose upon the 
nation any burden, however monstrous and 
intolerable, any taxation, however inequit- 
able its incidence, any new financial system, 
however subversive of Society.” 

One of the London newspapers recently 
quoted the preamble of the Bill as fully 
entitling the House of Lords to amend the 

_ Finance Bill. The words in the preamble 
pertinent to the point arethese: ‘Be it 
enacted by the King’s Most Excellent 
Majesty by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same.” 
These words certainly give the House of 
Lords the right to withhold their conseat to 
the Bill; it is not so clear that they fully 
entitle the Lords to amend the Bill. 
Every Finance Bill for centuries has 
probably had the same preamble, * and 
yet we have the highest authorities 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


on constitutional practiee laying it down 
that, though the House of Lords has the 
right to reject a Finance Bill or other 
measure for the raising or expenditure of 
money, it may not amendit. We gather 
from Lord LaANspowne’s recent speech on 
the subject that His Lordship is able to cite 
nao to the contrary, but prefers t+ 
rely of the common sense view of the matter. 
However, whether the House of Lords 
rejects the Bill in its entirely dr “ minces 
it, the action of the Government will be the 
same, if we may accept the President of the 
Board «f Trade as satisfactory authority for 
the statement. Speaking at Edinburgh 
last month, Mr. Cuurcwiuy emphatically 
declared that: ‘Nv amendment, excisiun, 
molifying or mutilating will be agreed to 
by us. We will stand no mincing, and 
unless Lord Lanspowne and his landlordly 
frieads choose to eat their own mincs up 
again, Parliament witl be dissolved.” Since 


that utterancetbeGovernmeut itself has been’ 


forced to recognise that excisions are need- 
ed, fur a telegram a day or two ago inform- 
ed us that the stroug opp sition offered to 
one importaut clause of the Bill had induced 
them to abandon it. The Bil] is not likely, 
however, to be modified or ame i:ded in the 
House of Commons to such an extent as to 
make it acceptable to the House of Lords, 
and, therefore, if Mr. Caurcuiuu, in the 
words we have quoted, expresses the views 
aod intentions of tie Cubinet, an early 
dissolution is inevitable. 


—_—_—_—_—_—e.e.\a st 
RANDOM 


REFLECTIONS, 
= _+ = 
Ifow remarkable! A whole week without 
seeing the typhoon signals! It looks like 


boasting, and I suppose I'll be asked to “ touch 
wood.” . 
« ; 
Probably the typhoon signals were nat 
brought out ax there was no proper place to 
exhibit them this “week owing to the Tamar 
being in dock. Of course other explanations 
may be forthcoming. 


* * 

In Kowloon, I am told. there is an tnder- 
current of dissatisfaction which occasionally 
finds expression in a growl about the absenco 
oftyphoon signals visible from all parts of the 
peninsula. ‘l'hose people fortunate enough to 
live in houses which command a view of tho 
harbour have little cause for complaint, but 
there are not many such houses, and as the 
peninsula ix fairly flat advantage might be taken 
of one or other of the few eminences to enlighten 
the residents of the proximity of typhoons. 

* 


aaa * *€ 

Bathers know the jellytish and usually dodge 
them, but the jellybugs, which hhve become 
almost as great a nuisance in our bathing areas, 
are not so easily avoided. This past week they 
have been unusually virulent, and exclamations 
from bathers have proclaimed their meeting 
with the little beggars. The result of the con- 
tact.is a series of stings and prickles which are 
not easily allayed. I have no scientific knowl- 
edge on the subject of the doings of these 
submarines, but the explanation generally 
accepted is that the heavy rains, having disturbed 
the water, have brought them from the bottom 
to plague the swimmer and to give all sorts of 
sensations to the timid in the sea. 


e” «© : 

How far good comradeship will carry men in 
Hongkong was illustrated in the action 
mentioned at the Supreme Court on Friday. 
In this case the proprietor of a ‘local hotel 
brought a claim against a boarder, but the 
man’s chums rightly or wrongly decreed that 
the action should not be brought. and as they 
happened to be staying in the hotel also they 
were able to secure their wishes being respected 
by declaring they would leave if the claim were 
not dropped. Such a league against the Jand- 
lord is reminiscent of tactics in Ireland, where 
the blunderbuss is occasionally presented when 
the “dacent gintleman “ calls for his rent. 


[August 16, 1999. 


Legal proceedings in Hongkong, though 
sometimes brightened by specimens of Oriental _ 
simplicity or cuteness, scarcely over afford such 
entertainment as was provided in the Rolls 
Court, Dublin, last month, betweén the defendant 
and the redoubtable Mr. T.M. Healy, M. P., 
one of the plaintiff's counsel, Mr. Healy, 
referring to a passage in defendant's affidavit, 
where he said he had resided for long periods in 
London, Dublin and Naples, and had been ag 
far away as Australia, added the comment, 
‘Perhaps you were at the South Pole.” ‘This 
brought the‘crushing retort from the witness, 
“No. Ido not draw on a vulgar imagination.” 
Later Mr. Healy asked, “ Is that your explana- 
tion’ to which the witness replied ‘‘ No, it is 
not an explanation. It is- merely trying to 
bring my intelligence down to the level of 
yours.’ Couldn't we import a few Tim Healys? 

* . 


< . ic , 

The new harbour light on Signal Hill, Kow- 
loon, does not seem to excité the enthusiasm. of 
tho seafaring men. In fact, I have heard some 
scoff at it and declare that it is . absolutely 
useless. They assert that it is not properly placed 
and that it is not of sufficient brilliancy, Lam 
not a nautical man myself —though I once tried © 
to sail a yacht from Ah King’s to Kowloon Hay 
and fetched up at Blake Pier—but when enter- . 
ing the harbour the other evening from I,yeemun 
I could not help being struck with the: justness 
of the criticisms I had heard. The light is 
not visible from any distance and the wisdom ~ 
of erecting it in that sifyation is certainly open 
to comment. +, ‘- 

¥ as 


*” * ef fie 

Live and learn! ' Not until this last week did 
most of us know about the differences between 
can ice and plate ice, and the litigation just 
commenced in the Supreme Court has ‘been 
responsible for shedding more enlightenment 


than legal proceedings usually do. 
ie AS 
oo 

Weather talk usually suggests poverty of 
ideas, but such a harsh judgment: might be 
suspended in my favour especially when there 
are so many extraordinary features to note. At 
Home there is scarcely any summer except in 
name; Iceland, whose appellation makes it 
difficult to associate it with heat, being actually — 
warmer than London or Paris in June. In the 
Hast similar vagaries are taking place. People 
were dying from heat apoplexy in Peking and 
Tientsin two weeks ago, and at the same time 
snow was falling on Fujiyama. What a queer 
place the world i§ after all! 

«*« 

1 noticed in the D. P. the other day a very 
readable extract from the Lancet, in which that 
journal pointed out how insanitary drinking 
glasses were. When one gives the matter a 
little thought there certainly appears to be room 
for improvement. ltis not in the interests of 
cleanliness that a glass of liquor should be 
handed by the serving person to the drinker 
with his tingers and thumb on the rim, on that 
portion of the glass which comes into contact with 
the drinker’s lips, and it does not improve matters 
when the drinker does the same in order to 
raise the glass to his lips. It is pointed out 
that those who imbibe tea run less risk of con- 
tamination because they use cups which have 
handles (unless the boy has been unusually 
destructive), and as it seems advisable to have 
drinking vessels with handles we could not do 
better perhaps than go back to the tankards— 
foaming tankards—out of which our forbeara got 
so much satisfaction and—ale. 

Ropeaick RANDOM. 


Figures of the total foreign trade of the 
Philippines during the last year, a San Francisco 
paper says, show that the United States’ share 
; of it was pitifully small, this country having 
, 80ld to the islands goods of a value of only 
| $5,101,886, ont of a total of $32,601,872. The 
‘ principal Philippine imports are cotton goods, 
vf which $9,900,000 worth were bought by 
{the islands, only $1,900,00) coming from this 
; country, Derhaps the preferential tariff status 
‘ which the present Congress is giviug to Ameri- 
cab impurts into the Archipelago will change 
this condition somewhat, but the fact remains 
that after ten years’ possessionof the rhilippines 
wo have completely failed to dominate that 
market in competition with other countries. 
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, Constables Taylor (94), Grant (2), Lenaghan, 
(79) and John Ogg have been promoted to the 
rank of acting sergeant. 


Brevet- Major H. P{ndlay, East Kent Regi- 
ment, has been appointed Superintendent of the 
Detention Barracks at Hongkong. 


The manager of the Belle View Hotel has 
reported tothe police that the safe in his office 
was opened with a duplicate key and $200 
extracted. 


The King's exequatur empowering Mr. F. A- 
Rublee to act as Consul-General of tha United 
States at Hongkong has received his Majesty's 
signature. 

On Aug. 10 at the Magistracy a Japanese 

- restaurant keeper in Pottinger Street was fined 
by Mr. Hazeland &250 for selling beer and saké 
without a licence. 


A man and woman working in the fields at 
Pingchau in the New Territory quarrelled, and 
the man picking up a bamboo struck the woman 
on the leg. breaking the limb. She had to be 
taken to the hospital. 


For contravening the Opium Ordinance and 
applying, a false trade description to a quantity 
of opium, Mr, F, A. Hazeland at the Magistracy 
on Aug. 6 fined a native $100, the alternative 
being two months’ imprisonment. 

As many as eight pickpockets were arrested 
by the police a few days ago. One of the men, 
who was charged with returning from banish- 
ment, pleaded that his term had expired, and 
the case was adjourned for inquiries. 


A family quarrel on Cheung Chau Island 
resulted in a riot, which was, however, quelled by 
the local police, who made six arrests. The men 
were placed before Mr. Hazeland at the 

‘Magistracy on Aug.9 and ordered to pay a fine 
of ten dollars each. 

The body of Warder Cockes, of Victoria Jail. 
was found near the Cosmopolitan Dock at Sam- 
shuipo on Thursday, and was interred in the 
Happy Valley Cemetery yesterday afternoon, 
many of his brother warders and the police 
attending the funeral. 


Ata meeting of His Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace held at the Magistracy on the 10th 
inst. the application of R. Ekhardt for the 
transfer to him of the Cafe Weismann licence 
from C. Fiedler was granted. Mr. F. A 
Hazeland presided, the other Justices present 
being Messrs. J. R. Wood, C. D. Melbourne 
and R. H. A. Craig. 


His Majesty the King has not been advised 
to exercise his power of disallowance with 
respect to Ordinance No. 6 of 1909, entitled— 
An Ordinance to amend the Law with respect 
to the liability of young persons to the death 
sentence; aud Ordinance No.7 of 1909, en- 
titled— An Ordinance to amend The Larceny 
Ordinance, 1865. 


Aft the rooms of the Institution of Engineers 
and Shipbuilders of Hongkong on the 7th 
instant Mr. G. E. Glover, a chargeman of boiler- 
makers at the Naval Yard, read an interesting 

_ and instructive paper on “ Water Tube Boilers.” 
A discussion followed and will be continued on 
Saturday week. Mr. J. Findlay Miller presided 
over the gathering. 

The four Ningpo men who stabbed ‘a man in 
a Yaumati boarding-house last month were 
brought before the Magistrate on Aug. 12. At 
one time it was thought that their victim, who 
was stabbed because he asked the men to make 
less noise as he wished to sleep, would succumb 
to his injuries, but he has now recovered. One 
man pleaded #uilty and was sentenced to two 
months’ imprisonment, and the others were 
discharged. 

An inquiry took place at the Magistracy 
on the 12 inst. inte circumstances attending the 
death of a prisoner in Victoria Gaol who had 
died the same morning. Deceased, who had 
been committed to prison on the 2lst Mayon a 
charge of bribery, was seen by an Indian 
warder at 5-30 in a very weak condition, and he 
had the man removed at once to the. hospital, 
where he died on admission. Mr. Hazeland, 
sitting as coroner, conducted the inquiry, and 
after the jury had heard the evidence of 
Dr. Thomson, who was of opinion that death 
was due to acute pneumonia, they returned a 
yerdict of'death from natural causes. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The newly appointed Chinese Minister to 
Belgium, His Excellency Yeutig Shu, arrived in 
the Colony on the 9th instant, tiffined with 
H.E. the Governor at “ Mountain Lodge, “ and 
was entertained at afternoon tea by members 
of the Chinese Club. 


The Gazette announces that his Majesty the 
King has been pleased to approve of the ap- 
pointment of the Hon. Mr. P. N. H. Jones to 
be an official member of the Executive and 
Legislative Councils during the absence on 
leave of the Hon. Mr. Chatham. 


The extract of meteorological observations 
made at the Observatory during the month of 
July shows that the sverage maximum tem. 
perature was 86:5 and the average minimum 
78.2 degrees. The rainfall was 12.825 *inchex 
and there were 252 hours of sunshine. 

On Aug. 9wasthe anniversary of the coronation 
of King Edward, and the occasion was honoured 
in Hongkong. The Tamar (which has just 
come out of dock.) the American and 
Portuguese cruisers, and two Chinese cruisers, 
dressed ship, and a salute of 21 guns was fired 
from the land battery at noon. 


The roof of the verandah of St. George's Hall 
collapsed on the 7th instant, fortunately 
without involving any loss of life. The beams 
and debris fell through to the floor, which did 
not give way under the great strain. It is 
believed that white ants are responsible fur the 
collapse of the beams. 


Early on the 7th instant a firo occurred 
in a jeweller's shop at No. 6, Bonham Strand. 
The fire brigade were promptly called, were 
early in attendance, and goon had the firs 
undcr control, The damage caused was slight. 
The insurance on the building was 84,00". the 
policies being of the South British, the Phoenix 
and Marine Fire Insurance Companies. 


The police have been informed by Mr. Shar- 
man, storekeeper, residing at 7 Cook Street, 
Hunghom, that on the 21st July, while his boy 
was removing his effects from Kowloon Docks 
to the address given, the boy absconded with a 
bugle, with silver mouthpiece, value unknown, 
the property of the tongkong Volunteer 
Corps. 


Mr. R. H. Crofton, chief clerk in the 
Colonial Secretariat, on Monday gave his 
messenger boy ten dollars with which to pay a 
private bill. The messenger gave it to a cookie 
and told him to pay the bill. Instead he spent 
the money. He was arrested and brought 
before Mr, Hazeland at the Magistracy on A ug. 
11th and sentenced to two moxiths' imprisonment 
and six hours in the stocks. 


4narmed robbery took place near Kowloon 
Tong on Tuesday night. aAbont ten o'clock 
four men, one armed with.a chopper and thd 
others carrying torches, entered the dwelling 
house of a widcw, and while one man pressed her 
to the ground the others tied her two.daughters 
together, Then they turned theii attention to 
the contents of the house, and took away several 
articles of clothing and bangles to the value of 


————— ee 
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An inquiry took place atthe Marine Court 
on the 11th inst.before Lieut. Beckwith, Acting 
Harbour- Master, into the circumstances of the 
collision between the steam launches Lee To 
and :-Lee Yee, which took place off West Point 
on the 26th July, whereby the latter launch was 
sunk. The Court found that the collision was 
caused by the wrongful act of the coxswain of 
the Lee To in altering his course and in giving 
a wrong signal. The Court ordered that his 
certificate be suspended for six months and that 
he then undergo a further examination. 

. Returns of the average amount of bank notes 
in. circulation and of specie in reserve in Hong- 
k6ng, during the month ended 31st July, 1909, 
as certified by the managers of the respective 
banks are as under :— 


Average Specie in 
Bunks. Amount. Reserve. 
$s $ 


Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia and China ... 
| Hongkong and Shanghai 
Hanking Corporation. 12,071,662 13,000,000. 
National Bank of China, 
Limited . 


3,737,977 2,800,000 


47,310 Nil. 


Total ...815,856,949 15,800,000 
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It is to the credit of the police that they lost 
little time after being apprised of the theft of 
sharks fins from T. F. Talati's godowns at 
Wanchai in tracing and arresting two men 
and two women on whom suspicion strongly 
falls. The value of the goods stolen was almost 

: 82,000, and of this $1,400 worth were recovered’ 
| ‘he suspects were brought before the Magistrate 
on Aug. 9 and remanded. 


Inspector Macdonald placed a native before 
Mr. F. A. Hazeland at the Magistracy on Aug. 
6th on charges of stesling a picture valued at 

'$10 from a Mission House and $334 worth of 
, goods, the property of Mr. A. Frizzini,-of 539, 
Shanghai Street, Monekok. After hearing the 
; evidence his Worship held both charges proved 
1 and sentenced the defendant on each to three 
oe imprisonment witb hard labour and 
| 
( 


six hours’ stocks. 


On Aug. 5th Mr. B. F. Howard, a mining 
engineer, who has been in Hongkong for some 
years. died while being brought to the city by 
aunch. Mr. Howard, who was in the employ 
of the Fook Hing Mining Co., has been ailing 
for about two weeks, and apparently allowed too 
much time to elapse before seeking medical aid. 
On Wednesday he left Sha U Cheung by the 
launch Hot Ning, but became worse on the 
voyage and died before the launch entered the 
harbour. 


The number of Chinese marriages solemnized 
in the Colony last year was 458 as compared 
with 137 in 1907. ‘Thirty-six were contracted 
at the Registrar-General's office. ‘the total 
number of Chinese births registered iu 1907 
was 1,129, but as no less than 1,033 maternity 
cases were attended at the Alice Memorial 
Hospital it shows how large a proportion of 
births are not registered. Of the total number 
of deaths (9,271), 7,025 zere registered at the 
Registrar General's office. a 


A smart capture by the police was made known - 
on Aug.9 at the Magistracy in the hearing of | ~ 


a case in which two men were-charged with 
having broken into a house in Second Street 
and stolen silk clothing to the value of $340, 
The house was o¢cupied by a tailor, who had tha 
cloth for the purpose of making up. One man 
was arrested yesterday morning with a portion 
of the stolen property:.in his possession, and a 
little later the police inquiries resulted in another 
man being arrested at Yaumati. The latter 
had pawned his share of the clothing, but it was 
all recovered. The two men were sentenced to 
three months’ imprisoiiment each and to six 
hours in the stocks. 

. Proceedings at the Magistracy have brought 


to light an extraordinary situation-at Alexandra . 


Buildings. It is stated that one of the lift boys 
was anxious that a vacancy in the staff should 


be given to his brother, and when this proposi- — 


tion was noi entertained by the Secretary it is 
‘alleged that the No. 1 boy called out all the 
others and intimation was sent to the Secretary 
that they would all leave. 


employees tried to intimidate them, Failing in 
this, it is alleged that one of them damaged the 
lift apparatus, throwing it out of gear. An 
engineer had to be called in to set the matter rig ht. 
The police were informed of the matter, and one 
boy was arrested and efforts are being made to 
locate another. The charges against them are 
intimidation and doing malicious damage to 
property. , 
On July 24th a Portuguese youth named 
Joseph Cordeiro called at’ the rear entrance ‘to 
So. 12, Morrison Hill Road, and informed the 
houseboy that he wished to speak with the 
master of the house. Leaving the door open 
the boy went upstairs and informed his master 
that a Portuguese. gentleman wished to speak 
with him. When the master went below he 


found that Joseph had left, and he also dis. - 


covered that he had taken a watch withhim. The 
larceny was reported to the police, who arrested 
Cordeiro on Wednesday, 
‘appeared before Mr. J. R. Wood at the 
Magistracy and admitted the charge. The 
defendant, who is only 18 years of age, had 
four previous convictions against him. His 
Worship -committed him to jail for three 
months with hard labour, and warned him that 


‘! he would commit him for trial at the Criminal 


Sessions if he again appeared on a similar 
charge: 


The Secretary at 
once engaged a fresh staff, and the tormer' 


and Friday he- 


a. 


* Ordinance, 1898,named Schedule § in Section 2 
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' HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


—-—- —— : 
A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 


Sie 
LUGARD, 


His EXcELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, 
FREDERICK JOHN 
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.8.0. 

Hon. CoLONEL Daruinc, R.E. (Acting 
G.O.C.). 

Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonial 
Secretary). 

Sir HeNBy BERKELEY, K.C. (Acting At- 
torney-General). 

Hon. Mr. C.M‘I. Messer (Colonial Treasurer). 

Hon. Mr. P. N. H. Jones (Acting Director 
of Public Works), 

Hon. Mr. A. W. BREWIN (Registrar-General) 

Hon. Mr. F. J. BADELEY (Capt. Superinten- 
dent of Police). 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kart, K.C., C.M.G. 

Hon. Mr. E.Osporne. 

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRE8S8ON 

Hon. Mr.-E..A. HEWETT. 

Hon. Mr. Mugray STewart. 

Hon. Mr. WEL Yuk, C.M.G. 

Mr. C. CuemMENTr (Clerk of Councils), 


DEALTRY 


An MINUTES. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and confirmed. ~ 

_-«-BINANCIAL MINUTES. 

The CoLonrAL SEcRETARY, by command of 
His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table 
Financial Minutes Nos. 33 to 36, and moved that 
they be referred to the Finance Committee. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, 
the motion was agreed to. 

FINANCIAL. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of 
His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table 
the report of the Finance Committee (No. |1) 
and mored its adoption. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and 
the motion was agreed to. 


and 


LIQUOR LICENCES. 

The CoLoniaL SECRETARY—Sir, I rise 
to move the resolution standing in my name. 
I propose, Sir, to take the schedule as read, as 
it hag been in members’ hands for some time. I 
may, however, point out that the general 
principle of the ordinance has been to 
practically double the revenue hitherto derived 
from liquor licences, and advantage will be 
taken also of the opportunity to make u 
larger sliding scale in regard to publicans’ 
and adjunct licences. I may add, Sir, 
that the extra revenue is practically necessitat- 
ed by the fact that next year, 1910, we cannot 
calculate on the four lakhs we received this 
year on account of the Widows and Orphans’ 
Pension Fund, and that this addition to the 
revenue is absolutely necessary without taking 
into consideration anything in connection with | 
the Opium Farm. | 

The CoLonraL TREASURER seconded. 

The resolution was as follows :—‘ Resolved 
that the Second Schedule te The Liquor Licences 


of The Liquor Licences Amendment Ordinance, 
1902, be repealed and that the following Schedule 
be substituted therefor, with effect in respect 
of each licence that is now or may hereafter be 
in force from the date of the renewal or of the 
grant of such licence as the case may be; pro- 
vided always that in the case of licences which 
are renewed or granted subsequently to the date 
of this Resolution and prior to the first day of ; 
January, 1910, the fee chall be, in respect of 
the period between the date of issue and the 
thirty-first day of December, 1909, at the rate 
previously obtaining, and in respect of the period 
from and after the first day of January, 1910, 
at the rate set out in this Schedule. 

Schedule of Fees for Licences payable 
under the provistons of The tiger 
Licences Ordinances 1898-1908 

The following fees shall be paid for the 
licences hereinafter mentioned and in the 
manner hereinafter specified, that is to say: - 


Nature of Licence. Fee. ae 
. Q . (Annu ; 
Distillery Licence ............ § 800, nua: 


Tomporary Licence.—At the \ lu ad- 
discretion of the Governor J vance. 


Council was held on the 13th inst. in the Council 
Chamber... 
The following were present :— 
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Publican's Licence :-— 
(a) In Victoria :-— 
When the valuation of 
the premises occupied 


13u— 
Not exceeding $1,000........ 81,500 


: Not 
Exceeding exceeding 

$1000 $2,'00 _...... $2,000 
2,000 3,000 ...... 2,500 
3,C00 4,000 ...... ,000 
4,000 7,000... ,000 
7,000 10,000... 5,000 
10,000 20,000 ...... 6,000 


for every $10,000 or part 
thereof in excess of $20,000. 

(b) Elsewhere in the Colony the 

ublican's licence fees shall be 
ess by one quarter than the 
fees obtaining in Victoria. 

Adjunct Licence :— 

The fees shall be less by one- 
half than the -publican's 
licence fees above set out. 
Removal Licence ............$ 40 

Note.—If the new premises are 
of a higher annual valuation 
than those from which the 
licence is removed a propor- 
tionate part of the ext~ fee, if 
any payable in respect of such 
difference of valuation, must 
also be paid. 

Transfer of Publican's Li- 

cence ...... . ... tae SERA SE $ 400 

Transfer of Adjunct Licence 
Wholesale Licence ............ 
Grocer’s Licence... ......... 
Chinese Wine & Spirit Shop 

Licence: — 

(a) City of Victoria west 
of the line formed by the 
Albany Nullah ....... . 

(b) City of Victoria east of 
the line formed by the 
Albany Nullab ......... 

(c) Quarry Bay, from Tsat 
Tsz Mui Police Station 
to the S.E boundary of 
Shaukiwan M.L. 1,...... $ 800 

(d.) Shaukiwan, from the 
8.E. boundary of Shau- 
kiwan M.L. 1 to the 
boundary of War De- 
partment land east of 
Ah Kung Ngam,.. .$ 800 

(e.) Aberdeenand Aplichau$ 700 

(f.) 'l'sim Sha Tsui Yauma- 
tiand Hunghom, & that 
portion of the Kowloon 
Peninsula which issouth 
of a line drawn from 
Nullah Street Mong 
Kok Tsui, to the centre 
of the road betweenK 
K.M. Lots 52 and 53 
at Shek Shan .......... $1,10 

(g.) Sham Shui Po and 
remaining portion of 
the Kowloon not includ- 
ed under (f.), $ 800 

(h.) Kowloon City and 
the remainder of new 
Kowloon ...... TO 

Chinese Hestaurant Licence :— 

When the valuation of the 
premises occupied is— 

Under $500,...... ..... s 

$500 or over, but unde 
$2,000 

Over 82,000 

Eating Houses (where no 
intoxicating liquors are 

sold) :-— 

In Victoria ........ 00... 2! 

Elsewhere ...... ..... : 5 


a, fe, 


Bb 


\ 


| 


{ 
¢ 


\ 


+ aes 
(Annually, 


7 


Liquor Licences Ordinance 1898. 


E-Annually in advance, subject to the provisions of The 


E 


In 


80 f advance. 
2,000) Annually, 


in 
2,000 advance. 


Payable in four quarterly instalments, in advance. 


} 


in 


t advance. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Hon. Mr. OsBorNE—TI rise, Sir, to move the 


following amendment as un addition to the 
resolution before us —‘ No intoxicating liquor 


shall be served on any ground floor of premises 


possessing an adjunct licence,” 


| 


The object of 
the resolution, I take it, is to raise revenue. 
My amendment is not put forward in any spirit 
of hostility to this object, but solely with a view 
to securing fairplay between those whom the 
resolution most affects, The purpose of an adjanot 
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licence, as I understand it, is to enable those 
hotel-keepers who do not run a public bar 
to provide visitors with intoxicating liquorg. 
at their meals, and the main difference between - 
an adjunct licence and a publican’s licence, if I 
understand it correctly, is that the one permits 
of a public bar and the other does not. Now, 
Sir, it may not, perhaps, be generally known, 
but nevertheless it is a fact, that within a stone- 
throw of the Clock Tower there are three 
establishments under the names of cafes and 
restaurants which are in the habit of selling 
liquors openly and at all hours under their 
adjunct licences, and, in my opinion, in 
distinct violation of the intention of the 
law. It is true that a certain pretence is 
made of serving meals with these liquors, but 
the victuals so provided, as a rule, are given 
generally after the drink is finished, so ensur- 
ing that they will not be eaten, and so enabling 
a couple of sandwiches to do duty for many 
meals. A charge of five cents is made at one 
establishment; at another estublishment the 
victuals are provided free; and at the third 
establishment there is no pretence of providing 
mealg at all. To all intents and purposes 
these three establishments are public drink- 
ing saloons, pure and simple, and as under 
the resolution whicky has just been proposed 
they will pay exactly one half the fee for an 
adjunct licence which a publican will pay for a 
publican’s, the unfairness of allowing this 
state of things to continue is obvious, and more 
especially so when you take into account that 
a hotel, if I read the resolution correctly, 


will pay on the whole rateable value of 
the whole building, including the _bed- 
rooms and all, whereas a drinking saloon, 


masquerading in the guise of a cafe, 
will pay only on the value of its one ground 
floor. There is another aspect of this question, 
an aspect which has given rise to considerable 
discussion in England recently, and which 
I presume the Government has also given 
attention to here. I allude to the drinking 
facilities afforded by clubs. Some of them — 
clubs merely in name—are in reality nothing 
more or less than drinking halls to a very 
largo extent. If the- Government is bent 
on the further taxation of drink for the purpose 
of raising revenue, it seems to me only con- 
sixtent that the Club should be placed on an 
equal footing with the publican in this respect’ 
This question, however, is of too far reaching a 
seiciple to deal with off hand, and, therefvre, 
I propose to confine myself to asking Council, 
by accepting this amendment, to secure fairplay 
only at present as between the publican and the 
adjunct licencee. 

His Excettency—Gentlemen, with regard 
to what has fallén from the unofficial member 
at the end of the table, I think that, perhaps, I 
should have been more correct if I had called 
him to order earlier in his speech, because the 
amendment he wishes to make is not under the 
resolution before the Council. It will have to 
be effected by a separate ordinance. The resolu- 
tion before the Council is entirely confined to 
altering the fees under a particular schedule, 
and it is not in order, under the present 
resolution, to raise a question of such wide 
importance as the alteration of the Liquor 
Ordinance. With regard to the resolution 
itself, it has been framed,- as you will see, to 
increase the fees payable by vendors of intoxi- 
cating liquors with the sole object of increasing 
the revenue in order to meet the increasing 
expenditure. The Colonial Treasurer estimates 
that the revenue which we hope to derive. from 
the operation of this imposition will amount to 
between two and two and a half lakhs of dollars 
per annum. We hope that this will not 
fall upon any particular ‘section of the 
community. [am not aware that any exces- 
sive profits are being made by holders of 
any particular form of licence, and it is our 
hope that the result of this resolution will be 
to very slightly put up the price of liquor ‘in the 
Colony and thereby the burden will fall upon 
the general consumer. It is, of ceurse, impos- 
sible to calculate exactly or even approximately 
what this increase in retail sale may amount to 
until the resolution comes into force, but in all 3 
probability it will not exceed ten or twelve cents 
on a bottle of whisky—probably considerably less. 

When we consider that in England there is 
an import duty on spirits which varies from 


11/4 to 11,6 on ordinary spirits up to 16/- and 
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18/- on some special classes. and that this is in 
addition to the publican's licence, which varies 
from £6 to £60, whereas in this Colony we 
have no import duties of any kind on liquor, I 
think you will agree with me that the consumer 
of liquor in this Colony may fairly contribute 
something more to the revenue. I believe 
this, is the general opinion in the Colony, 
and" the only question is one of method. 
Beyond doubt it seems to me the simplest and 
fairest. one,-and the most advantageous to the 
revenue, would be the imposition, so far as 
European liquor is concerned, of import duties. 
But there are some strong objections to that 
course. In the first place. there is the objection 
which, perhaps, I may call a sentimental one: 
that is, that by the import duty this port would 
be no longer ar absolutely free port. The 
thin end of the wedge would be inserted, and 
we don't know whether, in case of some future 
financial’ stress, the wedge might not be driven 
further home by the imposition of duties on 
tobacco and other articles. On the other hand, 
there is the practical difficulty that the imposi- 
tion of customs means a customs service. It 
may, perhaps, be argued that if the duties were 
limited to liquor only, and particularly to liquor 
manufactured in Europe or America, that the 
duty of collection might be thrown upon the 
Harbour Department, and the duty of preventing 
smuggliuge might devolve upon the police. It 
is possible that that might be done with some 
extra staff in either one or other, or both, de- 
partments. Butit seems to me that European 
liquor is only one aspect of the question, and 
that the least important of the two. A castoms 
duty cannot be imposed on Chinese liquor 
which is imported by junk in large quantities 
from Canton without involving a very large and 
well-organised customs service. The alternative, 
in the case of Chinese liquor, would be a Spirit 
Farm. t efore, however, I pass to the discussion of 
a Spirit Farm, I would point out that the scheme 
of import duties has the great advantage that it 
falls equally uj on all sections of the communi- 
ty: upon clubs, upon private importers, upon 
service canteens, as well as upon the trade. As 
toa Spirit Farm, the objections to that, I take 
it, ate, first, from the gross amount which is 
collected you have to deduct the farmer's pro- 
fits. That is to say, you have to place a heavier 
burden upon the community than is necessary 
for the sole purpose of revenue, whereas in the 
scheme proposed in this resolution no extra 
machinery of any kind is required. In the 
second place, a Spirit Farm would, I believe, be 
unpopular ; still, I think there is much to be said 
for that form of collection of duties. The 
farmer's profits, if the farm was combined with | 
the Opium Farm, would not uecessarily be 

large, because the machinery is already to 

his hand‘ and he would be able to tender 

high. But there is the practical difficulty 

that if the farm was given to the success- 

ful tenderer for the opium there would be no 
competition. On the other hand, it is already 
late, I don't say it is too late, but it would be 
certainly difficult. to put in advertisements now 

to combine the spirit and opium farm. As to 
the unpopularity of a farm, I don't think 

myself that this is a very serious matter, 

if it were properly understood by the Chinese, 

because the search required in the case 

of spirits does not involve a search of the indi- 

vidual, hor does it involve the same minute and 

precise g-rutiny of baggage as in the search for 

an article so easily concealed as opium. You 

will see from what I have said, gentlemen. that 

I hold no views on this subject one way or 

the other: in fact, in my opinion, the arga- 

ment in faveur of either method is very 

evenly balanced The form of the resolu- . 
tion placed befoke you hus been the subject | 
of exceptionally careful consideration and | 
investigation, and that is the reason why there | 
was delay in laying it before the Council. It | 
has been discussed frequently before the | 
Executive Council, and in these deliberations I | 
have had the great advanfafre of two very ex- 

perienced unofficis] membe%sfund we considered 

that the present form Wauld be the mast 

welcome to the community} would involve the 


least disturbance to trade and would 
be the most practical. If. however, when 
this resolution comes into operation, the 
result in the case of European liquor 
should be to increase private  importa- 


tions by non-licencees, or the creation of a 
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monopoly by capitalists, or if, in the case of 
Chinese, it should tend to illicit sales by non- 
licencees, or should give undue advantage to 
larger dealers, it may be necessary to adopt the 
alternative of import duties. Therefore, the form 
of the resolution placed before you is a tenta- 
tive afid experimental one. I turn to the 
resolution itself. - You will see thut there are 
several new principles in it as regards cae 
ment. On the one hand, the maximum of $2,400 
has been abolished, os it waa considered 
unfair to the smaller dealers, and it has 
been superseded by a carefully thought ont 
scale. In the second place, there is a dis- 
crimination between a licence in Victoria and 
elsewhere in the Colony, and I think yon will. 
all agree that that is a usefnl innovation, since 
the holder of a licence in Victoria is able to 
derive a much more thriving trade than in 
Kowloon or elsewhere. In the third place, the 
adjunct licences have been considerably in- 
creased, because, as was pointed out by the lust 
speaker it is generally believed that the 
legitimate limitations of adjauct licences have 
in some cases been considerably strained, 
which, of course, acts to the detriment of 
the publican, who has paid much more for 
his licence. Lastly, you will observe ‘that 
there is no increase in this schedule on 
beer licences. The reason for that is that 
the attempt to start breweries in this Colony 
hus been attended with exceptional diffi. 
culties, and in one case after another the pioneer 
ventures have failed. There is at present one 
prominent brewery in the Colony, but it is still 
in the pioneer stage, and it is not considered 
advisable to place any tax on it at the present 
time. In conclusion, I would point out to you 
one general matter of interest. Our present 
revenue from spirits amounts to about two and 
a half lakhs, and the increase which we antici- 
pate by this resolution will amount to 
from two totwo and a half lakhs, probably nearer 
two. The Spirit Farm in the Straits Settle- 
ments realises close on two and a half lakhs, 


aud I think in all probability there is a larger’ 


liquor consuming population in this Colony than 
in the Straits Settlements. We, therefore, may 
say in round figures that consumers of liquor 
in this Colony pay about half. or less than half. 
what is paid by a similar section of the com- 
munity in the Straits Settlements. I mention 
this simply as a matter of interest. I do not 
believe there is any opposition to the general 
principle that in our difficulties of revenue we 
should turn to the consumers of liquor and 
impose a slight increase on the sale of liqaor in 
this Colony. (Applause.) 


Hon. Mr. StewaRtT—Your Excellency, I 
invite the Government to postpone this 
resolution. Those of us who, in common with 


the general public, hear now for the first time 
the arguments in favour of it, may reasonably, 
I think, ask for time in which to consider them, 
time in which those whose interests are more 
immediately affected may be enabled to repre- 
sent their views. No unofficial member is, I 
think, fully qualified to speak for them, and it 
scems, therefore, only fair that they should 
have an opportunity of representing any 
objections which they may have, if they 
wish to do so, through the medium of the Press. 
I, therefore, propose that the resolution be 
postponed until the next meeting of ( onncil. 

Hon. Mr. Osporne seconded. 

His ExceELLENcY—I shall be glad to adjourn 
the debate on this subject until the next meeting 
of Council, if that will meet with the views of 
hor. members. : 


MALICIOUS DAMAGE OlDINANCE. 
The ATTURNEY-GENERAL moved the first 
reading of a Bifl entitled An Ordinance to 
amend {he Malicious Damage Ordinance, 1865. 
The CoLo.1aAu SECRETARY seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 


RATING ORDINANCK AMENDM! NT. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved tlie first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
amend the Rating Ordinance, 1901. 

The CoOL NIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 

TRAMWAY ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEKAL moved the first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
amend the Tramway Ordinance, 1902. 

The CoLonrau SecRETARY seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 
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LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first 
reading of a Bill ‘entitled An Ordinance 
to amend the Liquor Licences Ordinance, 1898, 
aud the Liquor Licences Extension Ordinance 
1908, and to repeal the Liquor Licences Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1902. ~ , 

The COLONIAL-SECRETARY seconded and the 
motion was agreed to. 

DOGS ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 
. The .TTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
amend the Dogs Ordinance, 1893. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded,and the 
motion was agreed to. ; 

BUKIAL GXKOUND OBDINANCB. 

Tho ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to set 
apart certain Crown Land to be used as a 
jaca ground for persons professing the Chris- 
tian Religion, other than members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. ; 

Tne Cotontat SECRETARY seconded, and the. 
motion was agreed to. oo 

GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL RELIEF ORDINANCE: 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL movéd the first 
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to 
relieve the Governor-in-Council of certain 
ministerial duties, 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. - a 

PATENTS ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEKAL moved that the 
Council go into Committee on the Bill entitled 
An Ordinance to amend the Patents Ordinance 
1892. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 

The ATTOKNEY-GENERAL—The Committee 
will refmember that the bill was left in committee 
from time to time in order to obtain the con- 
sidered opinions of practical bodies—the Law 


“Society and the committee of the Chamber of 


Commerce. ‘I‘hese bodies have considered the 
bill. The Law Society made certain recom- 
“mendations which were submitted to the 
Chamber of Commerce, who concurred there- 
in. The Bill now before the Committee 
embodies the recommendations of the Law 
Society concurred in by the Chamber of Cam- 
merce. The alterations recommended are not 
extensive. Amendments will be made _ to 
sections five and eight. In section five 
certain words will be left out and in section 
eight sub-sections 12 and 13 will be deleted and 
two new sub-sections substituted. 

On onncil resuming the ATTORNEY-GENEBRA 
reported that the Bill had passed through com- 
mittee. 

The *¢ TTORNEY-GENERAL—As the Lill has 
been before the Coancil a considerable time and 
received the fullest consideration at capable 
hands, I move that, no member objecting, it be 
read a third time. : 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the 
bill was read a third time. 

His ExcreLLENcy—The Council stands ad- 
journed until Friday next. I hope that day 
will be convenient to members. 

Hon. Mr. Hewetr—It is English mail day, Sir. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Finance*Committee was 
then held, the COLONIAL SECKETARY presiding. 
The following votes were passed :— 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
. The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of Kight thousand three hundred 
and forty-four Dollars (¥8,344) in sid of the 
vote, Public Works Department, Other Charges, 
Incidental Expenses. 
SANITAKY DEPARTMENT. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of Two thousand six hundred 
Dollars ($2,600) in aid of the vote, Sanitary 
Department, Other Charges, Cemeteries, Inci- 
dental Expenses. 

SUPREME COURT. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote usum of Bighty-five Dollars ($85) in aid 
of the vote, Supreme Court, Other Charges, 
Language Study Allowance. 

PUBLIC WORKS EXTRAOBDINARY. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of’ Two thousand one hundred and 
tiftySive Dotlars (2,155) in aid of the vote, 
Public Works Extraordinary, Miscellaneous, 
Blake Pier Shelter. 


——— 


HONGKONG GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Minutes of a Monthly Meeting of the 
General ( ommittee of the Hongkong General « 
Chamber of Commerce held in the Chamber 
Room, St. George's Building, on Tnesday. the 
3rd August, 1909, at 4.50 p.m. Present :— Hon.. 


Mr. E. A. Hewett (Chairman). Mr. J. R. M. 
Smith (Vice-t.hairman!, Hon. Mr. W. J. | 
Gresson, Messrs. A. Babington. J. W. ©. 


Bonnar, J. W. Bardow, D. R. Law, H. A. ! 
Siebs. E. Shellim, H. E. ‘Tomkins and E. A: 
M,. Williams (Sceretary). \ 
MINUTES. | 
The Minutes of tue last Monthly Meeting of 
the Committee were confirmed. 


AKRBITRATIONS AND SURVEYS ON PIECE | 
GOODS. 
The following reply to the Bradford Chamber 
was read :--- 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


CURRENCY QUESTION. 

The following letter from the Tientsin Cham- 
ber was read: — 

Tientsin Chamber of Commerce, 
28th June, 1909. 

Str.—I ‘have the honour to invite the co- 
operation of your Chamber on the currency 
question, which is a matter of vital interest to i 
all the commercial committees in China. . 

The question has again been brought vividly | 
before this Chamber by-the wholesale depre. | 
ciation of the local currency, and matters have 
reached an impasse. | 

In inviting your co-operation you will per- : 
haps allow me to explain in some detail the : 
present situation of the local currency. 

The fineness of the local Hongping ua Pao | 
aycee is aupposed to be .992, and the shoes are so 
stamped. but no control has for some time been 
exercised over the melting shops, and the touch | 
has deteriorated to anything round about .965. 

In February, 1908, the Commissioner cf } 
Customs issued a notification (vide pp. 49-50 of | 
our 1908 Year Book) that owing to the deterior- 


Tongkong Chamber ot Commerce. | ation of sycee an extra 2 per cent. would be 
Dear Sir.—T am directed to your letter of | imposed on all duties, It was not until Septem- 
llth May. 1909, in which you_express the | ber, 1908. after much agitation, that this illegal i 
dissatisfaction exiMing among Exporters of | charge was done away with, but we were unable | 
Worsted, Woollen and Cotton Goods, whose * ¢, induce the Chinese Authorities to acknowl- 
product has heen the subject matter of dispute | dee their liability for the currency in spite 


between themselves and Eastern Buyers. 


the system adopted hy the Bombay Chamber 


é 4 lof the fact that all melting shops were required 
My Committee do not know in what particulars ! ¢. hold licences from them. 


Since that date a so-called melting fee of 8 | 


differs from {hat of the local Chamber, but have. jer cent. has been charged on all duties, and we 


written for details and upen their receipt will 

give the matter their further consideration. 
Tam to state that my Committee have had | 

full confidence in the ability of the Arbitrators | 


and Surveyors elected by them from time to ! ghoes, 
time, and cannot but believe that the error of | Haikuan Tao 
judgment is with the Exporters of the cargo | of our 


in dispute. 

If the Lradford Chambcr of Commerce can 
bring a clear case to the notice of my Committee. 
showing that they are justified in animadvert- 
ing against the decisions of our local Surveyors, 
in the manuer they have done. my Committee 
will thoroughly enquire into the matter.—I am. 
&e., « 


\ 


E. A. M. WIttiams, 
Secretary. 
The following letter to the Bombay Chamber 
was read :— 
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 
30th June, 1909. 

Tear Sir—My Chamber has received a 
circular letter from the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce in which the system adopted by the 


1 the ebolition of this imposition. 


| the banks could not be made owing to their 
| having no sycee of the requisite fineness. 


have. up to the present, been unable to secure 


No steps have been taken to recall the debased | 
sycee, nor efficiently control the issue of new | 
A proclamation was issued hy the | 
in March 1908 (vide p.142 
1908. Year Book), which ordered | 
the melting shops to issue sycee of .992 | 
fineness; but this proclamation has been 
a dead letter. The position then is this. 
That the former currency of debased sycee. 
lower than .992, which formed the currency of 
tha port, has been demonetised and that no 
effective steps have been taken to replace same 
by another currency. This has led to a state 
of confusion in all financial transactions to the 
detriment of trade. 

Things have reached such a pass that a pay: 
ment of Tis. 1,000,000 recently required to be 
made on Chinese Government account to one of 


On 18th instant, a special meeting «f thix 
Chamber was held, and a long. resolution was 
adopted demanding that the debased sycee shall 


Bombay Chamber of Commerce for dealing with | be recalled, replaced and remelted, and that an 
disputes in respect of alleged inferiority in the | efficient cortrol of all sycee melted in future 
quality of Worsted. Wovllen and Cotton Goods ! should be maintained. I havo the honour to 


is referred to. send you under separate cover copies of cor- 


My Committee would much like to kuow the | rexpondence. and of the minutes of the meeting 
procedure of your Chamber as to uppointment ; referred to. 


of Arbitrators and Surveyors, so that they may | 


bring ourselves into line with you. 


point will be much appreciated.—LI am, Xc., 
E. A. M. WILLIAMS, 


ber of Commerce was read :-- 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Bombay, 16th July, 1909. 
Dear Sir. In reply to vour letter dated 30th 
June regarding the procedure adopted by this 
Chamber with reference to the appointment of 


Arbitrators, I have pleasure in enclosing herein [ 


a copy of the rules'!and regulations governing 
all disputes submitted to the Committee. I 
may mention that surveyors for private surveys 
are not appointed. it ixs only when both parties 
to a dispute submit separate statements of their 
case direct that arbitration is undertaken and 
an award given. Both parties must also ex- 
press their willingness to abide ly the decision. 


; u } _ {co-operation of the other Chambers in China. 
Any information vou cau give me on this !and L feel confident in laying the 


ecretary. Ve 


The following reply from the Bombay Cham- Pekis 


‘tefore your Committee that they will wel Te aE . 
co-operate, swith the waters of this Colony strictly for the 


Corps in | purpose of regulations”15, 28 and 31 of the 


, come the 


ee ee ene OT 


The Committee was instructed to invite the 


facts 


opportunity to 
urging the Diplomatic 


‘of the currency being carried into effect. There 


‘isa strong feeling in this ‘ hamber that ¥e 


H 
( 
t 
| 


\ 


; speaker pointed out at ovr recent meeting. the 


cu go on writing despatches interminably ; 
as one | the 


without producing any effect, and, 


foreign community have a very powerful lever 
in the payments they make to the Customs. If 


it might be worth considering whether com- 


| our united representations again bear no fruit 


bined action of all the Chambers in the manner 


| indicated would be advisable. ” 


The minutes, forward- 
ing to you, will, I think, give an idea 
of the serious financial situation here, and, 
ax the agent of one of the banks pointed 


which I am 


When surverors who are adopted by the | on, breaking point may be reached at any 


disputants themselves are unable to agree the 
matter can be referred ta the Committee of this 
Chamber for uu Umpire’s decision. 


moment. 


I feel confident in approaching your Chamber 
that we shall have your full support in another 


ig to insist on the long promised reform ; 
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able, under the new Chinese régime, to secure | 


the desired reform.—I have, &c., 
W. E. Sovutucort, 
Chairman. 


The letter and enclosures were duly acknow!- 


; edged in a letter which stated that the matter 


was receiving the attention of the Committee of 
the Chamber, and subsequently the following 
reply was sent :— : 
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 
10th August, 1949. 

Str,—I have now the honour to reply to your 
letter dated 28th June, 1909, on the question of 
Currency Reform in China. 

My Committee are fully prepared, as they 
have always been, to take part in any concerted 
action having for its object the improvement of 
the present state of affairs to which you call 
attention. It is.presumed that the present 


| endeavour will take the form of a joint memorial, 


and my Committee pill be glad to receive a 
draft of it in due course.—-I am, &c., 
FE. A. M. WILLIAM, 
Secretary. 

W. E. Southcott, Esq., 

Chairman, Tientsin Chamber of Commerce. 
THE BLOWING OF STEAM WHISTLES IN THE 
HARBOUR. 

The following letter from Messrs. Deacon, 
Looker and Deacon was read :— 

‘ Hongkong, 23rd July, 1909. 
Sir,— We desire to call the attention of your 

Committee and especially to those Members of 
it who'represent shipping interests, to the 21st 
regulation of Table “M"’ of the Merchant 
Shipping Ordinance No. 10 of 1899. The object 
of this regulation is to control the nuisance 
caused by the unnecessary blowing of steam 
whistles in the harb--ur. 

In the original regulations published simul- 
tuneously with the Ordinance, tho regulations 
ran as follows :— 

“9, No Steamship when at anchor near or 
lying off the Praya, or when moored to or 
waiting at any wharf or landing-places, shall 
use the steam whistle, vor shall such steam- 
ship, when under way, use the steam whistle, 
except for the purpose of giving necessary, 
notice of her approach towards any other 
vessel *'] : 

“10, No steamship when entering or leaving 
the Harbour, or when at anchor therein, shall 


use her steam whistle, except for the purpose . 


of navigation or to avoid collision. The use 

of such steam whistle for any other purpose 

is hereby prohibited.” 

These regulations were amended by the Gov- 
ernment Gazette of the !0th March, 1908, page 
342. and the following regulation was substituted 
for the two quoted above:— 

“91. No steamship shall use her steam 
whistle except for the purpose of navigation 
as laid down by His \ajesty’s Orders in 
Council in Articles 15, 28 and 31 of the 
Collision Regulations. “ ae 
The effect of the present regulation is that, 

unless a steamship blows her whistle when in 


regulations for preventing collisions at sea, a 
‘ nuisance is committed for which the Master 
cun be fined. 

Weare 
invariable 
‘waters of this 
other crowded anchorages . and _ possibly 
even in the open sea to give & Warn- 
ing on the whistle of ao steamship’s ap- 
| proach to small craft whose presence or course 

might constitute danger either to themselves or. 

to the steamship. This signal appears to 
| consist of one or more blasts or toots. 

The neces-ity for this warning is particularly 
apparent in this harbour where steamers, when 
coming up to their buoys or their wharves, 
have often to be steered at such a speed as to 
| preclude their being under full steerage way, 
| rendering them often unable, owing to the 


given to understand it is 
practice of seamen, both 


in the Colony and in 


‘ 


Tn sending you the enclosed pamphlet I would | united endeavour to secure the long promised of the tides, to avoid small craft which other- 
express the hope that it will prove of practical | carrency reform. 


utility and furnish you with the information 
you desire to obtain.—Yours faithfully, 
J.B. Lesnie Ropeeks. 
The Secretary. 


We ure communicating in the above sense 
with the Chambers of Commerce at Shanghai. 
Hinokow, Tsingtau, Newchwang, London, 

aud Manchester, and I feel hopeful that if 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. we unite in taking firm action we shall be 


| wise they would be boun:! <u steer clear of. 

| Under regulation “1, us at present framed, o 
steamship cannot adopt the customary method 

| of warning small craft without being liable. to 

‘ eenviction for a nuisance 


‘ crowded state of the harbour and the influence 


On the assumption . 
that the giving of these warning whistles is in. 
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accordance with the ordinary practice of seamen, 

- Regulation 21 would also- seem to be contrary 
to regulation No. 6 of Table “M." viz,: - 

“6, All vessels irrespective of size shall, 

. Whether ina Fairway or not, observe the 

International Collision Regulations, and no 

vessel whatever shall anchor in any of the 

Fairways,” 
and to Regulation No. 29 for preventing col- 
lisions at sea, . 

We would invite the attention of your ship- 
ping members and of your Committee to a con- 
sideration of the above facts.— We have, &c., 

Deacon, Looker anv Deacon. 


After consideration of the matter by the Com- 

mittee the following reply was sent :— 
Hongkong, 7th August, 1909. 

GENTLEMEN,—My Committee has now con- 
sidered your letter dated 23rd July, on the 
subject of Regulation 2: of Table “ 1” of the 
Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordinance 
No. 10 of 1899 and its relation to the control of 
nuisances caused by the unnecessary blowing of 
steam whistles in the harbour. 

My Committee would be glad to know in 
what particular you would suggest the existing 
regulations should be amended in order that 
they should not interfere with the ordinary 
precautions considered to be desirable by Mas- 
ters in the navigation of the harbour. 

I should be glad to hear if you would be good 
enough to act on behalf of the Chamber of 
Commerce in this respect, and draft amending 
regulations to take the place of the unworkable 
sections referred to in your letter.—I have, Xc., 

E. A. M. WItiiaMs, 
Secretary. 
Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deacon. 


TRADE MARKS BILL. 

The Secretary submitted the following re- 
port of the Sub-Committee appointed at the 
last Meeting to consider the Bill: - 
Recommendations of the Sub-Committee ap- 
pointed by the Hongkong General Chamber 
of Commerce regarding the new Trade 
Marks Ordinance, 

A.—As regards Clause 35 p. 6 “ Non-user 
of Trade Mark." It is proposed that the 
time limit be abolished altogether, as a 
ticket once registered should be the pro- 
perty of the Registered owner for all time. 

B.—As regards Clause 39 p. 7. The Sub- 
Committee uphold the position taken up by 
the «committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce in their letter to the Colonial 
Secretary dated 23rd October 1908, to the 
effect that “ Registration does not confer 
aright. “ Rights are conferred by usage. 
Registration is only one of a “number of 
safe-guards to such rights.” 

C.—Rule 28 p.12. Hearings.” 
menths” to read “ six months.” 

D.—Rule 33 Opposition to Registration p. 
13. Sefhree months" to read “ Six months.” 

Rule 32% Counter Statement p. 13. “ One 
month * to read “ Three months ." 

Hongkong, 31st July, 1909. 


“Three 


* 


. The Sub-Committee's recommendations wera 
unanimously adopted and it was decided to for- 
ward them to the Government. 

The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, 
expressed his thanks to the gentlemen who sat 
on the Sub-Committee. ; 

PATENTS ORDINANCE 1892. 

The Government forwarded for the consider- 
ation of Committee a copy of a Bill entitled an 
1892, Ordinance to amend the Patents (irdinance 
which has been read a first and second time by 
the Legislative Council of this Colony, together 
with a copy of a letter from the Hongkong 
Law Society dated the 6th instant and a copy 
of a Memorandum dated the 12th instant by the 
Crown Solicitor, whose suggestions are accept- 
able to the Law Society. His Excellency the 
Governor inquired whether your Committee 
concurred in these amendments. 

A reply was returned that the Committee 
saw nothing to object to in the amendments 
covered by the Ordinance as altered by the Law 
Society. ae 


A Tonkin contemporary urges the Govern- 
ment to financially assist prospectors in exploit- 
nig the mineral resources of the prorince. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


THE LARGEST MOTOR LAUNCH | 


IN THE EAST, 


—___@—__. 


THE TRIAL OF THE “TIEN MA” 


At the invitation of Mr. J, W. Kew a number 
of local residents on Saturday hac the pleasure of 
taking a trial trip on the motor boat Tien Ma, 
the largest vessel of its class in the East, and 
designed for the river trade between Wuchow 
and Nanning. Shortly after five o'clock the 
engines were set in motion and the Tien Ma 
started on her trial run past Chinwan, round | 
Chunghne Island, through the Mahwan iassage 
and back to port. It was a new experience to 
many on board to travel by a motor boat, but 
the behaviour of the craft throughout the trip 
impressed them that it was not an unpleasant 
one, for in addition to the comfort found in well 
appointed launches, the Tien Ma travels at a 
speed which few, if any, steam launches in the 
Colony could maintain for more than a few 
knots. 

‘The new vessel, which is hollow sterned, has 
a length of 74 feet and » beam of 143 feet. Her 
draught, when fully loaded with 25 tons of cargo 
and 125 passengers, is 24 feet. The boat has a 
100 B.H.P. six cylinder Gardner engine instal- 
led, each cylinder being eight inches in diameter 
and having a nine-inch stroke. The engine 
takes ordinary kerosene as fuel, has low tension 
magneto igniton, forced lubrication, patent 
governor and reversing gear, while the vessel is 
fitted with a solid four blade bronze propeller 
and self-starter. The fuel consumption is .7 
pints per B.H.P. per hour, which is tha acme of 
economy, The engine starts off magnetos, no 
batteries being required, 

This is the fourth boat built for the Wu- 
chow-Nanning run, and a fifth is now on the 
stocks. All the vessels are fitted with Gardner 
engines, for which Messrs. .|. W. Kew and Co. 
are the sole agents for China and the Philip- 
pines, and an idea of their strength, durability, 
excellence of design and reliability can be gaugid 
from the fact that the boats now on the run- 
average about 26,000 miles a year without 
having to come to Hongkong for repairs. The 
Tier Ma has an average speed of ten knots. 
The hull was built under the supervision of 
Mr. Banker, at Wuchow, while the engine was 
installed by the Hongkong Dock Company 
under the supervision of Mr. J. Kew. 

On the vessel's arrival in port she was made 
fast to Queen's Statue Wharf, where 
' Mr. D. Macponatp returned thanks on 
behalf of the guests. He said he thought they 
would be wanting in gratitude if they failed to 
express their appreciation of the very pleasant 
trip they had had on the trial, and to wish 
future success to the Tien Ma. Her owners, 
Messrs. Kew and Banker, were the pioneers of 
the upper West River, for they had not only 
made travelling easy but also comfortable and 
rapid for the public who visited that part of 
the country. He had no doubt that with such 
facilities many in the near future would make a 
trip to Nanning, and he hoped that numbers 
would find it convenient to travel by the -Tien 
Ma. (Hear, hear.) The distance from Wuchow 
to Nanning was something like 370 miles and 
about three years ago it was a question of weeks 
to make that voyage. Now it could be accom. 
plished in six days by the vessels of Messrs. } 
Kew and Banker. 

Mr. Kew, in responding, said— Gentlemen, — 
For the good wishes so kindly expressed by Mr. 
Macdonald for the success of the Tien Ma I 
desire, on behalf of the owners and nyself, . to 
tender you all our best thanks for your | 
presence here to-day. It is nct often that: 
trips of motor boats take place in Hongkon -, 
nor in the Far East for that matter, espécially in 
craft of such large dimensions as this one. 
But although I do not wish to take on the 
mantle of a prophet, I am of opinion that in 
the near future such trials will be, if not an- 
everyday occurrence, at least very, frequent. 


—_—____. 


Great hopes have been expressed on all sides of | 


the opening up of China by railroads. und with 
its magnificent system of waterways I predict 
that the motor boat will do its share in this direc- 


tion. Steam-boats can navigate China's great 
rivers, but the ubiquitous motor boat of shallow 
draught, burning kerosene as fuel, 
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fact in places where coal cannot, there is a 


great future for this type of vessel. In 
Canton there are scores, mostly pleasure 
boats of small size—burning gasolene. it is 
true—but when the 
craft for commercial purposes 
ciated the demand is certain to increase by 
leaps and bounds. Asa marine engincer, I at 
first, in common with the majority of my cloth, 
had a prejudice against the motor, which 
appeared to be more of a toy than a seriously 
useful engine. It was all right in-a small boat 
to afford a few hours’ pleasure and, incidently, 
many an ‘honr’s vexation, toil, and ruffled, 
temper when it down. But after abont 
10 years’ experience with internal combustion 
engines I have no hesitation in pinning my 
faith on their future, There are motems and 
motors, stationary and marine. The former 
always give satisfaction because they perform 
their functions under almost uniform conditions. 
But with the marine engine, which is called upon 
to bear all sorts of unexpected strains, the chief 
of which is the varying load it has to carry 
by reason of the different speeds at which it is 
run, it requires to be reliable, well designed, 
und substantially built, or trouble is bound to 
ensue. That the Gardner possesyes all of these 
desirable qualities is amply evidenced by the 
fact that the three sister ships to this, in which 
are installed Gardner kerosene engines, motor 
some 26,000 miles a year without ever failing. 
The Tren Ma may not be a “thing of beauty, ’ 
but she hus been designed for more serious work 
than show. With her three sister boats already 
on the run sbe will be a booh to the Chinese, 
from the high official to the humble. farmer, 
travelling between Wuchow and Nanning. 
Where formerly it took, weeks to cover 
the journey if now takes but six to 
seven days, and the increased comfort 
afforded native junks needs no description. 
Merchandise, tuo, reaches its market in 
a third of the time formerly occupied, and 
merchants much appreciate the accelerated ser- 
vice. ‘he bout, as you will see, is far more 
substantially built than would appear to be 
necessary. But the navigation of the river is 
not all plain sailing and the boats have many a 
narrow escape in the vicinity of the rapids. Mr. 
Banker, as the pioneer of this service, merits all 
praise, as it is due to his pertinacity and 
perseverunce in overcoming ‘ thousands of 
difficulties that these boats continue on the ran. 
Most other men would have retired in the face 
of the almost insuperable trials and obstacles he 
experienced for the first year or two, not to 
mention the pecuniary loses involved. But he 
had faith, stuck to his guns and worked hard, 
and this boat which you all have seen run so 
well to-day, is but another proof of his pluck and 
perseverance. Gentlemen, let me again thank 
you for the pleasure your presence has given us 
and for your good wishes, which I hope will be 
fully realised. (Applause.) 


Other toasts were honoured, and the party — 


advantages of larger — 
are appre- ~ 


dispersed after raising cheers to the owners ‘ 


and all connected with the successful launching 
of the craft. 


CAPTAIN OF 8S.S. “PERSIA” FINED. 


Before Lieut. C. W. Beckwith, R,N., at the 
Marine Magistrate's Court on Aug. 9 the mas- 
ter of the s.s. Persia was proceeded aguinst by 


Mr. A. k. Davey, Chief Boarding Officer, for” 


failing to enter his ship at the Harbour Office 
within 24 hours after arrival. Defendant stated 
that he-had been at’ Whampow fer sometime 
and when he first arrived there had de- 
posited the ship's - articles, register aud 
clearance at the British Consulate, Canton. 
When leaving he “was: assured that the ship's 
-papers were certain to be sent here by mail. 
His Worship exonerated the defendant from 
‘personal blame, but imposed a nominal fine 
of 825. . . . 3 


The Supreme Court of the Philippine Islands 
has approved the+deportation ot Ly Chuan, a 
Chinaman convicted for the third time of the 
illegal use of opium. It wus shown in the trial 
that he not only used the drug for himself but 
that he*traded in it and the fact that he was 


can ; an exploiter. of the vice” was taken into con- 


penetrate beyond the limits of steam navigatidn. | sideration by tha eiprente tribuual in sustaining 


As kerosene can be bought all over China, in the sentence of the 


ower court, 


« 


14) 
CHARGES AGAINST SHIP’S 
OFFICERS, 
—_9# ~~ 


MARINE COURT OF INQUIRY. 


MATE'S CERTIFICATE SUSPENDED FOR 
TWO YEARS, 


A Marine Court to inquire into charges of 
misconduct on the part of the master and mate 
of the British steamer Shiu On assembled at 
the Harbour Office on Aug. 10. Lieut. Keckwith, 
R.N., Acting Harbour-Master, presided, and the 
Court was composed of Lieut. Henry Butter- 
worth, R.N., of the Tamar; Cupt P. H. Rolfe, 
Master-of the British steamer Yuen Sany; 
Capt. A. R. W. Hodgins, Master of the British 
steamer Hatyang; and Capt. C. V. Lloyd, 

- Master of the British steamer Fatshan. 

. At the outset the President read the notes of 
evidence taken by the Marine Magistrate when 
the hearingeof a charge preferred by Alexander 
Seaton, the master of the. steamer, against 


William James O'Hanlon, the mate, of disorderly. 


conduct came before the Court.- On the-strength 
of this the Harbour-Master applied to the 
Governor for a Court of: Inquiry, and His 
Excellency’s warrant for holding the Court was 
afterwards read. 

. Mr. Shenton, from the office of Messrs. Dea- 
‘ ,con, Looker and Deacon, appeared for the 
.- master, the mate not|being legally represented. 
: In reply to Mr. Shenton, . the President 

- indicated that they would proceed with the 

- charges against the mate first. 

. . .Mr.-Shenton stated that the charges preferred 

against-the mate were disregarding and refusing 

to obey the lawful orders of the master, drunken- 

ness while on duty, and conduct prejudicial to 

good order and discipline on board, At present 

they were only dealing with of the charges 
of, gross misconduct and drunkenness. 

. Alexander Nelson Seaton, the master of the 

Shiu On, then went into the witness-box. He 
stated that he had been thirty-two years at sea, 
and not once during that period had there been 
auy question as to his conduct. The crew of 
thé:Shiu On numbered 50, there being three 
European officers, the captain, the mate and the 
chief engineer. On the night of July 19th when 
on the voyage from Kongmoon to Hongkong 
there were about 250 passengers on board, 


They stopped at Wongmoon for the customs’ 


examination and left again shortly after five 
o'clock. 

What in your opinion was Hanlon'scondition 
up to that time?—He looked as if he had been 
drinking . 

The President—Was he flushed ¥ — Yes. 

What was peculiar about him ?—He was very 
sarcastic. 

Very sarcastic ?—In other words he snubbed 


me, 
You did not think he was incapable then ?—I 
- did not. I wasin my room about an hour when 
we overtook the Shun Dee and I stood in my 
doorway to see how we would get on. 

The President—How get on?—To see that 
there was no racing neck and neck. 

What happened ’—The pilot slowed down, 
according to my orders, and let the Shun Lee 
get ahead. Mr. Hanlon commenced to make 
sarcastic remarks about the pilot slowing down. 
Some time later when I came on deck the chief 
officer used veryrabusive language towards me. 

What did he say ’—He used all the language 
in the sailor's vocdpulary. 

In your opinidwwhat was his condition then ? 
—He was drunk. No man in his senses would 
use such language to his chief officer. 

What was your opinion about his being able 
to carry on the ship?—I ordered him off the 
bridge because I did not think he was in a fit 
condition to take charge. 

What did he say then ’—He said he would see 
me in —— first. He would not go to his 
room, but remained on deck and abused me. 

About this time did you say anything to the 
pilot anchoring at Wongmoon ¥—Yes, T gave 
him orders to anchor there and wait for the 
upcoming steamer. 

Was the mate present —He was. 

What did he say ?—He still abused me. 
followed me from one side to the other. 

This continued until you got to Wongmoon ? 
—Yes, 


He 


| 


—_——_—— 


| 
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What happened at Wongmoon?—He told 
the pilot not to anchor, and made sneering 
remarks about me. ; 

Did you again order the mate to his room ?— | 
I ordered him half a dozen times. 

How long did you remain on the bridge 
after you anchored ?—TI turned in then. 


his room and continued to abuse him, saying 


| [August 16, 1909. 


| The President—Did she wait thirty minutes ? 


She did not; she sailed at the appointed time. 
The Mate—Did nobody go up to your house . 
to call you during the afternoon P—Yos, but 


| I could not understand why. I was out then. 


What state were you in when you came down 


ion Sunday evening about six p.m. ?—The same 
Witness added that the mate followed him to | “ 


I am now— in my ordinary condition. 
Had the ship left Hongkong several times 


that he would do" for him. The mate went | without your being on the bridge ? 


in and out from his cabin to the bridge until ' 


The President -That has nothing to do with 


two o'clock. Then he remained in his | *is case. ; ; 
cabin till seven in the morning. They John’ Barr, engineer on the Shiu On 
left Wongmoon at 5.30 am. At seven , said that the mate was on the bridge from 


o'clock the mate came out and commenced |! 


abusing witness, who was on the bridge then. 
Did™ this continued abuse impede you in 
your duty as master ?—It did not impede me in 
my duty on the ship. 
But it annoyed you P— Yes. 


| 
What was the condition of this man at 71. 


a,m.?— He had sobered up. 

What happened when you reached Hong- 
kong ?— He went ashore immediately the ship 
was made fast. ; 

Tho President—Is it customary for the chief 
officer to ask your leave before he goes 9—No. 

In reply to Mr. Shenton, witness said 
that when his duties were done _ the 
mate conld fo ashore. The mate came back 
about noon “ under the influence, * 

=What made you think so ?—His actions. 
was creating a disturbance on the wharf. 

Examination continued—He come on board 
and used abusive language to the assistant 
manager and the compradore. Hanlon became 
so threatening after tiffin that witness came to 
the Harbour Office for protection. He was 
advised to get rid of the mate, to discharge him. 
Ultimately the mate was removed from the ship 
by the Water Police. 

The President—Who gave the order ?—I 
believe you did, sir. 


The President—Well, I want you to tell me. 

Examination continued—He was very excited 
when the Water Police took him away. It was 
possible to have drinks brought up to the bridge 
when on duty there by calling the boy. 

By the Court—The steward runs the bar, but 
that was for the passengers. The officers could have 
as many drinks as they wished. He had power to 
stop it, but he did not do so because the mate 
seemed all right when they left. He had never 
been abused before. 

Capt. Rolfe—Is it usual for the officer of the 
watch to have drinks on the bridge when on 
watch?—Not when on watch. 

Capt. Lloyd—What steps did you take with 
regard to stopping the chief officer's liquor after 
you saw his condition at Wongmoon?—I told 
the. boy to let him have no more. 

_ The President—lIs this officer signed off? — Yes. 

Capt. Hodgins—Was this the first complaint 
against this officer ?—No, sir. ‘ 


He 


The President—How long has he been with | 


you 2—From 16th June to 20th July. 
The President—How long do you keer your 


cnief officers ?—Year in and year out if they; 


behave themselves. 

How long did the last one stay 
weeks. ee ’ 
And the previous one?— Two weeks. . 
How is that “year in and year ‘out? ’—The 
one before stayed six months. ny Jat eee cs 

Where did you get this man ?—In the Sailors’ 
Home F oof. 

Cross-examined by the Chief Officer—He did’ 
not read the official log to him on board the 
ship because he was too abusive. 

Does that mean you thought he would hit. 
you ? — Yes. 

Witness did not enter it in 


the log at the 


time because he thought .Hanton would be -all* 
right again, and he did not wish to get’ the man 


into trouble. ; 


Could you write your name on July- 18th aad | 


19th ?—I don’t understand the question. ‘  ; 
The President—Auswer yes or no?— Yés. 
The Mate—You say you were on: the bridge 


when the Shun Lee passed?—Yes, I did not give |° 


any orders then to slow down as [ had -pre- 
viously given instructions to the pilot: 
Did you see the typhoon signals up on leaving 
Kongmoon ?—I did. ’ 
Leaving Hongkong on the 18th, why was th 


ship: kept waiting half an hour for youP—I 


told them the time I would sail. 


8.30 till they reached Wongmoon. 


2—Three | 


‘leaving Kongmoon. 


He thought 
Hanlon was under the influence of drink, 
but was not incapable. On the voyage from 
Wongmoon to Hongkong the Captain was sober 
and gave no provocation to the man to abuse 


him. 

Capt. Lloyd—Did you hear the mate criticis- 
ing the action of the master during the time 
they were at anchor ?—No. ; 

The President—Has there been any friction 
between the master and the mate before this ?— 
No. ; : 

Was there any delay in sailing on the 18th 
July ?—No. 

Did you see the master when he arrived on 
board that night ?— Yes. 

Was he sober ? —Yes. . 

Anybody can get drinks on board ?—Yes. 

Officers and passengers can get liquor at any 
hour by sending dqywn for it >—Yes. 

Yon say the chief officer was under the influ- 
ence of liquor when you were at anchor at 
W ongmoon ?— Yes. 

Would you say he was quite safe to go on the 
bridge ?—Yes. 

He was just a bit cheerful, eh P— Yes. 

You weuld have perfect confidence in turning 
in when the chief officer was in this state ?— 
Yes. Hoe was not sufficiently nuder the influence 
of liquor to be untrustworthy. 

I take it these boats are largely navigated by 
the pilot >—What do you mean ? 

You have a pilot on board P—Yes. 

And he takes charge during the intricate 
navigation ?—I don’t know. 


There is a difference between a man taking 
nominal charge and complete charge ? Would 
you say the chief officer was capable of handling 
any ship from the bridge point of view ?—Yes. 

The Secretary of the Shiw On Company 
spoke to Hanlon creating a disturbance on the 
steamer at the wharf on July 2 th, and to call- 
ing witness a coolie. 

The pilot on the Shiu On said he saw the 
mate on the bridge on the occasion stated. He 
was “away from his hands and legs,” by which 
witness meant that the mate was under the 
influence of liquor. Witness also spoke as to 
the master and the mate having a quarrel. 
The captain told witness to anchor at. Wong- 
moon and the mate told him to go siggight on 
to Hongkong. Witness said he sa e mate 
threaten the captaiu, and heard him speak loudly 
to the captain.. As far as witness knew the 
master was sober all the voyage. 

Phe quartermaster also testified to seing a 
quarrel between the master and the mate after 
He also declared that the 
captain was sober during the voyage. 

Another Chinese member of the crew said the 
mate was insolent.to the Captain and followed 
him‘ about the ship. In his opinion the mate 
was drunk on that occasion and the captain was 
Sober throughout the voyage. 

The mate then gave evidence on his own 


| bebalt: He said the Shiu On left Kongmoon at 


twety minutes to six, and the Captain did not 


|-fame on deck again until they were anchored at 
>. W.ongm ; 


oon. e 
The President—Have you any reason to ~ 


:suggest why he was not on deck?—He was 
- under the influence of liquor. 


Have you got any witnesses to that effect ?— 
No. 

You have no one? - No. 

No one to substantiate it ?— No. 

The President—Do you consider it is any use 
making a statement you cannot substantiate ? 
I should advise you to withdraw it. There is 
no object in making a statement you cannot 


substantiate. . 


The statement made by witness before the 
Marine Magistrate was read. 


i) 


N 
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‘passengers’ luggage’ overboard while the ship 


"camera its finding, which was afterwards read in 


:. then asked if the witness should hold up both 


- @xamination of the witness was proceeded with. 


Augast 16, 1909.) 


Tho President—Have you. anything further 
to say P—Not much except that Iswear that we 
waited half an hour for the captain that night. 

Anything else >—The master went straight to 
his cabin. At two o'clock I found him in the 
messroom. 

There was no reasou why he shoulda't be 
there P—It was his watch. - 

‘Was the ship under weigh ?—Yes. 

The captain was then recalled. He said that 
after coming on board on the-18th July, the 
compradore came to him and complained that 


the chief officer had thrown two baskets of 


was at the wharf. The articles were recovered. 
He asked the mate what he meant by it. 

The ship's compradore deposed to the mate 
throwing overboard some passengers’ luggage 
while the Shtwu On was at the wharf on July 
18th. He did not report it to tke captain. 

The engineer, recalled, gaid he did not see the 
mate throwing luggage overboard. Cross- 
examined. He heard it spoken about on board. 

The Court was cleared and considered in 


open Court as follows :— 

We find the charges made by the master, 
Alexander Nelson seaton against William 
James O'Hanlon. first mate, proved—that you 
were drunk on duty during the 18th and 19th 
July, and that during that time your 
conduct was prejudicial to good order and 
discipline and mutinous. Further that the 
charges made by you against the master 
were unsubstantiated and therefore vexatious. 
This Court therefore orders your certificate to 
be suspended for two years. Given under our 
hands, Victoria, Hongkong, this tenth day of 
August, 1909, Charles W. Beckwith, Lieut. 
R.N., President of the Marine Magistrate's 
Court; Henry Butterworth, Lieutenant R.N. ; 
Chas. V. Lloyd, master s.s. Futshan; Percy H. 
Rolfe, Younger Brother of Trinity House. 


THE SCOTCH OATH. 


Some amusement was created at the Marine 
Court on Aug, 10 during the course of the in- 
quiry into charges of misconduct preferred 
against the master and mate of the Shiu On. 
When the engineer entered the witness-box 
Mr. Shenton suggested that as the witness was 
Scotch he might prefer to be sworn in the 
Scotch fashion. The engineer nonchalantly 
replied that he did not mind, whereupon a Court 
official repeated the English form of oath while 
witness held up his hand. Mr. Shenton, how- 
ever, was dissatisfied. He said the witness 
should repeat the oath after the official admin- 
istering itand hold up his hand. The President 


hands, a question which provoked a smile, and 
Mr Shenton having returned an answer in the 
negative, the President directed that the man 
sh be re-sworn. There did not appear to be 
any dfiference from the previous attempt, but* 
Mr. Shenton said he was satisfied, and the 


The Scotch form is altogether different from 
the English, and runs something like the 
following: “I swear, as I shall answer to God 
at the great day of judgment, that I will tell 
the truth the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth.” 


ROBBERY IN CHANCERY LANE. 


A daring robbery is reportéd to the police as 
having occurred in Chancery Lane on Friday 
last, a Chinese woman falling victim to a des- 
perate gang of thieves. As she was walking 
along the thoroughfare a coolie snatched her 
umbrella and dashed into the passage way of 
aground floor house. The woman gave chase, 
but no sooner had she got within the door than 
it was locked, and she was seized by two other 

. men. One seized her by her throat, while 
another gagged her. The thieves then proceed- 
ed to strip her of her jewellery, which she valued 
at $373, after which they made good their 
escape. The woman was later found lying 
at the foot of the stairs in a semi-conscious 
condition by one of the inmates. 


The health of H.E. Chang Chih Tung is 


reported in the Peking papers to be causing 


-considerable anxiety. 
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Gunner H. E. Stewart was charged at the 
Magistracy on Aug. 11 with stealing 4 bottle of 
whisky, value $1.70; from Yee Yuen’s compradore 
shop, 107, Queen's Road Hast, on the 8th inst. 

The accountant in the firm said: fhe defen- 
dant entered the shop on Sunday night, and after 
looking at the case of wines and spirits he took 
out a bottle of whisky and asked “witness “how 
much?" Witness told -him that the price was 
$1.70, but defendant without saying anything 
more walked out with the bottle. Witness sent 
a foki after him to ask forthe money. Witness 
heard him say “pay bottle whisky," but defen- 
dant did not pay, whereupon witness went to 
him and asked him for the bottle of whisky. 
Defendant, however, declined to give it to 
him. He did not say anything, but simply 
stood whers he was. Witness called a con- 
stable, who asked what was the matter. 


Defendant said he had bought a bottle of 
whisky, but witness said that defendant had 


no money with which to pay him and asked the 
constable to get back the bottle. The constable 
spoke to the defendant, who said that he wanted 
to drink it. Defendant had evidently been 
drinking. 


The foki gave corroborative evidence. He 


said that he “chased” the defendant to the 


next shop. 
P. C. Glendinning said that 


defendant 


appeared to hare been drinking. but he did not 
seem very drunk. Defendant told him that he 
lived in the district where that »hisky was made, 


and kuowing that it was good he wanted it. 


that the defendant should have taken the whisky 


His Lordship remarked that it was strange 


knowing that he would have been arrested. 

Inspector Kerr said that when he saw 
defendant in the charge room he thought he 
was very drunk, but when he went away with 
the military escort he straightened up. 

Defendant said he was so drunk he did not 
remember anything about it. He did not re- 
collect going into the shop, but he remembered 
having the whisky. 

How much did you drink that afternoon? — 
Couldn't tell. I had been out ull the afternoon. 

Bombardier. Owen, a member of the escort, 
said defendant was drunk when he was taken 
from the Police Station. 

His Worship said this case raised the difficult 
question of how far drunkeuness was to be taken 
into consideration in respect of a crime. ‘I'he 
rough and ready rule was that drunkenness was 
not to be taken into consideration, that it was 
no excuse, but in certain crimes the intention 
was a condition precedent to the crime being 
committed, and one ought to take into considera- 
tion the fact whether the defendant committed 
a certain crime with a certain intention. His 
Worship, after referring to certain decisions to 
show that it was the duty of the prosecution in 
certain cases to establish felonious intent, said 
that in this case the evidence was very clear. 
The prosecution had not satisfied him that there 
was felonious intent on the part of the defend. 
ant in taking that bottle of whisky, and he 
would, therefore, be discharged. 


STEAMER CAPTAIN CAUTIONED. 


At the Marine Court on Aug. 12before Lieut. 
Beckwith, R.N., Acting Harbour Master, 
Captain Willoughby, of the Government steam 
launch Stanley, charged Captain Seaton, of the 
s.s. Shiu On, with failing to observe the regu- 
lations for preventing collisions at sea. 

Complainant stated that on August 8th, at 
about 7 p.m., while proceeding down the central 
fairway from west to east he noticed the Shiu 
On moving through the junk anchorage. 
Witness was on the starboard side of the central 
fairway, but he ported his helm and gave one 
short blast on his whistle. The Shiu On, just 
entering the fairway, gave a short blast, but did 
not alter her helm. Witness then put his launch 
foll speed astern, giving three blasts on his 
whistle, and just cleared the Skiu On, but came 
on top of the junks. 

Defendant said he was going through the 


southern channel, but could not get through 


owing to the junks, so he came through the 
junks. He ported his helm when he gare a 
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blast, but was so close to the junks that he could 
only give very little helm. When he heard the 
three whistles from the Stanley he went on. 

His Worship dismissed the defendant with a 
severe caution, advising him to navigate through 
the junks at slow speed and to use the southern 
channel where practicable, also to try and realise _ 
the danger incurred in crossing the dee 
dranght channel. ; 


SEARCHING A STEAMER, 


At the Magistracy on Aug. 12 fourof the crew 
of the steamer Cyclops were placed before 
Mr. Hazeland on a charge of being in possession 
of opium. It appears that on Wednesday 
Sergt. Wilson and a party of nine excise officers 
wont on board the steamer to search for opium, 
and while the sergeant went tolook for the chief 
officer ho was called to the tallyman’s cabin, 
where he found the four defendants and two 
excise officers. Opium had been discovered 
and the defendants had thyown it out of the 
porthole and afterwards assaulted the officers. 
His Worship convicted the defendants and 
imposed a fine of ten dollars each. 

On the conclusion of the case the captain of 
the Cyclops complained that violence was used 
in arresting the men; and as stated by Sergt. 
Wilson tp captain disputed: the authority of 
the sergeaht to search the ship, his Worship 
replied thgt even if the captain was not aware 
of the fort regulations it was reasonable for 
him to Assnme that a police officer in uniform 
would be on board a ship searching without 
autgority. Mr Hoggarth, excise officer, asked the 
captain if his ship had never been searched for 
cpium before, and the captain admitted that it 
had been searched in other ports buat not in 


Hongkong. 


Another member of the crew was fined $45 or 


one month's imprisonment for having been in 
possession of a quantity of opium. 
ce eerie 


DEATH OF MR. ERICH GEORG. 


In the death of Mr. Erich Georg, the well- 
known sharebroker, which took place at his 
residence on Wednesday, Hongkong has lost a 
widely-respected resident of nearly forty years 
standing. He came out to Hougkong as an 
assistant in the firm of Messrs. Siemssen and Co., 
after the close of the Franco-German war, in 
which he took part and gained the highly-valued 
distinction of the Iron Cross (first class) for 
bravery on the field of battle. Mr. Georg 
remained in the service of Messrs. Siemssen 
and Company for about ten years, and then 
commenced business in partnership with a 
Mr. C. C. Cohen as a share and general 
broker, the firm name being Cohen and 
Georg. This partnership lasted for more than 
twelve years, and in 1894 Mr. Georg 
started on his own account, and established 
a good connection. During the past twelve 
months Mr. Georg had been in an indifferent 
state of health. About three weeks ago he took 
to his bed and gradually sank. The news of 
his death will be received with deep regret not 
only in Hongkong but in the coast ports, where 
his business connections had made him well and 
favourably known. He was a man of the 
strictest integrity, and the high estimation in 
which he has ever been held by the German 
community is evidenced by the fact that he had 
on several occasions been President of the Club 
Germania. He was also a prominent Freemason. 

The funeral took place at the Protestant 
Cemetery at the Happy Valley on the 12th 
inst., and was attended by a number of members 
of the mercantile community, both British and 
German sactions being well represented, The 
cortege was met at the Monament by the 
mourners, who followed the remains to their last 
resting place. A brief but impressive service 
was conducted at the graveside by the Rev. 
Mr. Leuschner, acting chief pastor of the Berlin 


Mission. : 

The mourners included Dr. Voretasch, 
(German Consul), Mr. von Wiser (Austrian 
Consul), Sir Paul Chater, Mesars. E. J. Hughes, 
T. Hough, W. Clarke, T. I. Rose, Schwartz W. 
Helms, W. Nielsen, N. A. Siebs, G. Engel, H. 
Brodersen, Melchers, Jebsen, A. Koehn, K 
Detmers, C, R. Lenzmann, Bandow, F 
Schwarzkopf, J. C. Kitamantl, C. Schroter and 


others. 


t 
. 


wise. 
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Friday, 6th August. 


In Summary JURISDICTION. 


Berorr His Hoxvour Mr. H.H. J. 
GoMPERTZ (PuIsNE JUDGE). 


NOT LEGAL TENDER. 

In an action at the instance of Fung Chun 
Yuen against Tsang Lai for $8166.72, Mr. 
Atkinson, of. Messrs. Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon, who appeared for the plaintiff, stated 
‘that ten 10-dollar Chinese notes had been paid 
into Court as part payment. That was not legal 
tender. It only amounted to $92, which his 
client could not accept as the equivalent of *100. 

His Lordship—I suppose they ars at a dis- 
count? Are they Kwantung notes ? 

Mr. Atkinson—Yes. If your Lordship will 
make an order we will accept them for what they 
are worth, less discount, and ask for judgment 
with costs. 

His Lordship—The claim does not appear to 
be admitted. 

Mr. Atkinson—I thiuk she admits the claim. 
She paid the rent previously in subsidiary 


coin. 

His Lordship—It may be that the contract 
was for payment in subsidiary coin. 

Mr. Atkinson—The witness will show it 
was not. . 

His Lordship—Better prove your case. 

The cage having been proved, his Lordship 
gave judgment for the amount claimed, less the 
value of the $100 Chinese money paid in, with 


costs. 
Defendant—I am not willing to pay costs. 
DROPPED OR NOT? 
An interesting situation developed in the case 


‘set down for hearing in which O. E. Qwen sued, 


C. E. Shields for $60 for board and residence 
due on a contract. Mr. Hett, of Messrs. Brutton 
and Hett, appeared for Mr. Owen, and Mr. J. 
H. Gardiner appeared for the defendant. ~ 

His Lordship—Isn’t the case settled ? 

Mr. Hett—We are rather ata deadlock. I 
sent this morning for my client, who had 
previously written me a letter, but,J have not 
heard from him. The letter says: “Kindly drop 
the case between me and Shields until I see you 
later and explain. All the telegraph office boys 
(that does not mean office boys, but the Eastern 
Telegraph Extension men) who are staying at 
the Carlton Hotel have given me notice that 
unless I drop the case against Shields they will 
leave the hotel and stay somewhere else." On 
receiving that I concluded that the case was 
settled, but this morning when I heard that my 
friend insisted on coming into Court I sent for 
Mr. Owen, who was notin. His bookkeeper, 
however, said that he had settled the matter 
with Mr. Gardiner. Mr. Gardiner said there 
had been some conversation, but he did not 
understand if as a settlement. I am notina 
position to go on and I shall ask for an 
adjournment. : 

Mr. Gardiner said Mr. Owen came to him a 
few days ago and said he thought it was ad- 
visable owing to certain facts to withdraw the 
case. I said—Very well. Perhaps it would be 
I told him he had better see his solicitors 
and if he wished the case withdrawn they 
could do it. I understood until this morning 
that the case was settled, but Mr. Hind (from 
the office of Messrs. Brutton and Hett) said he 
was going on. There was no mention then of 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Hett—I understand that Mr. Gardiner 
proposes. to go on this afternoon. 

His Lordship—Mr. Gardiner said he would 
be here as the case was fixed for this afternoon. 

Mr. Hett—It was my intention to take the 
case myself, but it was not until Mr. Hind re- 
turned from Court this morning that I knew it 
was fixed for this afternoon. 

His Lordship—I did not know it was fixed 
for this afternoon. 

Mr. Gardiner—I have a note to that effect. 
My ‘friend has endorsed it as well. 

Mr. Hett said that was so. 

Mr. Hett—It was not necessayy for my friend 
to appear in the circumstances. I cannot 
consent to a withdrawal until I receive instruc- 
tions. I do not object to paying my friend's 
costs for to-day if your Lordship finds I am at 
fault, 


a BBX Dane 
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His Lordship—I think I had better put it in 
next Friday's list. I think Mr. Gardiner should 
have his costs. 

Mr. Hett asked that the question of costs he 
reserved. — 

His Lordship—I can settle that afterwards. 
There seems to be a general misunderstanding, 

Mr. Gardiner—The plaintiff appears to have 
made up his mind to withdraw from the casa 
from what he said to me and from the letter 
which he has written. 

Mr. Hett—It may be he means it to be 
dropped. ‘Then the mistake is ming and [ must 
bear the expense, 

His Lordship—Yes. 


‘The case was adjourned as stated. 


Monday. 9th August 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTIUN. 


BEFORE THE Fut Cotrr. 


HONGKONG MILLING COMPANY VY. ARNHOLD, 
KARBERG & CO. 

The action was resumed in which the Hong- 
kong Milling Company, of which Mr. H. 
Percy Smith is liquidator, claimed $100,000 
from <Arnhold, Karberg and Co. for damages, 
for alleged failure to supply an ice-making 
plant according to stated requirements. Sir 
Henry Berkeley, K.C., and Mr. M. W. Slade, 
instructed by Mr. John Hastings, appeared for 
plaintiffs, defendants being represented by Mr. 
MacNeil, from Shanghai, and Mr. G. C 
Alabaster, instructed by Mr. H. W. Looker, of 
Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deacon. 

Mr. MacNeil said he was prepared to put in 
certain letters which their Lordships said should 
be produced, excepting one written after the 
date of the writ? They had since then received 
other letters, somo of which related ta 
correspondence with Borsig. ‘These letters 
he was prepared to produce at onec, but 
as translations had only just been — re- 
esived he asked to be allowed time tu read them. 
There was another matter he wished to mention, 
in which both sides felt there ought to be a 
decision. That was in relation to certain 
correspondence held by the plaintiffs which 
passed with Mr. Rennie with regard tu the ice 
plant. That correspondence plaintiffs were 
unwilling to produce on the ground that it 
was not material. 

Mr. Slade said he had not said it was not 
material, but said it was inconvenient. 

Mr. MacNeil said it must be material to Mr. 
Rennie’s knowledge as to the different ice 
plants which could be obtained. On those 
grounds they wished the decision of their 
Lordships on the point. 

Mr. Slade said they were perfectly willing 
to produce the letter if it was considered ma- 
terial, but it seemed to him to be absolutely 
immaterial, because Mr. Rennie, long before 
this contract was entered into, was ask- 
ing for tenders from various ice manu- 
facturers other than the defendants. The 
question at issue, it seemed to him, was whether 
or not the defendants had fulfilled their contract. 
If they had, they were entitled to a verdict. If 
they had not. the plaintiffs were entitled to a 
verdict, and whatever the claims and pretensions 
of other manufacturers with regard to their ice 
plants might be, it seemed to him entirely 
immaterial. ; 

The Chief Justice thought that the letters 
should be put in. 

The Puisne Judge said he did not at present 
see how the letters would be material, although 
he was not prepared to differ. 

Mr. Slade agreed to produce the correspon- 
dence. : 

Evidence was then called. 

Mr. G. K. Haxton said he was an engineer 
and manager of the Hongkong Ice Co., which 
manufactured ice entirely on the plate system, 
In ice so made there was no core, ahd the sizes 
of the pieces as they came from the machine 
were six feet long, six feet deep and nine inches 
wide. Each piece weighed 1,600 lb. The pieces 
of ice were clear throughout, arid if a plate was 
put up on edjre with an object on the other side, 
that object could be seen throughit. There were 
occasionally air holes found in one corner of the 
Company's blocks of ice, but about fifty per 
cent. of the blocks Were nearly free. From a 
commercial point of view the transparency of 
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ice was important. Witness had been engaged 
at. the Ice Company's works about two 
years, and carried on the system of making 
ics he found in vogue when he started. 
Siuce he had been manager the same clear- 
ness had been maintained. Witness knew 
the terms of the contract between the Hongkong 
Milling Co. and Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & 
Co. with regard to the latter purchasing the 
surplus ice of the former company. On June 
23rd witness took a block of the Hongkong 
Iee Company's ,ice to the Milling Co. for 
comparison with the latter company's ice. 
The jee which the Milling Company showed 
him did not come up to the warranty, ag it was 
not go hard as the [ce Company's commodity 
aud there were many air holes in blocks. A core 


was composed mostly of unexpelled air, and was . 


porous; it was also quite opaque It was not 
possible to look through the Milling Company's 
ica in the same way as could be done with 
the ica of the Hongkong Company. Another 
defect in the Milling Company's ice was that 
it melted quicker, and this he attributed to the 
core and tho airholes. After exposure to the 


air for a time the core melted and left a hole © 


right through the ice. In witness's opinion 
the ice of the Milling Co. was not saleable at 
the same price as that of the Hongkong Ice 
Co., as it was of an inferior quality, 

In cross-oxamination witness said that if 
the Milling Company's ice was put on 
the market at the same time as that 
ofthe [ee Co., sales might succeed. Previous 
to joining the Ice Co., in February, 1907, 
witness had not been eugaged in the muanufac- 
ture of ice. He had-not been engaged in any 
firm which mado machinery for the manufac- 
ture of ice, but he had been engaged in trial 
runuiugs of ice machinery. ‘Lhis was when he 
was an apprentice in Edinburgh. When witness 
attended test runs he had seon ice made. Witness 
knew of the fact of a contract being contemplat- 
ed between the Milling Co. and Jardine. 
Matheson and Cv. befure that contract was 
signed. He knew this becauso Arr. Rennie 
had approached the Ice Company's engineer, 
aud subsequently Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
aud Co, consulted him aud asked him whe- 
ther the quantity of ico from the Milling 
Company would be sufficient. No mention was 
made to him of the particular way in which the 
ice to be supplied was going to be made. ‘hen 
he heard of the contrast having been made 
Within the last few ‘veeks the Lee Company 
had been putting a good deal moro ice out, and 
now they were using the old as well as the 
new plant. ‘he actual speed at which the opera- 
tion of freezing was carried through was the same 
as before. A small proportion ‘of the ice now. 
being sold showed air bubbles, but a greater 
proportion than before the old plant was work- 
ing. Just now the ice manufactured by the old 
plant in a good many cases had a wlute trian- 
gular band on the top about three inches 
long and one inch deep. ‘That band, was 
practically the same as 
ice of the Milling Co, but was quite avoid- 
able, and was caused by putting more 
wuter in the ice boxes in order to get more ice. 
There were different ways of freezing plate ice 
than that adopted by the Hongkong Ice Co., 
but witness had not seen any of those systems 
in operation. Before the contract was made 
witness several times saw Mr. Rennie with 
regard to it. He then knew of can ice, but 
regarded plate ice as better, and if Mr. Rennie 
had told him the Milling Co.-ice was can 
ice he would have mentioned the matter 
to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Cv. 
Witness did not know that some people pre- 
ferred can ice to plate ice, although he knew 
that the former was mostly used in America; 
that was because it was cheaper. He remem- 
bered Mr. Rennie asking permission to inspect 
the ice works. Witness referred him to the 
Genoral Managers, who refused permission. In 
the month of May, 1908, witness inspected the 
ice works of the Milling Co., and reported the 
result of his visit to Mr. Ross. He visited the 
works on the day of a test run; he did not 
think that was unfair. 

After the tiffin adjournment the cross- 
examination of Mr. Haxton was proceeded with. 
Witness was taken back to his conversation with 
Mr. Ross, and stated that at that time he had 
seen can ice on steamers which had been bought 
at coast ports. Witness had not seen can lca 


LOAD ge ony poe ned Fe a. se ee age te 


the cure e_ 


gnats yt gh ET 


open ere gerne eee ee thi bee 


' year ’—Half a cent. 


August 16, 1909.] 


CHINA CVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


— oe 


ae ie 
made at Shanghai or Singapore. He formed 
the opinion that can ice was not as good as 
‘Plate ice from the samples he had seen on board, 
and from what he had read m books, [fe had 
read that sometimes with special appliances can 
ice had not a core. Otherwise it was not as clear 
as plate ice. Witness would not say that the 
Milling Company's ice. apart from core and 
needles, was nat as clear as that of the Lee Co. 

Assuming this ice to he as clear as yours, and 
assuming it has a core, do yen now consider 
youtsclf justified in saving that the iee js not as 
guod as that of the Tee Company —I would say 
if was not as proad. 

Now, Mr. Haxton, von came to the civing 
of this advice to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
with this in your mind. viz.. that “Can ice 
generally has a core: this is going to he 
can ice: the only can jee LT have seen was 
not as clear as the ice of my company and it 
was with that in vour mind vou cave that opin- 
ion that the ice would no€ he ax good, is that 
not sov- Yes, 

While the witness was explaining his method 
of conducting a test of the ices of the two 
companies the Puisne Judge drew sor, MacNeil's 
attention to his misunderstanding of an answer, 

Mr. Slade That's what I whispered to vou. 

Mr. MaeNeil—Hisx Lordship the  Pnrisne 
Judge has put me straight. and ['d sooner take 
it from him than from you, Mr. Slade. 

Mr. Slade—-Very well, I was only trying: to 
keep you straight. but it isa rather difficult job. 
I will give it up in future. ; 

Witness explained his method of conducting 
a series of tests with two blocks of jee, one from 
each company: The result of the test was in 
favour of the Ice Comyiany. for when the Mil- 


ling Company's block of 15 Ibs. had. melted. ! Their 


Is the demand for ice larger or smaller than 
in 1908 ?—Larger. : 

In view of the increased demand I would like 
you to explain why, while you wanted ice last 
a you don't want it this year ?—We want it 
still, : 

Aud you've had already offered you the ice of 
another company? -Yes, but their price was 
too high. ; 

Did they ask more than the Milling Co. ?— 
Yes. ; 5 

In re-examination witness stated that he had 
made the ice tests three hours after taking the 
two different blocks out of the cold storage. 
For those three hours the ice was left in the 
open air, 

The caxe stands part heard. 


Tuesday, LOth Auyrust. 


Mr. Slade said it transpired from the docu- 
ment, copies of which were supplied on the 
previous day that the fitter Beyer. on the 95th 
June, 1908—that was two days after the trial 
-sent a report home to Mr. Horsig. the man- 
facturer of the machine. and Mr. Borsig had 
veut copies of this report to Messrs. Arnhold, 
Karberg and Co. The only claim for protection 
made in the affidavit was professional privilege. 

Myr, MacNeil—-That is not sa, my Lords. 

Mr. Slade said the right grounds for objection 
were either privileged communication or 
materials for evidence, 

Mr. Mac Seil—Materials for evidence is the 
ground we are objecting on. > ; 

_ Mr Slade said the only possible ground on 
which this report conld be privileged was that 
it was written for the purpose of this case. 
Lordships knew well that reports 


r 


there was still remaining 1 |b. 302. of the Ice heing made in the ordinary course of business 
Company's black. A second text made with a 7b. [were uot privileged. This report was not made 
block of the Ice Co: anda 7} Ih. block of the Mil-!to Mesers. Arnhold. Karberg and Co.. bnt was 
ling Co. ended in the latter melting when there | sent home to Mr. Borsig just at the time when 


were two ounces of the block of the Ice Ca. left. 
Mr. MacNeil stated that according to the 


most accurate tests the 4 iiling Cos ice melted | Karberg’s possession because ar. 


at the beginning slower than that of the Ice Co., 
but quicker at the end. (‘T'o witness)—Yon sav 
that your ice. size for size, weighs a little heavier, 
now you have just said with regard to 


| 


the! 


second experiment that the ice was of the same. 


size and shape, nevertheless the 
Company's black was heavier. May I say that 
the Ice Company's ice ix not always heavier ¥— 
It is always heavier, 

The Puisne Jndge—You did say your ice, 
size for size, was heavier 7—Yes, 


M Wing’ 
‘ised your Lordships to produce all Borsig’s 


How do vou explain it ¥—T think I must have ! 


been mistakeu in one of the experiments. 


Mr. MacNeil Do you kuow how Messrs. ° 


Jardine, Matheson and Co. came to enter into 
this contract ’—Yes. 

Tell me—They wanted: a larger supply af 
ice; in fact, had ordered a machine from Eneg- 
land before this coutract was entered into 
When the proposal was made by the M:lling Co. 
the contvact fora new machine at hame was can- 
celled and arrangements were made with the 
Milling « ompany. 

If vou had not arranged with the Milliue 
Company that Company would jhave been 
competitors’— Quite likelv. 

Asa mutter of fact. if the Milling ( ompany 
had sold ice witlicut any arrangement with you, 


it would necessarily have an effeet upon the: disclosed. 


Ice Co. ¥—By the amount thev sald. 


‘whieh were obtained in order to afford materials 


:inasmuch as the matter was to be placed in the ! 
, ands of plaintiff's solicitor for the action. 


1 


4 


this trouble arose. ws 

The Chief Justice—You say it is in Arnhold, | 
Borsig sent | 
them a copy ¥ ; 

Mr: Slade—That is all. It contains materials 
on which IT condd cross-examine the defendants, 
lt they object to produce it and have not even 
put it before vour Lordships. 

Myr, MacNeil—That is not fair. We prom- 
correspondence, 

The Chief Justice —We 
document. 

Mr, Slade—This letter is as much part of 
Borsig’s correspondence as any other part. and 
they refuse to produce it. 

-y. MacNeil said among the documents for 
which privilege was claimed were documents 


did not see the 


for evidence. Counsel quoted authorities in sup- 
port of this contention and said it seemed to him 
perfectly clear that their Lordships must hold 
the document in question to be privileged 


‘ry, Slade said this was not an accurate state- 
inent, as there was no threat of action at that : 
time. l 

Mr. MacNeil said the statement was that his 
cent should be held responsible. This report 
was not made to them. otherwise it should be ! 
My. Veyer made the report to Mr. | 
Borsig, and + essrs. Arnhold. Karberg and Com- | 


There was the possibility that the Milling | pany’s Berlin house received the report from 


Co., producing ice on their own account. might j Mr. Borsig. 
have been a! le to undersell the Ice Co. at the ‘doubt that the documeut 


price they were then selling? ‘They aigiit 
Asa matter of fact there is a competitor in 
the market just now is there not ¥. Yes. 
That is the Oriental Brewery 7 - Yes. 


of 19°7% 14 cents per pound. : 
What is the lowest price ice touched this 


There could uot he the smallest 
Wus material for ! 


yevidence and nothing else. 


{ 


ldviend’s 


Mr. Slade did 


statement 


his 
was 


know whether 
the doeument 


nat 
that 


J oltzined by the Berlin house for the pur- | 
at what price were vou selling ice at (he ead + pose-of heing submitted, was founded on instruc- 


tiois, but it was apparently entirely opposed to 
the wording af the letter of Angust 12th in 
which the report was first received. It was, he 


, Will you agree with me when T say that the | submitted, perfectly clear from that that it was 


reducing of the ;rice was due te the competition 
of the Oriental B:ewerv = -They were the 
means of reducing it. 


self frem 


voluntaridy sent by Mir. Borsig¢ to excuse him- 
possible claims on the part of | 
Arnhold, Karbere & Co. arainst him, and not | 


ne Y 
Ss, 
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The Chief Justice—Here is a firm in Berlin 
which understand that their branch house 
in Hongkong is threatened with proceedings, 
and they send them a report from Borsig. 

Mr. Slade—Arnhold, Karberg and Company 
in Berlin, and Arnhold, Karberg and Company 
in Hongkong are the same firm, and the report 
has been received by them. The report did not 
come into existence for the purpose of being 
used as evidence. : . 

The Chief Justice announced that the Court 
thought the document was not privileged. 


Mr. Haxton was then recalled for re-examina- 
tion by Mr. Slale and gave evidence regarding 
a third test he made. The temperature of the 
ice of both companies was 18 degrees, and each 
piece. which weighed 8 lbs., was as similar as 
possible in shape. When the Milling Com- 
pany's block of ice had melted, there remained 
of the Ice Company's block 74 ounces. In 
each case the piece of ice used as a test 
was taken from as near the centre of a 
block as possible. The first test he made 
was 7.9 per cent. in favour *of the Ice 
Company, the second 5.3, the third 5.85 
and the mean 6.35 per cent. The quantity of 
ice to be supplied by the Milling to the Ice 
Company was 6,300 tons per annum, the per- 
centage, of logs on this at 6.35 being 400 tons. 
The loss ata cent per pound on this would be 
28,960. In the machinery supplied at Junk 
Bay there was no special apparatus for removing 
the core from can ice. ~ © : 

Mr. Slade said he did not wish to go into the 
question of machinery at this point unless 
driven to it. He had not dealt with the queg- 
tion of process or the question of machinery at 
all because it seemed to him immaterial. This 
was purely and simply a question of saving time. 

Mr. MacNeil said he was quite agreeable to 
that. They said in the pleadings that 
given considerable oppportunity their plant 
would have made ice quite up to the 
warranty, The plant was a proper plant for 
producing proper ice. 

‘thea Court decided thal questions of -machin- 
ery should be postponed until the question arose. 

Mr. MacNeil suggested that the Court 
should ascertain from Mr. Haxton his meaning 
when he said there was no special apparatus for 
extracting a gore. 

The Chief Justice (to witness)—Can you say 
whether there is an efficient apparatus at the 
Milling Co. for getting air out of the water in 
which the ice is made Y—I don't think so. 

Have you seen the plant 9—Yes. 

dnd you it know all about it ?—Yes, and it 
would be necessary to superadd some special 
apparatus which was not there to eliminate air 
so as to remove a core. © 

Does the practical consume supply a large 
part of the trade? Only a small part. 

Have you customers who buy in blocks ?— 
Our shipping customers buy by the ton. 

With regard {o tests, was there any 
substantial difference in the quality of the 
ice —No. : 


Supposing you took a block of fifty pounds do 
you think the tests would be the same ?—Yes. 

Mr. J. Leehan, who was formerly a fitter at 
Quarry Bay, said he was engared by Mr. Rennie - 
to take charge of the erection of the ice plant at 
Junk Bay. He took all his orders from Mr. 
Reyer with regard to the work. In the early 
part of June a trial. carried out by Mr. Beyer, 
was stopped by the breaking of a crane. There 
were three engineers there, who took cight - 
hour shifts, and paring the 24 hours at a sub- 
sequent trial the machinery ran very well, there 
being only one stoppage of about two hours. 
Altogether the machinery ran between seven 
and eight days. ‘lhe ice produced at the 
beginning of the trial was not so good as that . 
produced later. 


Mr. Davidson, solicitor and managing clerk -. 


to Messrs. + astings and Hastings, deposed to 
drawing up the agreement for the purchase of 
the ice plant by plaintiffs from the defendants. 
The agreement was drawn ur on the instruc- 
tions of Mr. George Hastings, and on October 


Aw Lright in saying tint the ice of another | for in any way assisting Arnhold, Karbere & | 15th was sent to the office of Messrs. Arnhold, 


company has been offered vou sitice $—Yer. and | Co. in the way of evidence. 


we refused to huy. 


Are you drawing in your lerns, se to speak. | with Bever. 


with regard to trying to get the ice business, 
or is the demand smaller than it was *-- Id 
rather uot answer that. 


The Chief Justice—He mentions difficulties ! 


Mr. Slide—Because difficulties were raised ! 


everything privileged. 


with Bever, that does not grecessarily make © 
\ 


ae 


Karberg and Co. with the object of getting 
Myr. Arndt’s signature. When witness called 


[| he sav another gentleman who was acting 


manager during Mr. Arndt’s absence in Canton. 
That gentleman vead the document, but said he 
would rather not sign it. The agreement was 
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eventually bigned by Mr. Rennie on the one 
part, and by Mr. Arndt on the other. 

Mr. MacNeil asked their I] ordships whether 
they would consent to hear the two counsel on 
each side in the summing up. In that event 
one man could deal with technical questions, 
and the other with other points. 

The Chief Justice intimated that. the Court 
had no ‘objection so long asthe same ground 
was not covered twice. 

Shortly after Mr. MacNeil had proceeded to 
cpen the defence the Court rose with the object 
of paying a visit to the Ice Works. 

The hearing of the case will be resumed this 
morning. : 

Wednesday, lith August. 

The Chief Justice, before Mr. MacNeil con- 
tinued his address, referred to the visit of the 
Court to the Ice Works on the previous day. 
He said it seemed to him that it would he very 
convenient, and it might save discussion, if both 
parties were agreed as to what they observed, 
because one gide might have observed certain 
things, the other side different things, and 
the Court different things again. In these 
circumstances he thought there should be some 

agreement. 


Mr. Slade was willing to do anything to. 


assist their Lordships, but thought the thing 
was what their Lordships observed. 

The Chief Justice—We shall correct it 
afterwards, but I would sooner seo what you 
want us to include, because there were two or 
three things [ observed which perhaps the 
Puisne Judge did not, and perhaps you did not. 

Mr. Slade—What form would it take ? 

The Chief Justice said he meant certain facts, 
as on the cutting down the centre of a block cf 
the Milling Company’aice certain things were 
observed, such as, that the needles did not come 
out ina bunch as they appeared to at first, but 
that there were four main groups. There were 
what he called the major needles, and in between 
there were minor needles. That was an import- 
ant fact. 

Mr. Slade asked if each party would state 
the facts thay observed independently. 

The Chief Justice thought so, as there were 
about only half 2 dozen facts. 

The Puisne Judge said it seemed to him that 
it would be a good thing if both sides stated 
shortly what. inferences they had drawn. 

Mr. MacNeil suggested that they should be 
handed in writing. 

The Chief Justice said there were four main 
groups of needles from the centre to the core. 
Then a cloudy effect was given to the Ice 
Company's ice owing to air streaks. These air 
stieaks went right through the blocks. 

The Chief Justice said the matter had 
an important bearing on the question 
put to Mr. Haxton as to the relative brilliancy 
of the two ices. 

Mr. Slade said he would make another 
examination, as the patches of cloud he saw next 
the plate certainly did not extend through the 
block. 

Mr. MacNeil, continuing his address, said 
there was no evidence on which their Lordship’s 
could fairly act as to the kjnd of ice being made 
in the year 1907 by “the Hongkong Ice 
Co., although Mr. Haxton said he took up 
the existing system and carried it on as it 
had been carried on before. He suggested 
that the warranty as entered into between 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. and Mr. 
Rennie was not that kind of serious thing which 
the warranty in this case was alleged to be. 
This warranty was treated as an absolutely 
definite and binding agreement to supply ice 
the same in certain respects as that of the 
Hongkong Ice Co., ‘whereas the warranty 
between wir. i.ennie and the Ice Company wus 
of no such serious kind. He further suggested 

‘that when Messrs. Keswick and Rennie entered 
into it they did not care whether it was carried 
out or not. The refusal of Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. to allow dir. Rennie to 
inspect the kind of ice they made showed 
that they did not particularly care whether 
Mr. Rennie was able to perform his part 
of the agreement. For a very considerable time 
before he entered iuto the contract with 
Messrs. Arnhuld, Karberg and Co., e Mr. 
Rennie had been considering the possibility of 
running an ice plant along with his mill. As 
far back as 1905 he had been making inquiries 
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with regard to different systems of- ice 
making, and some considerable time before 


the contract with Arnhold, Karberg and Co.! transparency. The Milling Company’s ice was, . 


he had been inquiring from the defendant 
firm as to different systems of ice making. It 
appeared also, from correspondence recently 
produced, that Mr. Rennie was not only in 
communication with Arnhold, Karberg and Co. 
but also with other firms regarding ice plants. 
When (‘r. Rennie signed the contract with 
Messrs, Jardine, Matheson and Co. he either 
deliberately told them that he would do some- 
thing which he thought he could not do, or he 
told them with his eyes open that he would do 
thing he could do. : 

Mr. MacNeil, after dealing with the corres- 
pondence which passed between the parties, 
referred to the formal agreement which Mr. 
Davidson personally presented for signature. 
He asked their Lordships to note that the 
angrossment was taken round when Mr. Arndt 
was away. 

Mr. tlade—That is a suggestion of fraud! 

Sir Henry Berkeley said the suggestion was 
that advantage was taken of Mr. Arndt’s absence 
to try to get the agreement signed. If that 
was not so, the point raised was irrelevant. 


Mr. MacNeil said the suggestion was that the 
agreement was submitted, not for approval, but 
for signature. 

Sir Henry Berkeley drew the Court's attention 
to the letter sent by plaintiff's solicitors on the 
same day in which they asked that the 
engrossment should be sent to Mr. Arndt 
for approval and signature. The inference of 
fraud was unwarranted. 

The Chief Justice did not understand that 
that was the inference. 

Sir Henry Berkeley said that was what the 
words implied, and it was a serious imputation. 
The suggestion his friend was making, whether 
intentional or not, was that Mr. Davidson sent 
or took the agreement to Messrs. Arnhold, Kar- 
berg and Co. to get it signed when Mr, Arndt. 
the only one who knew its terms, was absent. 

The Court did not think that was iv. Mac- 
Neil's suggestion. 

Mr. MacNeil, proceeding, stated that accord- 
ing to his statement of facts, Messrs. Arnhold, 
Karberg and Co. sold the plant to Mr. Rennie, 
who knew it to be a can ice plant, and who had 
previously arranged with Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Company to supply them 
with ice equal in clearness, purity and quality 
to the ice of the Hongkong Ice Co. His 
clients entered into the contract in the 
belief that it contained no more than what was 
already contained in an implied contract in the 
correspondence which existed between them 
and Mr. Rennie. Further, his clients were not 
fairly treated with regard to the matter of 
the erection of their plant so as_to put it 
in a condition of being able to carry out 
the satisfactory production of ice required. 


They were hampered in the completion and { °° 


erection, and therefore found difficulty and 
delay in reaching the point at which they could 
begin to test the powers of the plant witha 
view to finally turning it over in complete 
working order. He further stated that the 
inspection was an inspection made at a 
time when the plant had not been taken 
over in complete working order by the plain- 
tiffs, and therefore was inconclusive for the 
purposes of showing any breach of warranty on 
the part of the defendant. He would further 
state as a fact that defendants were prevented, 
by the wrongful action of the plaintiffs, from 
even carrying out the week's test run as provided 
for by the contract. Defendants felt like some 
animal that had been trapped, and not fairly 
They were in a position they felt they ouglit 
not to be in. They believed they had honestly 
earried out the contract they had honestly made, 
and believed this present claim was an 
attempt to insist on their doing something 
they were never meant to do, and which 
the plaintiffs never intended them to do. Mr. 
Rennie, in giving a warranty to Messrs. Jardine. 
\atheson aud (o., must have known what 
he was about, and he had done such things with 
regard to the defendants that if loss fell it shoald 
be borne by Mr. Rennie. and not by the 
defendants. ‘The conduct of Mr. Rennie stop- 
ped him from sayiug defendants were responsible 
for any loss which might have arisen through 
defendants acting us he allowed them to uct. — 


Ae CR area 


| 
| 


| 


' [August 16, 1909. 
ee s 


Reverting to the ice, Mr. MacNeil con- 


tended that the word purity did not mean 


what he should. call sparkling, as it was 
brilliantly crystallised. Clearness did not mean 
muddy or dull, but the point was, what clearness 
meant. He could not say the ice of the Ice 
Company was not transparent, neither could he 
say that when one asked for transparert ice 
he asked for clear ice. It seemed to him more 
likely that what was wanted was that quality of 
brilliancy which the Milling Company's ice had. 

The Chief Justice—It struck me that if 
lady wanted an ornamental ice block for her 
table, and had one of the Milling Company's’ 
blocks, all her guests would say how pretty it 
was, 

Mr. MacNeil—I don't think I need say 
any more. The Milling Company's product is 
brilliant ice, and is therefore clear. It is 
more brilliant than the ice of the Ice Company. 

The Chief Justiceo—While on that point, what 
does quality cover? It might cover the 
dimensions of the block. 

Mr. MacNeil--I don't think the word quality 
was intended to cover solidity. Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. wanted clearness and purity, 
and Mr. Rennie said he would give it. When 
he drew up the agreement he gave them clear- 
ness, purity and quality. : 

“His Lordship asked whether quality in the 
eyes of Messrs. Jardino, Matheson and Co. did 
not mean absolutely identical ice blocks, eto. 

Mr. MacNeil said he thought all along that 
Jardines were going to take the ice if it was 
marketable, and it was an irresistible conclusion 
to his mind that the fact the Milling Company 
was no longer a going concern must have 
weighed with them in their ten years’ contract. 

Mr. MacNeil had not concluded his address 
when the Court rose, 


Thursday, 12th August. 

When the Court sat the Chief Justice 
announced that they would be unable to con- 
tinue on Friday or Saturday. 

Mr. MacNeil said he was instructed to ask for 
at least half a day, either Friday afternoon or 
Saturday morning, for the convenience of the 
clients. 

The Chief Justice—It is not possible. We 
have such an accumulation of work both in 
summary jurisdiction and in chambers. 

Mr. MacNeil thought the case would finish 
early next week. | 

The Chief Justice thought the hearing would 
take two days more, possibly two and a half. 
He thought it would have to go over to Monday, 
as thev had another case on hand to consider. 
His Lordship wished to ask Mr. MacNeil about 
the point he argued yesterday with regard to 
the jnterpretation of the word quality. He 
wished to know whether Counsel intended 
to raise the point of latent ambiguity. 


Mr. MacNeil said the word quality was in the | 


ntract. + 

The Chief Justice said Counsel had indicated 
that there was an ambiguity with regard to the 
word quality, aud therefore it seemed to him 
that the argument tended rather to introduce 
the law us to latent ambiguity. 

Mr. MacNeil said that came in necessarily. 
The contract contained the words clearness 
and quality, and quality might mean anything 
besides clearness. 

The Puisne Judge stated that on theprev.ous 
day Mr. MacNeil had raised a point as to Mr. 
Rennie’s knowledge. It seemed to him that in 
the absence of fraud that could not be admissible, 

Mr. + acNeil said he had raised no question , 
of fraud, but he had stated that Mr. 
Rennie well -knuew at the time the nature 
of the plant he was buying. 

The Puisne Judge—Unless you can bring in 
the principle of latent ambiguity it seems to 
me it would not be admissible. 

hr. MacNeil—The coatract was for can ice. 

The Puisne Judge--If you had pleaded 
fraud, the knowledge of Mr. Rennie probably 
would have teen material. 

Mr. MacNeil~ Mr. Rennie bought Borsig's 
plant with a specificatien as to its being a can 
plant Anything turning on Mr. Rennie know-’ 
ing that the plant he was buying bad cans in it 
is surely relevant. in 
The Chief Justice = It seems to me that the 


question of latent ambiguity is a question of « 


fact, und the Court has to say whether this 
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+word “quality” is a latent ambiguity. Then 
Mr. Rennie's knowledge comes into other parts 
of the case. It may relate to the quality in 
question or it may not. 

Mr, MacNeil—I propose to leave what I have 
said to your Lordships for further consideration. 

The Puisne Judge—Do you say the word 
“quality” is an ambiguity ? 

Mr. MacNeil—The word “quality” may 
mean anything in our warranty begides clearness. 

Mr. Slade—I gather the latent’ ambiguity is 
alleged in the word clearness. 

The Chief Justice—On that.we have had 
definite evidence. We discussed the question 
of clearness and transparency yesterday. 

Mr. Slade—The only way to interpret the 
words of the contract are. if it is proved that by 
reason of the customs of a particular trade the 
words which have a plain English meaning bear 
some other meaning, then there is a latent 
ambiguity. Plain English words are given a 
plain English meaning. - 

The Chief Justice—The custom of a trade is 
one thing, but there are others. I think it is 
an accurate statement of law that the fact 
whether a term in a contract is latently 
ambiguous is a question of fact for the Court. 

Mr. Slade—It is a question of fact-to be both 
pleaded and proved, 

The Chief Justice—If the Court conres upon 
a word it-does not understand. the. question of 
latent ambiguity arises, wt 

Mr. Slade—If it has been pleaded and proved 
ambiguous. - arg : 

The Chief Justice intimated that the Court 
would consider the point. 

Mr. MacNeil. continuing his address. reiterat- 
ed his previous statement. that he thought 
Messrs Jardine, Matheson and Co. wanted the 
ice if it was merchantable, and he thought they 
must have been influenced to reject it hy the 
peculiar circumstances of the Milling Co, So 
far as he knew. up to the time of the actual 
rejection by Jardines. they were prepared to 
take ice on the can system. 

Mr. MacNeil was about to read some corres- 
pondence when ; fea 

Mr. Slade raised the objection he 
had taken on the previous day, that letters 
between Jardines or the Ice and Milling 


_ Companies were not receivable in evidence. 
22; The Court decided to hear the correspondence. 


“but decided to leave Mr. Slade’s objection as a 

proposition of law tu be raised later. 

Mr, MacNeil, continuing, said the claim 
for loss of profit extended to five years 
instead of ten years, the length of the 
cantract with Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Co. That at once gave rise to inquiry in 
the minds of the persons claimed against 
as to the reasons of this limitation. He sup- 
posed that any principle of law which justified 
a claim for five years would justify a claim for 
ten years. Another point was that the claim 
for damages was for five years. and the warranty 
was that the plant would do*its work for one 
year. That also necessarily gave matter for 
thought and consideration, because a particular 
plant was sold to do a particular kind of 
thing, and the seller said if taken over in 
proper order it would do its work for a 
year, but beyond that time he would uot 
guarantee it. There was no reason whatever 
fo suppose that Borsig’s machine, if taken 
over, would not have done its work satisfactorily 
for five, ten or twenty years, but, on the other 
hand, there was no reason to suppose that it 
would. However, if the machine worked for ; 
year, that was all the guarantee the manu- 
facturer had given. 

’ <The Puisne Judge— Supposing the machine 
did its work for thirteen months, you say there 
could huve been no claim / 

Mr. MacNeil did not think there could be. 
There must be a limit placed on the time for 
which a thing was warranted. He'was at a loss 
to see how any claim could be raised in this 
action on the warranty for more than one year, 
for which time the plant was guaranted. Under 
the contract between the Milling Company aud 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Ca. the limit of 

-supply was 6,500 tons of ice in the year. On 
coming to look at the claim it was found that 
the lowest profits were calculated upon a sup- 

“ply of 7,200 tons, 1,000 tons in addition. _ 

Mr. Slade—If that is so the figures cam be 


corrected. Proceeding, Mr. Slade said the! 


comment was perfectly unjustified on the parti- 
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culars. That was only a detail showing how 
the estimated loss of profit was arrived at. If 
his friend turned to the previous page ha would 
find that the estimated losa of profit was 
$35,000, not $52,000 as he had put it. 

Mr. MacNeil said there was a further point 
to which he wished to direct special attention. 
There was a clause in the agreement between 
Mr. Rennie and Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
(‘o. to the effect that if the price of ice fell 
below what it then was, namely, 14 cant per 
pound, the Company was to allow the Milling 
Company a proportionate reduction in their five- 
eighths. but not below four-tenths. It had 
been distinctly proved by Mr. Haxton that the 
consequence of the Oriental Brewery competi- 
tion was to put ice down to half a cent a pound. 

Mr. E. Arndt deposed to being lately in the 
employ of Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg and 
Company. which firm he first joined in 1898. 
He first made the acquaintance of the late 
Mr. Rennie in 1905, when he sold him some 
| Deisel engines. Witness was then managing 
the machinery department of Messrs. Arnhold. 
Karberg und Company. In the same year 
Mr. Rennis spoke to witness about machinery 
for the manufacture of ice, aud he gave 
Mr. Rennie some memoranda referring to 
a plate ice plant which it was proposed to 
erect at Shanghai, as well as Borsig’s and 
de la Vergne’s catalogues. Mr. Rennie then 
asked for an estimate, and the firm got one from 
Borsig. In October, 1907, Mr. Rennie told him 
that he had an idea of installing an ice plant at 
Junk Bay, and witness told him he would give 
him an estimate based on Borsig’s. Mr. Rennie 
consented, aud later witness supplied hin with 
anestimate. At that time Mr. Rennie said 
nothing about the kind of ice he wanted. He 
said he wanted 24 tous a day of clear ice. 
Nothing was said about the Hongkong Ice 
Compauy or Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co., 
and nothing was said about the disposal 
of the ice. Witness told Mr. Rennie that 
the estimate he was gaing to offer was fora 
can ice plant, and Mr. Rennie made no objec- 
tion. Subsequently, however, he made a coun- 
ter offer, and after a number of wires between 
Hongkong and Berlin his offer was accepted. 
What Mr. Rennie chiefly insisted on was time 
of delivery. After the acceptance of the order 
Mr. Rennie told witness that he had sold the 
ice he was going to make to Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson and Co. for a number of years. 

The examination of Mr. Arndt was continued 
after the tiffin adjournment. He told the 
Court he was present at the inspection of fhe 
ice plant on . une 23rd. ‘l'hose who accom- 
panied him on the lauuch were Sir Paul Chater, 
Mr. Ross. of Jardine. Matheson and Co., Mr. 
Gibson, Mr. Chard and Mr. Wilks. At the 
inspection Mr. Haxton, of the Ice Co., was also 
present. * 

Cross-examined hy Mr. Slade, witness said he 
had not had experience of ice manufacturing 
machinery before he made enquiries on behalf 
of Mr. Rennie. He was not an engineer, and 
his information regarding such machinery was 
acquired from catalogues and from his experi- 
ence in Hongkong. The’ transparent ice 
apparatus was an apparatus for making can 
ice clear. . 

I don't want to have any confusion. We 
understand each other that clear ice means 
transparent ice ?—I don't know about that. 

Clear and transparent are interchangeable 
words /—I don't know. ; 

You said that vourself just now 2—I say it 
means clear as far as it can be made in a can 
ice plant. 

It means transparent 7 —Yes. 

Those two words mean the same?—The 
word transparent in this case, in my opinion, 
means not opaque. 

From the catalogue and ‘ir. Borsig’s letters 
did you understand that he claimed with his 
apparatus to manufacture transparent ice — 
Yes, with the exception of a core. 

If the machine turns out ice which. besides 
the core. has a great number of air needles 
which render it not transparent. do you 
think Borsig has carried out his contract #— 
I don't know whether it was not transparent. 

You think it is perfectly legitimate for 
Borsig to supply ice with a large number of air 
needles in it — Yes, 

Air needles dunt make any dilference to 
clearness ? — No. 


x 


Hankow. ‘ 


‘You've got no complaint against Borsig, and 
wo have none against you on the subject of air 
needles 9—No. 

Was it in “consequence of the advice 
ofy Mr. Ormiston that you asserted that 
your ice is as clear as the Hong- 
kong Company's icp P—I am not guided by 
Mr. Ormiston’s divi. 

Do you assert. apart from the core, that your 
ice ix as clear as that of the Hongkong 
Company ¥—Yes. 

And that is just what Mr. Ormiston advised . 
you to do, ch 7—Mr. Ormiston has nothing to 
do with my opinion. 

The cross-examination of Mr. Arndt had not 
concluded when the Court adjourned. 


Friday, August 13th. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Hoxourx Mr. H. H. J. 
GOMPERTZ (PUISNE JUDGE). 


SETTLED. ‘i 

The cage was mentioned in which 0. £. Owen, 
proprietor of the Grand Carlton Hotel, sued C. 
E. Shields to recover $60 said to be due for 
board and residence. F 

Mr. Hinds. from the office of Massrs. Brutton 
and Hett, who appeared for the plaintiff, said 
the case had been settled subject to the payment 
of au agreed amount of costs by the plaintiff to 
the defendant. 

MISTRESS AND AMAH. 

Action was brought hy Lee Lim, maidservant, 
against Miss Nana Grey, of 33, Wyndham 
Street, claiming $13.80 for wages due. ——- 

Defendant, when asked by‘ His Lordship if, 
she admitted the claim, said she did, but the 
plaintiff had left befare her month was up with- 
out giving notice. She was willing to pay the 
umount claimed when the amah had finished her 
month. 

Plaintiff said she entered defendant's employ 
on June 25th, and on July 17th defendant went 
to Manila, promising to pay her on the first of 
the following month. She returned to the 
Colony after an absence of ten days, and 
plaintiff applied on the first, second and third 
of August for payment, which was refused. 

His Lordship -- When the defendant went to 
oa) did you remain at the house? —No, I 
went Home. Defendant told me she would pay 
me on her return. 

Defendant said she asked you to finish your 
month ¥—I did not go elsewhero. I waited 
until she returned. a 

Are you willing to go back into her service? 
—No, she told me when she was leaving that 
she did not require meany longer. 

Defendant stated that whei she went to 
Manila on July 17th plaintitf asked for her 
wages, Witness declined tto pay. until the 
plaintiff had completed her month. The 
latter was told to remain on the premises and 
take care of defendant's clothes, but she did 
not do so. On the first of August plaintiff 
presented a bill for $13.80 for wages due. 
Defendant paid her amah a monthly wage of 
$18, and plaintiff's month ended on .July 25th. 

Plaintiff, recalled,\said that after she had been 
in the employ of the defendant for a week she 
gave notice When defendant left for Manila, 
all her clothes were locked up, and she left the 
house coolie in charge. . 

His Lordship (to defendant) —I think theres 
a misundertanding. I should pay her her wages. 

Defendant—She has got to finish her month. 
I am not paying her by the day. When I left 
there were clothes which she should have 
washed and ironed, but she did not touch then. 

Plaintitf—I did everything that I had to do. 

His Lordship (to defendant)—Are you willing 
to make her any payment at all? ; 

Defendant -I always pay anybody working 
for me, but in this case I object on principlp. , 

His Lordship told the plaintiff that she was 
in the wrong in leaving before her month had 
expired. She had no legal claim for anything, 
but: her mistress, seeing that she had dene a 
certain amount of work was willing out of 
kindness to pay her $10. 

The money was paid over in Court. 

It-is stated that the International Banking 
Corporation will shortly open a branch at 


te 


eee. 


‘ interests, but with all his'care and, much ag he 
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COMPANY MEETING, 
- +. >e — 
THE HONGKONG, CANTON AND |. 


MACAO STEAMBOAT CO., LTD. lis the 
; 'sidiary coinage. 

The ordinary half-yearly meeting of share- gion for the Chairman of a Company to have 
holders in this Company was held at the office to make, and a nice burden for a British Com- 


of the Company on the 10th inst. 

Mr. R. Shewan presided, and there were also 
present— Messrs. F. A. Gomes, J. Bandow, W. 
Helms, C.R. Lenzmana, H. E. Tomkins, C. E. 
Anton, H. A. Siebs, R. Fuhrmann (directors), | 
W. E. Clarke (secretary), J. M. Machado, 
A. H. M. da Silva, W. N. Fleming, L. Berin-, 
doague and others. | 

The SECRETARY read the notice calling the 
meeting, and 

The CHAIRMAN suid—The report and state- 
ment of account having been in your hands for | 
the usual period, we will, with your permission, | 
take them as read. It is with feelings of great 
pleasure that your directors present you with 
what must be considered very satisfactory 
figures f8r the half-ycar's working, and we: 
trust that the proposed appropriations of funds 
will meet with your approval. The net earn- 
ings of steamers and the amount at credit of 
Profit and Loss Account are the largest for any” 
corresponding period since 1903, and the gross 
earnings exceed those of any similar period in 
the history of the Company. The result now ' 
laid before you has been attained under severe ' 
competition, and increased charges of aver 
$40,000, in consequence of low exchange, 
increased light dues and lox: in exchange 
of subsidiary coins, ax compared with the 
corresponding period of last year. The 
total loss by subsidiary coinage amounted 
to $28,589.64 for the period under review. | 
You will notice the very substantial increase of , 
$79,446.25 in investments in public companies, 
since the last report. This increase is due to! 
further investment of £39,607.75. and the ap- 
preciation of values over depreciation amounting 
to $39,838.50. A similar amount of $39,838.50 : 
is shown to the credit of the Fluctuation ! 
Account. All the values of our investinents | 
have been adjusted in accordance with the | 
quotations current at the close of the half-year. ; 
Business being very slack during June the; 
opportunity was taken to replace the defective ! 
paddle shaft of the steamer Honam by the new | 
shaft recently reccived from England. All the| 
vessels: of the fleet are now in good working 
order. I do not think of anything else; 
calling for special comment, but should any 
shareholder require any further information I 
shall have pleasure in answering any question. 

No questions were asked, and the CHAIRMAN | 
proposed the adoption of the report and accounts i 
as presented. 

Mr. Fteminc—I beg to second, and I think | 
that the management and shareholders are to be | 
congratulated on the report and accounts 
presented. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The appointment of Messrs. J. W. Bandow , 
and C, E. Anton to the directorate was confirm- | 
ed on the motion of Mr. FLEMING. seconded by 
Mr. MacHabo. 

On the motion of Mr. Sitva, seconded by Mr. 
BERINDOAGUE, Messrs. C. R. Lenzmann and 
H. E. Tomkins were re-elected directors. 

Tho retiring auditors, Messrs. A. O'D. 
Gourdin and W. P. Potts, were re-appointed on 
the motion of Mr. Sinya, seconded by Mr. 
MACHADO. 

The CHAIEMAN—That is all the bnsiness, 
gentlemen. I am pleased to be able to conclude 
by telling you that dividend warrants are pay- 
able on application. Before we separate there 
is just one item in the accounts I should like to 
refer to. The uccount put before you is a very 
good one, but palmam qui meruit ferat, and on 
that principle I am bound to admit that for a 
great deal of its goodness you are indebted to 
the unwearied care and vigilance of your * ecret- 

, Mr. Clarke. I verily believe he eats and 
drinks aud sleeps and dreams ali the time, 
thinking of his Company and your inter- 
ests; before one eye he sees the broad shining 
river with his boats running up and down, and 
before the other lies ontspread the Portage Bil 
and Expenese sheets over which he sometime, 
groans aloud. You could not hare a better 
secretary or 8 man more devoted to your 


Me 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
a 

i loves to pore over hig accounts and analyse and 
‘compare them, there is one item 
.am sure he is ashamed of, and for which 


(August 16, 1909. 


this appointment requires confirmation at this 

meeting. a 
Auditors.—The accounts have been audited 

hy Mr. W. Hutton Potts and Mr. J. W. C. 


Bonnar. 


‘hich I 


would blush if IL knew how, That 
item of 828,589.65, loss .on sub- 
That is a pretty confer 


I too 


W. J. GRESSON, 
Chairman. 

Hongkong, 10th August, 1909. 

At ames 


pany in a Hritish ( olony to have to bear. 
LIABILITIES. 


that rate of loss, $56,000 per annum, we shall 


have lost in less than five years over a quarter | Pyid-up capital $ 15,000,000.00 
ofa milllon of dollars. That may seem a small | Sterling reserve fund £1,500,000 eae, 8. 
sum to the rich and prosperous Govern- (a: ox. 2,-. “ag see 15,000,000.00 
ment of Hongkong, but it ix oa very Silver nganees fund oe one 14'500,000.00 
serious charge on a Company like this— Marine insurance account ; "250,000.00 
land we are not the only Company that | Notes in circulation :— 
suffers -and [ cannot believe that the Gov- (Authorised issue against 

erument mean to look on quietly and do nothing | securities and coin deposited 

while we suffer these heavy losses. It ix true with the Crown Agents for. 

that in the past we owe little to those who sit the Colonies and their trus- 

in high places. for commencing with those old tees, 815,000,0G0.00) 14,149,703.00 
sailing ship captains and merchauts who refused Current Vecnuntse.s aoe hy Age 
to quit the port when ordered to ds so by the] Silver . ... 895,414,652.37 

sapient povernment of that day, who wanted to Gold £4,992,726 aie 

abandon it, dawn to the present, we have usually Is. 5d. ...=: 56.730,866.07 

had to look after ourselves and take care a 152.145,518.44 
of ourselves in a crisis, but. although the| Fixed deposits:—  - — 
Colony has been made by trade and built} Silver .. $62,034,168.86 

up by traders like ourselves, still we pay our Gold £4,661,536 i 

taxes and have aright to expect something in 12s. 1d. ...== 52,964,800.97 

return from those who receive the money. In ; ease n Mises 114.998 969.83 
business there are few worse things than a} Bills payable (including drafts a 
dishonoured signature, but in this case the on London bankers, call loans 

Government is not only dishonouring its bills, and short sight drawings on 

but is actually allowing the superscription of | London office against bills re- 

our Sovereign to be dishonoured on their coins. ceivable and bullion ship- , : 
Incidentally, they are throwing away what used ments) 2... ees ‘14 063,599.17 
to he a fine source of revenue, but thatisa small! Profit and loss account .... ; 5,493,446.41 
matter to them, which can be easily remedied by | Liability on bills of exchange Oe 
slapping aNother tax or two on us poor} re-discounted, £4,972,346 3s. 

Issachars. We all know. or at least we have 10d., of which £3,671,148 14s. 

the word of a great man for believing, that the 5d. have since run off. 2 ie a 
world ix governed with very little wisdom, and $345 ,601,236.85 
so we do not louk for much wisdom or conrrage ASSETS. Cee ee ee 
or foresight from those in authority over us :| Cash _.. $55,260,909.72 


Coin lodged with the Hongkong 
Government against authorised 
und or excess note circulation 33,000,C00.00 


but even so, granting all that, the apathy and 
supineness they show in a matter so seriously 
and so prejudicially affecting the interests 


the whole community is amazing and astounding ; Bullion in hand and in transit 4 318,503.50 
even for them. (Applause.) The Seoreta#y| Indian government rupee paper 2,099 088.72 
has reminded me of another point. Ship-}Consols colonial and other se- - 
ping people know well that fares and freights | curities vee ee vee vee 10,213,250.76 
cannot be raised as we like, but are governed | Sterling reserve fund invest- a 
hy competition. It all comes to this: that if ments, viz. :— 
the Government did its duty we should not be | £1,208,000 24 per cent. 
forced to receive coins that are worth less than consols at 82... ... £990,560 
their proper value by six to ten per cent. (of which £250,000 
= Sahay Pal the 
pan : aok of England 
COMPANY REPORTS. ea Special Wont 
: Boe, ota gg 232 don Reserve.) 
HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI £255,000 24 per cent. 
BANKING CORPORATION. national war loan at 90 229,500 “ 
£325,000 other sterling 
The eighty-eighth report of the court of oe wanthem 279.940 
directors fo the ordinary half-yearly general ee eae 
meeting of shareholders to be held at the City £1,500,000 
Hall, Hongkong, on Saturday, the 21st inst., is ae ex, 2/- 15,000,00.00 


as follows :— 


Gentlemen,—The Directors have now to sub- ; Bills discounted, loans and credits 113,046,509.47 


mit to you a general statement of the affairs of | Bills i 

the bank. and Balance Sheet for the half-year | Bank ee Papen et 

ending 30th June, 1909. - pier nee 
The net prefits for that period, including 

$2,006 ,234.08, balance brought forward from last | BSD COS 


account, after paying all charges. deducting 
interest paid and due and making provision for | 
bad and doubtful accounts. amount to 
$5,493,446.41. 


GENERAL PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOURT. 
‘Dr. 

{ . 

To amounts written off :— 


The Directors reeommend the transfer of i i 
$750,000 from the profit and loss account to ie dasa ea an ee ore 
credif of the silver reserve fund, which fund} £2 per share on 120,000 
will then stand at $15,250,000. : shares = £240,000 at 1/94 = 2,726,627.22 
, fter making this transfer and deducting; To transfer to silver reserve fund... 750,000.00 


remuneration to directors there remains for|To balance forward to next half- 


appropriation $4,728,446.41, out of which the , 

directors recommend the payment of a, dividend ver px rubs sodas 
of two pounds sterling per share, viz. : £241,000, 

which at 1/9-1-8, the rate of the day, will absorb Cr. ae aioe 


$2,726,627 22. 


By balance of undivid- ° 
Ps Er 22. $2,001,819.19, to be carried, to| “ed profits, Slat De 


ed profits, 31st De- , 
...82,006,234.08 


new profit and loss account. cember, 1908, .. 
Branches and Agencies.—A branch office of | By amount of iiot pro- ; 
the bank was opened at Canton on the 6th July.|  fitsforthesix months 


Direetors.— Mr. G. Friesland having resigned 
Ve seat ou leaving the Colony, Mr J. W. 
Bandow has been invited to fill the vacancy ; 


ending 30th June, 
1909, after making 
provision for bad and 


. _Angust 16, st 16,1909] CHINA 


“doubtful debts, do == ~~ ~~~~|~~~~*&BALS debts, do- 

ducting all expenses 

and interest bee 

and due, . . §,487,212.33 
———._ -— $5,493,446.41 


85,493,446.41 


STERLING RESERVE FUND. 
To balance... £1.500,000 (a: ex. 2.- $15,000,000.0 | 
(invested in sterling securities.) 


$15y000,000.00 


By balance 31st December, 1908, 
£1,500,000 @ ex. 2-- ... _...815,000,000.00 


$15,0¢0,000.00 


SILVER RESERVE FUND. 


To balance, .. $15,250,000."0 


815,250,! 00.00 


By balance 3lst Decomber, 198 $14,500,000... Q 
By transfers from Profit and 
Loss account, ~ 750,008. a 


$15,250,000.00 


HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA 
DOCK CO.. LTD. 


The report of the Board of Directors to the 
ordinary half-yearly meeting of shareholders, 
to-be held on Monday. the 23rd August, 1909, 
is as follows : 

Gentlemen.--—The directors have now to sub- 
mit to you their report, with a statement. of 
accounts for the half-year ended 30th June, 
1909. 

The net profit for the six months, 
after paying interest due and all 
charges, amounts to % 

To which has to be added the balance 
brought forward from last account 387,078.77 


8 76.609.93 


463,688.70 
Less cost of re-organization to 30th 


June, 1909 57.776.34 


£425.912.36 
and from this have to be deducted— 
Directors’ fees (half. the 
usual charge) .. .. $5,000.00 
Auditors’ fees 750.00 
5,750.00 


{ 
i 
t 
i 
! 


leaving available for appropriation ..2420,162.36 


The Directors recommend that a dividend for 
the half-year of 3 per cent., ar 875,000, be paid 
to shareholders, and the balance $345.162.36 be 
carried to the new account. 

During the half-year under review, a contract 
was concluded, with the Sze Yip 8.8. Co., Ld.. 
for the construction of a twin screw steel river 
steamer for their ea eee trade, and this 
vessel will be ready ‘for launching some time in 
September. Other new work in hand consists 
of light draught steel river steamer. six steel 
lighters, six wooden lorchas and two motor 
boats, all for Manila. 

The two launches mentioned in the last report 
as being built at the Cosmopolitan Dock for 
stock have been sold. The launches K. 7 and 
C. 3 have also been sold, and the new launch 
referred to in last report as under construction 
at Kowloon for harbour service has been launched 
and taken the place of the former. 

A light draught river gunboat built by 
Messrs. Yarrow, Ld., for the Portuguese 
Government for service in Macao was re-erected 
at Kowloon Dock and delivered to her owners. 

The boiler shop extension at Kowloon Dock 
has becn completed and the shop is now in full 
working order. 

The new head office at Kowloon Dock, which 
is part of the scheme of reorganisation. is on 
the point of completion and will be ready for 
occupation by arrival of the newly-appointed 
Chief Manager. 

Theextension of No.1 lack progresses slowly, 
but the work has not prevented ships being 
accommodated whenever required. 

W. J. GREsson, 
Chairman. 
Hongkong, 9th August, 1909. 
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_ been doctored.” 
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BOYCOTTING THE E PORTUGU ESE, 


BaLance SuHeet 30TH June, 1909. 
LIABILITIES. 
| Capital 50,000 shares of $50 each 


fully paid up... 32,500,000.00 | OUTCOME OF THE “F SreHAN 
No. 1 Dock extension account 221,000.00 
Marine insurancs account 88 442.77 |! 


Qur Canton correspondent writes on the 
h inst.:--An important tmhecting of the Self- 
. Gaverninent Society was held yesterday evening, 
, and thousands of persons, representing every 


Sundry creditors 
falance of profit 
brought forward 


1,941.123.42 | 6, 


P 


retina ates 387,078.77 | Section of the peuple, attended the meeting. 
cudinie= 30th staan - + Chan Wai Po was unanimously elected Chair- 
1909 5 ; 76,609.93 | man, aid he opened the proceedings by reading 

Ses ay cate pee (the circular convening the meeting, a trans- 
"463,688.70 ‘lation of which I sent you yesterday. Tho 

Le jean : baad (Chairman then infurmed the meeting that he 
CSS COS : geass ‘ had been handed a copy of a letter which had 
oo 0 0th June, ‘ been written by Messrs. Butterfield and Swire 


37,776.34 | 1o the British Consul to come to some settle- 


425,912.36 men of Noronhd’s case. He raid that the 
ae sae Ayo ce | @udience could see from this that Messrs. Butter- 
85.176,473.55 field and Swire had done all in their power 

~~ | to bring the Fatshan incident to a satisfactory 
conclusion, and had made ample compensation 
to the deceased's family. The Chairman then 
called upon ¥ ok Wing Yu, who had full power 
to represent and act for Messrs. Buttertield and 
Swire, and f'o Yu Tui, acting on behalf of the 
family of the deceased Ho Yu Ting, to come to 
a final settlement. They informed the audience 
that they had arrived at a satisfactory settle- 
ment, and thanked the Society for the interest 
and help they had given to the case. 

The Chairman then said that the Fatshan 
affair as regards Messrs. Buttertield and Swire 
was concluded, and he proposed that they should 


ASSETS. 
Aberdeen. 
Value of Aberdeeu Docks, as per 
last statement . - > 100,000.00 
Kotloon, 
Valueof Kowlooy Docks 
as per last statement 82,546, 9270) 
Amount paid on account 
of yard plant, boiler 
shop extension, boiler 
smith’s shop, engine 
shop. —_ blacksmith’s 
shop, general office 
extension, and time 


——__.-- —— 


office extension, 59,158.00 senal telegrams to their’countrymen informing 
E ; ~ 2,606,'185.00 | thom of this fact. ‘Lhe audience approving, & 
Na, 1 Dock Eefenswan Accauut, telegram was thereupon drafted. 
Amount paid as per last . The Chairman then resumed. The Con- 
Statement 100,237.60 sul for Portugal had not done his share of 
Amount expended dur- the business. He had refused to re-try Noronha or 
ing six months — Ist to offer au apology. He had falsely accused the 
January te 30th Society of bribery, and, had refused Viceroy 
June, 1909 10,334.98 110.572.58 Chang's proposal to hold a joint trial. The 


Chairman asked the assembly to decide on some 
form of retaliation for this insult to the Society, 
and to the Chinese nation in general. As far as 


Cosneopalitan, 
Value of Cosmopolitan 


Dock, as per last he could see, all they were able to do was to 
statement 313,000.09 request the Porlieue:s Consul to hold another 
Less amount — since trial, and to be careful in their future con- 
written off 3.000.010 nections with the Portugue There wore very 
. fae ae 500,000.00 | few Portuguese firms, uud not much business 
Value ae tugs. dredgers, launches wus carried on with the Chinese. The 
and lighters ... 498.867.89 | p resis ae stly : 
Sindy dehtors: 208,978.49 Portuguese were mostly employed by other 


foreign firms, as clerks, etce., and some were 
employed in Chinese firms. ‘The Portuguese 
were a violent people, as they could see from the 


Value of material ex- 
pended on work in 


¢ 


DEUREORR ec, Sa 8S 95,140.88 murder of Ho Yu Ting. It behove them, there- 
been of material ‘on 1.259.833.71 fore, to have no more business transactions with 


them, lest they be treated as their poor country- 
man Ho Yu Ting had been. They should have no 
further dealings with any firm, Chinese or 
foreign, who employed Portuguese clerks or 
assistants; and he asked the audience whether 


—————— — 1.354.974.59 


35,176.478.55 


aa oe Be Diete EE Eee ae APA So they approved of this course. 
ALO AEE To 854.274.09 + Kong Shui Cheun, an influential member of 
To crown rent 4.0735 05 | the gentry, then stood up and proposed that the 
i orice. 1usiries ' 5,060.15 | (‘hairman’s suggestion be adopted; and he 
To office expenses, salaries, sta- further moved that telegrams be sent to their 
tionery and rent of head office 25,916.64 | compatriots in every country to refraic from 
To telegrams 1,561.74 | having any business transactions in future with 

To legal expenses 736.70 | firms employing Portuguese. 
‘Yo marine insurances account 10,336.50 | = Ho Wai Nung seconded the proposal, and the 
‘To profit 76,609.93 sical audience unanimously - concurred, signifying 
aes \ their approval by shouting and clapping most 

3 178,568.80 | uproariously. 
eee 'r partaki refres di 

by aut-earaings 3 178,568.80 After partaking of refreshments, the audience 


| dispersed, and the meeting was postponed till 
| this evening. 


S$ 178,568.80 


HONGKONG UNIVERSITY FUND. 


DARKER CHINA TEAS. 


$25,000 FROM H. K, AND 8S. BANK. 


We are informed by Sir Paul Chater, Hon. 
Treasurer of the Hongkong University Scheme, 
that the Hongkong and shanghai Banking 
Corporation have contributed the sum of 
$50.0uu towards the Endowment Fund. 


The first consignments of the season’s China 
teas are now reaching the English market, says 
a recent London paper. 

“ The quality of the first consignment of 5,000 
packages was in many cases above the average. 
said the China tea expert of a leading City firm. 
“This year the Chinaman has made his tea 
rather more ‘ coloury in the cup.’ to suit the taste 
of Western tea drinkers, who have hitherto 
found China tea a little too light in colon. This 
is a development in the process of manufacture 
which results iu the colour being brought out in 
infusivu. and does not mean that the tea has 


DUNATION FROM MESSRS. JARDINE, 
MATHESON AND CO. 

Wea are authoritatively informed that 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. have con- 
tributed asum of %25,000 to the Endowment 
Fand of the proposed Hongkong University, 


rae 


CANTON. 


—_-+@—___ 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT). 


August 5th. 


THE “FATSHAN, AFFAIR ONCE MORE. 

The Self-Government Society has issued a cir- 
cular convening a public meeting for this even- 
ing, for the purpose of discussing the Fatshan 
Affair, The following is a translation of the 
circular :— 

“ Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, the owners 
of the s.s. Fatshan, have promised to trans- 
fer the Captain of the Fatshan to another 
vessel not on the Hongkong-Cantou run, and 
they have also consented to pay 83,200 to the 
family of the deceased man, Ho U Ting. The 
compradore department of that firm has 
also added &2,000 to the sum. The 
Portuguese ticket-collector. Noronha, will be 
handed over to the Portuguese Authori- 
ties to be tried, and Messrs. Butterfield and 
Swire have given their promise that they will 
not employ any more Portuguese in future. 
They have also issued instructions to all their 
vessels that Chinese passengers are to be well 
treated, and no violence is on any account to be 
nsed tothem. We thus see that Messrs. Butter- 
field and Swire have done all they can to make 
reparation for this unfortunate occurrence. 
The Portuguese Consul, however, has not acted 
fairly, and we must meet to discuss some way 
of showing him that we are not to be trifled 
with. The Portuguese Consul has accused our 
Society of having been bribed to take up the 
case, but our only wish is to see that 
the deceased's family gets fairplay. The 
British nation has always been friendly to the 
Chinese, and on this occason the British have 
done nothing that can be considered unfair. 
Ho U Ting was killed by a Portuguese, and 
though he was employed on a British vessel the 
British are not to blame. We should not, there- 
fore, act against the interests of the British 
but we invite all our countrymen to meet to- 
gether and discuss what steps are necessary to 
punish the offenders.” 


ANOTHER INTERNATIONAL QUESTION. 

On the 1st instant Messrs. Carlowitz and Co 
sold the property of the Tsun Hing firm, 
foreign goods dealers, on which they had dis- 
trained for debt in respect of goods supplied. 
It is claimed that the sale was illegal, as 
it is alleged to have taken place without 
the knowledge or authority of the owners, 
the Pun Yu Magistrate, or the German 
Consul. The value of the property dis- 
trained on is declared to be 825,0U0, and it 
was sold for $7,320. The Tsun Hing firm 
has refused to acknowledge the sale, and has 
offered to liquidate the debt, which is for 
$7,000. Ho Wai Nung, an influential mem- 
ber of the Self-Government Society, has taken 
the case. up on behalf of the Tsun Hing 
firm, and has asked the German Consul to 
press Messrs. Carlowitz & Co. to apply for 
the debt in the usual way. The case has aroused 
much indignation among Chinese business-men, 
and the matter will be discussed at the next 
meeting of the Self-Government Society. 

STAMP DUTY IN KWANGTUNG. 

Stamp duties are to be adopted here very 
soon. The Provincial Treasurer has ordered a 
Weiynan, Yu On Fung. to proceed to Peking 
at once to bring back the stamps. ‘They will be 
used as soon as they arrive. a: 


THE OPIUM TRAFFIC. 


WEST AUSTRALIAN TRADE. 


The record of the’ opium traffic during the 
past six months serves to indicate that the trade 
in the drug in West Australia has been pro- 
fitable to the Crown and disastrous to the 
Chinese. During the first six months of 1908, 
27 seizures were made, Chinese being concerned 
in 22 of these cases, aud a European in one, 
while in four cases the ownership proved a 
hidden mystery. During the corresponding 
period of 1909, only 16 seizures have been made, 
the Chinese again predominating, 11 of them 
having to submit to confiscation, while others 
affected were two Malays, one Afghan, one 
European, and one * unknown.” 
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SHIPPING NOTES, 


The Java-China-Japan Navigation Company 
has ordered its seventh ship for the East Asia 
service. 

* 
* € 

The American cruiser Rainbow was brought 
into Hongkong yesterday morning by the blue 
funnel steamer Antilochus, which towed her from 
off Amoy, the cruiser’s main boiler having been 
damaged. The usual salute was fired on entering 
the port. 


: x 
eo # 

Business at the Docks of tlie Colony seems to 
be improving. There are eight vessels at the 
Kowloon Docks. The Aberdeen Dock is 
occupied, and there are {wo vessels at the 
Taikoo Docks. The ¢ osmopolitan Dock. after 
being vacant quite a long time has been ocenpi- 
ed this week by the Coblenz, which cime out of 
dock yesterday. 


® 
% * 


We learn that the sx. Persia. which has been 
undergoing “the fresh water cure” at Wham- 
poa, for the last twelve months and was 
brought down to Hongkong last week, 
has been chartered by the Eng Hok Co. to run 
to Mexico. 


* 
* * 


The speed trials of the O.3.K.'s new 
American liner Seattle Maru, which was 
recently launched at the Kawasaki Dock-yard. 
have proved very successful, the vessel develop- 
ing a speed of over 15 knots an hour. although 
the speed contracted for was only 14 knots. 


* 
* * 


The M. M. Company have suspended their 
scheme of constructing fifteen new mail steam- 
ers pending a settlement of their negotiation, 
with the French Government regardiug the 
subsidy. ‘The new vessels will replace some of 
the ofd ones on the run to Australia as well as 


to the Far East. 
x 


*” « 

It is reported in Japan that the Mexican 
Oriental Steamship Company, which has just 
commenced to compete with the Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha in the South American services, has 
resolved to suspend navigation for the present. 
The difficulty of the landing of the Chinese 
emigrants in Peru and Chili is most probably 
the cause of this measure. 


* 
* * 


_ Remission of the fine imposed upon the Toyo 
Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company on the 
charge of violating the coastwise shipping laws 
in recently landing the daughter of ex-Vice- 
President Fairbanks, at San Francisco, is 
provided in a decision just rendered by Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce and Labour MecHarg, 
With her father and mother, the daughter 
recently sailed from San Francisco for Japan 
on 8 world cruise, but at Honolulu, on cable 
advices that her husband had been ordered back 
to shore duty, she returned to San Francisco on 
the Japanese boat. This violated the law, 
which imposes a fine of 8200 on a foreign steam- 
ship company for each passenger carried from 
one American port to another. The fine was 
remitted because of the unusual nature of the 
case. 
* o * 

The private shipbuilding companies in Japan 
are now experiencing a scarcity of orders. With 
a view to relieving this distress the Japanese 
Government has lately placed one order each 
with the Kawasaki and Mitsu Bishi Shipbuild- 
ing Yards for the construction of cruisers. If 
the shipbuilding business continues depressed 
the Government will, it is reported. shortly 
place orders with the Kawasaki and Mitsui 
Bishi Shipbuilding Yards for the building of 
several destroyers. The Ozaka Mainéchi, fiom 
which we quote the above, says that since the 
termination of the late war the number of des- 
troyers has greatly increased, but there are 
many old destroyers whose services must be 
dispensed with in the near future. In considera« 
tion of this fact the Naval authorities are 
reported to have decided to have a number of 
destroyers constructed at the private shipbuild- 
ing yards instead of at the naval yards. 


[August 16, 1909. 


A Contrikuteor to Fairplay writes :—‘ Trade 
in the East,’ and shipping in particular, wore 
axceedingly bad when I passéd over the ground 
in March and April of this year. In Hongkong 
I heard that most of the -time-chartered boats 
which had hitherto been engaged in th» China 
coasting trade had been sent home for good, 
and that out of some 140 only about 5) vessels 
remained on the Coast. In Shanghai the same 
tale was told, and in Japan I was informed 
that out of a total tonnage of 1,400,000 of 
mercantile steam shipping owned by Japan 
400,000 tons were laid up.” Tho Contributor 
concludes a brief review of the develepment of 
the Japanese mercantile marine with these ob- 
servations :-—“ As regards the future of Japanese 
shipping [ am of opinion that the low wages 
and cheap victualliug will enable Japanese ship- 
owners to successfully compete against Euro- 
peans, and to gradually displace many Huropean 
vessels now employed in the China trade ; at pre- 
sent lack of funds is the principal impediment.” 


* 

The cause of the rosa accident to thé Ger- 
man steamer Andalusia in Tokyo Bay is alleged 
by a Japanese paper to have been the taking of 
a wrong course, namely, between the first and 
second sea forts off Futtsu (Saratoga Spit), 
instead of between the second and third forts, the 
regular course. No damage was caused to ship or 
cargo. Over 1,40) packages of cargo were 
discharged on the lighters sent out to her assis- 
tance. The German Navy transport Titania, 
which sighted the steamer aground about sun- 
set, on ber way to Yokohama, stopped and 
attempted to get the Andalusia off at high 
water at mid-night in co-operation with two 
tugboats of tha Yokohama Dock Co., but with- 
out effect. The following day about 400 more 
tons of cargo were discharged, and at high water 
at. 11.31 am. the steamer was successfully 


t refloated, and proceeded to Yokohama. While 


réndering assistance, the launch Hagle, of 
Messrs. Helm Bros., was caught in a cable and 
sunk. An engineer, named Sahara, sustained 
injury. Messrs. Helm Bros. immediately sent 
divers to raise the sunken launch. The German 
steamer had a cargo of about 3,000 tons, con- 
sisting of iron, glass, sugar and sundries. 


THE OSAKA FIRE. © 


LUSSES OF THE INSURANCE OFFICES. | 


The losses of the fire-insurance offices are of 
course not yet accurately ascertained, but the 
total amount of property insured in the area 
destroyed by the fire is roughly as follows :— 

Nippon Fire sea see eee ¥ 2,000,000 

‘okio Fire... ... 0... 0... ... 2,000,000 


Meiji Fire... ...  ... 1,000,000 
Yokohama Fire... _ 700,000 
Kyodo Fire... ... 900,000 
Kobe Marine and Fire 600,C00 
Osaka Fire... 2... 300,000 

Total. sciiw.dacradeadss heenres Y7,500,000 


The ‘loss of each company is estimated as 
follows :— 


Nippon Fire ¥1,300,000 
Tokio Fire... ... ... ... ... 1,000,000 
Meiji Fire a ee 700,000 
Yokohama Fire... ... 21... 350u,00U 
Kyodo Fire sey. ae 400,000 
_ Kobe Marine and Fire... . 400,000 
Osaka Fire... .. : .. ve. * 150,000 


The Hakodate tire raged 22 hours and the 


‘ houses destroyed numbered 12,00!. The present 


tire in Osaka raged for 25 hours and did con- 
siderably more damage, so that the loss of the 
insurance offices must be much larger. 

{The figures given above are taken from the 
Japan Chronicle of the 2ud inst., but later 
telegraphic information. has placed the losses 
at a very much higher figure. ] 


During the mouth of July 98*arrests were 
made of Chinamen, Filipinos and Americans in 
the Philippines under the opium law. Of these 
83 ‘were Chinamen, ,14 Filipinos, and one 
American. Three of the Filipinos were 
women. Of the cases tried the sentences were 
for the most part imprisonments of three 
months each, fines of P.300 being given in some 
cases. : 
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THE ANTUNG-MUKDEN RAILWAY. 


STATEMENT BY JAPAN. 


The Japanese Government has issued the 
following statement on the Antung-Mukden 
Railway Question :— 

It will be remembered that the light railway 
between ‘ntung end “uken was built by Japan 
during the late war, for military purposes’ As 
the line was constrncted in haste, it was wholly 
unsuited for ordinary commercial purposes. ~ 

When the South Manchurian Railway was 
transferred to the ‘Japanese Government, the 
necessity of a connecting link between that line 
and the Korean system became apparent, and 
according to Article VI. of tha Supplementary 
Agreement to the Manchurian Convention 
of Peking of 1905, it was agreed that Japan not 
only had the right to maintain the military rail- 
way in question, but she was to improve it so as 
to make it fit for the conveyance of merchandise 
of all nationals, or, in other words, to transform 
a purely military line into a commercial railway. 

The existing Antung-Mukden Military Rail- 
way has a total length of 188 miles anda gauge 
of 2 feet 6 inches. 

To avoid the construction of tunnels and 
bridges, fcr which there was no time, the line 
was given a wide detour, and many steep 
gradients and short and sharp curves, sc owing 
to these defects there is naturally frequent 
danger of derailment. The hanling capacity of 
the locomotives is very small, three or four cars 
constituting a maximum train and in some 


-portions of the line where the grades are steep, 


trains have to be divided into two or more 
separate hauls, The speed capacity of the 
engines is also necessarily very low. while travel 
on the line by night is impracticable. ‘Transit 
between Antung and Mukden requires two 
full days. 

It was to remove these defects and to make 
the road available and efficient for commercial 
purposes that the improvement stipulation was 
inserted in the said Supplementary Agreement 
of 1905. 

By the opening of the Mnkden-Fusan Line, 
ancther route will be established for inter-con- 
tinental intercourse between Europe, Jupan, and 
the Far East generally. The new route will 


- have the advantage of reducing the sea voyage 


to ten hours. but in order to make the route 
effective and useful it*is necessary that it shall 
have the same gauge and efficiency as the 
Korean and the South Manchurian Railway 
systems, to which the route under consideration 
will be the connecting link. 

Improvements which are absolutely essential 
include the building of bridges, horing of tun- 
nels, straightening and grading of the line, and 
the changing of the gauge similar to the 
Korean and South Manchurian Railway sys- 
tems. With these improvements the distance 
will be shortened. time of transit between An- 


- tung and Mukden reduced from two full days 


to eight or nine hours and the general officiency 
of the line will be established. Without them 
the Railway will remain as at present entirely 
unless for commercial purposes. 

The Japanese Government, with a_ view 
to) make the Antung-Mukden Railway 
available as soon as possible as a connect- 
ing link between the Korean and South Man- 
churian systems in the great inter-continental 
trunk line, entered into private negotiations with 
China. As this proved abortive the Imperial 


’ Government officially proposed to China in 


January last to dispatch ( ommissioners to 
survey the line. The proposal having been 
agreed to tha Japanese and Chinese (Com- 
missioners made aud agreed upon a joint survey 
of the proposed route with the exception of a 
small section some twenty miles in length. be- 
tween Mukden and Chenhsiangtan. This work 
was completed early in April and steps were 
immediately taken {o report the result to the 
Chinese Government. As, however, the route 
between Mukden and Chenghsiangtan remained 
to be discussed between the Governments, the 
Imperial Government. in order to prevent un- 
necessary delay, proposed to the Chinese 
Government to commence work on that portion 
of the line East o! Chenhsiangtan which had 
been duly surveyed, leaving the Mnukden- 
Chenhsiangtan section for subsequent examin- 
ation and adjustment, and they announced 
their desire to begin the purchase of the land 
required for the railway 
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China, having recourse to her well known 
policy of obstruction and procrastination, 
evaded the just and reasonablé demands of 
Japan and raised questions regarding the police 
authority in the railway zones and the 
withdrawal of railway guards. Finally on 
June 24th last they sent a reply which if 
concurred in would wholly nullify the provisions 
of the arrangement of 1905, and disregard the 
survey agreed to by the Commissioners of the 
two Gavernments. 

That reply besides reviving the questions 
of the railway guards and police author 
and raising other immaterial issues which 
would appropriately lend themselves to separate 
negotiations, declared that the work of improve- 
ment must be confined to the existing tract and 
that no broadening of the gauge could be 
permitted. 

‘The Imperial Government, reluctant to take 
measures tending to impair the good relations 
which exist between ( hina and Japan, confined 
their action to an endeavour to induce China to 
reconsider her untenable position. and to adopt 
the course consistent with the manifent intention 
of the parties to the engagement of 1905. 

China, however, still maintains an unyielding 
and unaccommodating attitude which gives no 
promise of anything but vain and unprofitable 
negotiations. : 

in this situation the Imperial Government is 
compelled to take independent action and, with- 
out waiting for the co-operation of Chinese 
Authorities, to proceed to carry out the ueces- 
sary works of reconstruction aud improvements 
according to their treaty rights and in harmony 
with tle survey of the commissioners of the two 
Governments. 


CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY- 

Grand Councillor Chang Chi Tung has 
telegraphed to Taotai Wong Ping Yan, Director 
of the Canton-Honkow Railway, as follows: - 

“ During the previous month, Sir Chan Tung 
Liang Sheng, Superintendent of the Canton- 
Hankow Railway, applied a few times to be 
allowed to resign his appointment, on the 
ground that the present weak state of his 
health prevents him from efficiently carrying 
out his arduons duties. Being assured that 
Sir Chan is the most able man for the post. J 
did not see fit to accept his resignation, 
especially as Sir Chan possesses the confidence 
of the shareholders. I desire you, therefore, 
if Sir Chan persists in his intention of 
resigning. to call on him personally, and inform 
him that it is my great wish that he should 
continue in his appointment. The Board of 
Posts and Communications has been supplied 
with a copy of this telegram, and concurs with 
me in this matter." 


A RICH SILVER MINE IN KWANGSI. 


It is reported that the Tienpingshan silver 
mine in Kueihsien, Kwangsi, is one of the 
richest mines in that province, and lately 
Taotais Huang Hsi chu‘an and Lin Shib-chi 
accompanied Mr. Yung, mining engineer, and 
others interested, to inspect it Mr. Yung isa 
son of the well-known Dr. Yung Wing, who 
took over the early Chinese Government 
students to the United States. He has expressed 
a high opinion of the richness of the mine, 
which, he says, is one of a kind not often 
come across. According to his statement, from 
ten to fifteen ounces (Chinese) of pure silver 
may be obtained from a picul of ore. and with 
300 miners working a day, some 20,000 
ounces of siver may be extracted from 
100 tons of ore. The mining area is very ex- 
tensive and about twenty lodexs have been 
discovered, 

A syndicate called the Chen Hua C'o. has been 
formed, the principal interests in which are 
taken by wealthy Chinese in foreign colonies. 
The mining machinery has arrived and the staff 
has begun fo sink the shafts. Facilities such as 
tramways and steamers are under consideration 
and will be put into operation. The chief pro- 
moter of the syndicate lately arrived in the 
capital of Kwangsi with the intention of 
securing mining rights in the Linkuei, 
Hsingan and Zungning districts. as well as a 
reclamation scheme in the first named city.— 
N.C. Daily Nevs. 


———————— 


FAR EASTERN TELEGRAMS. 
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THE ANTUNG-MUKDEN RAILWAY. 


Tokyo, August 6th. 


It is reliably reported, with reference to the 
Antung-Mukden railway, that Japan has sent 
an ultimatum to China announcing her intention 
to begin the reconstruction of the line. 

Tokyo, August 8th. 

On Friday Mr. Ijuin, the 5 apanese Minister 
at Tokyo informed the Waiwupu of Japan's 
determination to proceed immediately with the 
reconstruction of the Autung-Mukden railway. 

Yesterday the Japanese Foreign Office 
published a statement of the negotiations for 
the work of transformation. 


CHINA AND JAPAN. 
Tokyo, August 9th. 
The Chinese Minister at Tokyo oalled on + 
Saturday upon Baron Komura, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and authoritatively reported 
that the Chinese Government proposed that 
pending questions between the two countries 
should be referred to a Commission for con- 
sideration. 


{ 


THE BRIBERY SCANDALS IN 
- JAPAN, 1 


Tokyo, August 10th. 
The Appeal against the sentences imposed on 
officials of the Japan Sugar Refinery Co., for 
bribery and corruption, has been heard, and the 
sentences confirmed except in the cases of two 


minor officials, whose sentences have been 
quashed. 
DISASTROUS EARTHQUAKES 
IN JAP -N. 


THOUSANDS OF CASUALTIES. 


Tokyo, August 14th. 


Disastrous earthquakes have occurred in Gifu 
and Shiga prefectures. 

Thousands of casualties and immense destruc- 
tion of property are reported. 

Roads and river banks have been sundered 
aud the conformation of Ibukiyama (a mountain) 
is unrecognisable. 

The damage extends to Lake Biwa. 

‘the shocks are continuing, and at Jce Bay 
near Nagoya inundations have been caused by 
a tidal wave. 


THE MONEY MARKET IN JAPAN. 


Tokyo, August 14th. 
The Bank of Japan has lowered its rate of 
interest. 


(FROM THE “CHUNG NGOI 8AN PO.” ] 


THE HONGKONG UNIVERSITY. 
Peking, August 6th. 
His Excellency Yuan Shu Fan, the newly 
uppointed Viceroy of Canton, has been ordered 
by the Throne to do his utmost in raising 
subscriptions for the proposed Hongkong 
University. 


HONGKONG'S WATER SUPPLY. 


In view of the unsatisfactory showing of the 
last water return which was dated Jgly Ist, 
there has naturally beeu much public curiosity 
to learn what improvement has resulted from 
the heavy rains which have since fallen. The 
Water Authority has just forwarded to us the 
returns brought down to August 1st, and these 
show, as compared with the returns for the same 
date last year. a shortage of more than three 
months’ supply on the island, while at Kowloon 
the difference is not very considerable, Where- 
as on August lst last year ali the reservoirs on 
the Ysland were overflowing, on the lst inst. 
Tytam was 22ft. 4in. below overflow and Tytam 
byewash 24ft. Sin. below. The three smaller 
reservoirs were also below overflow. 


Soe we. 
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COMMERCIAL 
IMPORTS :— ; pian 
RICE. 


Honexona, 16fi August:—There have heen 
few arrivals; the-prices are advarcing. 


Saigon, Ordinary ...............::0 $4.95 ta $5.00 
3 Round, Good quality ... £9 te 495 
* LONG. ee ceecee cece cere AEN fa 4.10 

Siam, Field mill cleaned, No.2... 5.05 to 3.10 
» Garden, No.l... 5.00 ta als 
a. ¢ White sasdutikadecnd onde (bi 20 
» Fine Cargo....... wid Sap fosdas 5.25 to 5.35 


JAPANESE MARKET. 


Kobe, 29th July.—Cotton.—Atmerican.—Priees 
have shown heavy fluctuations since our last 
report, quotations having receded as much as 
Yen, 3.30 during the eirly part of the past fort- 
night, owing doubtless to favourable weather 
prospects over the Cotton belts. Later advices, 
however, show a slight recovery in rates, which 
close stesdy« “ Forward” Middliug i3 given at 
Yen. 39.30 but no transactions have leea done 
owing to the unsettled state of the ercep, and to 
uneasiness regarding prices. “Spot” is nominal 
at Yen. 36.25. Indian.—lrices have not heen 
much affected by the drop in American rates, 
quotations having bean iniiutained on a high 
level, more especially for “spot"’ in) Bombay, 
owing to short stecks in the home market. lo 
consequence no business of importance? has trans- 
spired. “Spot locally is quict due to the 
drop in prices of American cotton,—! ciders, 
however, are not disposed to sell at low rates. 
Clo-ing prices are: Bengal Yen. 290d; Akola 
Khamguam Yen. 29.50; Broach Yen, 31.00 
nominal. Chicese.—The condition cf the new 
crop is reported to have recavered somewhat, but 
business in this direction is altogether ignored, 
There are furthermere no old stocks for sale. 
Quotations are: “ Best * Yen 30.00; “ Common" 
Yen. 28.00, Shirtings —Sp-t market continues 
to improve, a jittle pinch heing felt in a standard 
cloths which has brought cut a few orders for 
early shipment. Cotton Goods and Fancies.— 
There is x’ small undercurrent of new busine-s, 
but market generally snows no purticular change. 
Worsteds and Woollens.—As the Autumn season 
approaches the market shows signs of wore 
promise. New business is practically non-existent. 
Metals.—Market much depressed hy the fall in 
galvanized shee's fullawing the cuilapse of the 
syndicate of dealers in all kinds, of metals—whu 
had promised tu refrain from making fresh 
contracts. Cane. —Raw.~Java.—Quict. Formo- 
sa.—Market has improved slightly. Osaka Ke- 
tined.—At the auction held by the Trust Sale 
Office on the 23rd instaut 3,500 bigs Qsaka sugar, 
1,000 bags, Yokohama acd 1,400 bags Kobe 
manufacture wore disposed of at prices shewing 
an advance of from 5 tu 15 Sen. Rice.—There is 
no business being done, and the inarket is weak. 


PIECE GOODS. 


Messrs. Noé]l, Murray & Co. in their Piece Good 
Report, dated Shanghai 6th August, 1909, state :— 
It seems that we are now in the midst of the dull, 
hot period that is usually associated with July, 
which still carries out the theory of a late seasun 
this: year, If that is so there may he a better 


chance for a satisfactory Autumn demand, the: 


possibilities of which have not put in any appear- 
ance as yet. Mean-while the market remiins in 
a deadly dull state, no sales of any importance 
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factorily to most of our dependencies. Since ; 


Manchester elected to adopt short time prices 
have steadily stiffened there and widened the 
margin between that market and thi3 in staple 
goods, the advance in some classes being as much 


as fifteen pence. Prospects here do not warrant 


being made from first hands. The continued hot. 


weather may account to some extent for apathy 
being shown by buyers at the moment, ciusing as 
it does great anxiety concernine the standing 
crops. We learn from Native sources, however, 
that the crops in Shantung are turning out much 
as better than expected at first from their stunted 
appearance, as although the stalls are dwarfed 
the ears are large and full. It is to be hoped this 
may be the expvrience in other parts of Country. 
Very gonflicting news comes from Manchuria, 
There are many reports of serious floods in popu- 
lous neighbe-urboods, while on the othe: hand it 
is reported the crops as a whule are in excellent 
eondition and nearly ready for harvesting. If 
other conditions were as favourable to Foreign 
trade there would not: be much to complain about, 
but the dominance of the Japanese interests all 
over the country is so marked, fostered as they 
are by banking and transport facilities, other 
goods are getting a very poor show. There is 
rather less anxiety regarding floods at Hynkow 
and other River Ports, but orders fur fresh sup- 
plies are very slow in coming down. Clearances 
and shipments of former purchases, including 
Auction Cargo, however, are guing on quife satis- 


any such enhancement in prices on this side, so 
transactions are likely to be much curtaileds 
The raw staple is being manipulated on the home- 
marketa in an extraordinary manner, and points 
once more to the influence of the gambling ele- 
ment. During the interval Mid-American has been 
up to 6.80d. in Liverpool and 12.60 cents in New 
York, to-day the quotations come 6.60d, and 12.12 
cents respectively, and this in face of the Bureau 
reports ¢f 71.9 ag the condition of the cron at the 
end of July. The latest quotation for Egyptian 
at. Liverpool was @,t-d. Thea Manchoster export 
for last mouth of Plain Cottons was forty million 
yards to Hongkong and China, 2 very fully sup- 


ply. Dyed and Printed goods are also heavy, |, 


namely 13.400,000 yards and 2,700.0C0 yards re- 
spectively. Shipments of Woollens and Yarn are 
a goad deal over the average. The activity in 
the Yarn market is the most refreshing feiture 
at present, with prices soaring away above any- 
thing that was thought possible a short time ago, 
When it is considered what these Spinnings lay 
down at when they reach their destinations 
it would have heen thought the woven article 
would have had the preference. [t ig not report- 
ed that the great Fire in Osaka has caused any 
loss or interruption in the Yarn trade. The 
Local production is holding its own. Business 
privately during the interval has been practically 
at a standstill, two whule day Bank holidays 
not conducing to fresh transactions owing to the 
ahsence of Exchange quotations, An event of 
some note may be record-d in the arrival here of 
the newly appointed Viceroy of Nanking en route 
for his post. [tis to be hoped that as he comes 
from Canton, which is usually credited with more 
up-to-date and progressive ideas, that less obstruc- 
tion will be shown to the laudable efforts of 
foreign traders here to improve the commercial 
stituation, and more especially do away with the 
obstructions that prevent the local Railway from 
having full. seape and facilities for working for 
the benefit of Native and Foreign trade alike. 
The transactions that have taken place are alto- 
gether of a retail description in goods from -tock, 
there being no special or regular demand for any 
particular thing, the business passing being 
merely to fill hand to mouth orders. In staple 
mikes it is quite impossible to touch home prices, 
but a few indents continue to go through for 
Fancies, mostly of special designs and makes, 
American goods, though during the last day or 
two rather more enquiry has sprung up. It has 
not led to much so far, as holders are trying to 
establish. Pepperell Drills have been resold a Tls. 
525, and Buffalo A 325 yard Sheetings at Ts. 
37} and Ti+. 4.40 and at the close it is rumoured 
at Tls. 4.45. small parcels of American Cotton 
Flannels are also changing hands. »& glance at 
the Auction details will give the best idea of the 
state of the market. There is scarcely a redeem- 
ing feature in either Cotton or Woullens goods, 


EXPORTS :— 
JAPANESE MARKET. 


Tea—Settlements to date amount to Piculs 
28,500 against piculs 84,40 to the same date last 
year. Copper.—After a considerable period of 
dullness a sudden revival of business was seen, 
due to the adva:ce of home quotations on the 23rd 
and 24th inst. and several large pircels changed 
hand; since then, however, market ha; fallen into 
its former inactivity. Holders are again well 
supplied with contracts and therefore are not 
inclined to make concessions. Fish Oil.—Prices 
experienced a considerable advance owing to 
large transactions for export. Rica. —The weather 
being very favourable to the growing crop, there 
seems to be every indication of a good harvest, 
which has given an easier tone to the market, and 
prices are declining. Cotton Yarn.—The prices 
on the market Bourse shuw a decline whilst mill 
quotations are firmer. For expor: there is no 
enquiry at present rates. Vegetable Wax. 
—Neglected, prices weak. Matting.—Situation 
unchanged, Stocks of desirable quality scarce. 
‘The new rush is already being taken in, and is 
reported to be very good. Straw Braid.—A little 
less demand was noticeable for this during the 
past fortnight, although prices were well main- 
tained. Chip Braid.—Further enquiries have 
been received and quotations have hardened in 
conseyuence. 


CAMPHOR. 


HoncKone 16th August :—The above market is 
at a standstill, and prices remain as last quoted. 


Tohacco,—Nothing doing. 


[Augnst 16, 1909. 
TRA. 


| Foocnow, 6th August.—The following settle- 


ments have taken place during the week -~ 
Congous.—2,990 half-chests, Souchongs.—1,975 
half-chests, Scented Teas.—990 boxes, Flowery 
Pekoes.—133 cheste. 

The Tea Export from commencemont of Season 


ty date has been :— Total lbs, 
ANUSEEIU. rc slak covet cdae cdeeat ies teens 392,813 
Franté vidi ch disse i dsetavess 479,560 
Germany .........6 sites Seen eeoaretanas 1,808,127 
Holland ...... ideo se relade cRaleweys cere 695,434 
Bondon: .”. 4s. sassedcsseec sewed towedoneeg 2,277,690 
RUssif vccccccsodeascoosdt ceaswacsteneaaes 166,680 
Other Countries..........0...-cc cece 261,875 
South America ......cce.cceeeeeeeeee = £7,288 
Suatralia & No Zi oo. ceece eens eens 294,897 
U.S. & Canada ........... sageaicesss 689,220 
South AFPrICA voc... ccccecceeeeneee eaters 1,104 
Coastwise Southward .............55 37,131 
Coastwise Northward .........-..... 274,514 
Total Shipments.............00csseeeeee 7,296,083 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORT. 


Messrs Arnhold, Karberg & Co.’s Fortnightly 
Produce Circular, Dated Shanghai, 30th July.— 
Gallnuts.—A sinall business in new seasons Gall- 
nuts has been done, Cowhides.—Season closed. 
Feathers.— Market 


quiet. Cotten.—Too early to procure offers. 


Tallow.—Market firm and enquiry small. Wood 


Oil.—Is in demand and prices keep strong. 
Sesamumsecd.—Reports ahout the new crop are 
satisfactory. Straw Braid—Calm all round. 
Goatskin Rugs.—A fair business has. been tran- 
scacted at Tientsin. Wool. —Shéeps. — The 
demand is brisk wih little offering. 


HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS. 


Honoxona, 13th August 1909.—Our market 
continues dull with no special features to report. 
Rates remain steady but in the absence of bu- 
sinesssomewhat inclined toweakness. Exchange 
on London T/T, Is. 843d. on Shanghai 74. 

Banxs, — Hongkong and Shanghais with a 
further demand have improved to $1080 with 
sales. while the London rate has gone up to £95. 
At the close sellers rule the market at $1030. 
Nationals have advanced to 65 without sales: 

Martins INsvrRaNce.—Unions remain un- 
changed at 840 without business closing with 
sellers. Cantons are reported to have been 
aold at 190. North Chinas changed hands at 
Tls. 120 and cloga steady at that. Other stooks 
under this heading call for no comment. — 

, Fire InsurANCES.—Hongkongs are in de- 


‘mand at 345 but we have heard of no sales, 


Chinas have been planed at 115 closing steady. 
Surppina.—Hongkong, Canton aud Macaos 
have ruled weak and sellers at 31} ex the div. 
of $1} paid on the 10th inst, have mot with no 
response. At time of writing a ssle has been 
made at 314, the market closing with buyers at 
the latter and sellers at the former-rate. 
Indos have been: placed to the North at Tis. 48 
and close rather firmer with feported sales in 
the North at 45. Star Ferrys (Old) bave found 
buyers at 26, Shélis are in strong demand at 73/ 


appear to be available, China and Manailas are 
entirely neglected. ; 
REFINERIES.—Chins Sugars in the early 
part of the week deciined to 140 but some’ fair 
scales were effected at that rate, (owards the 
close however on the report that no interim 
dividend would be paid, the market weakened 
and at time of closing sales have been mide at 
139 for the end of the month and sellers . 128 
cash rule the market. Luzons have improved 
after sales at 184 and 19, to 20 with buyers. 
Docks, WHARVES AND Gopvowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks continue stead 
with small sales at 61 and 62, closing at the 
latter rate. Kowloon Wherfs after several sales 
and a firm market »t 60 close weaker with sellers 
at that rate. Shanghai Docks remain about the 
sameinthe North at 70. Hongkew Wharfs after 
touching 150 close at 145. This Company has 


Lanps, HoTELs AND Buripines.—Hong- 
kong Lands continue steady with buyers at 
1024 and no sales to report. West Points have 
found further buyers at 44 and Homphreys at 
93.1 Hotels continue in demand at quotations bat 
no sales are reported. Shanghai Lands have 
improved to 119. 

Corron MILLS.—Ewos have slightly sdv- 
anced to 135. Internationals and Laou Kung 


———— 
4 

f 

} 


but we have heard of no sales avd no shares. 


mice te egemen eee a nana eeee ene nereeemnng memes senrrnaeanne» Ope ~ 


declared an interim dividend of ‘fls. 3 per sbare.: 


Angust 16, 1909.] 


Mowe are lower at 894 and 108 respectivaly, 
Soychees show an improvment at 422, Hong- 
kongs remain Heer with sellers at 8. 


RUBBERS.— 


A good demand atill exists and a 


fair business has been transacted. The follow- 


ing business bas been 
Shelfords, at 28/ to30/6, A 


put through locally. 
nglo-Malays at £7.13, 


Castlefields (17/6) at 39/ to 41;, Ragalas at $30, 
(Straits currency) and later at 264 Sapons have 
at ruled weaker and sales have been made £1. 


MI8SCELLANEOUS.— 


Bells Asbestos are quoted 


at 94 ex div of 15% Chica Provs have changed 
hands at the slightly advanced rate of 9.65, 
Cements at 8.80 lees at 1924 Union Water 


Boats at 11 and 
have improved to 1010, 


ina Lights at 6.60 Langkats 


Nothing else under 


this beading calls for comment. 
\ (Juotatious are a8 follows :— 


Stocks 
i 


' 
{Pain ur. 


QUOTATIONS 


| 
Banks— : 


Hongkong & S’hai.. ‘ 
Nafional B. of ¢ re 
Bell’s AshestorE. A.. 


China-Borneo Co....... ; 


V £95 
£6 305, buyers 
12/6. 
$12 ‘S134, sales 
China Light & P. God a I¥6. GO, sellers 
China Provident ee 
Cotton Mills— 


( $1,08q, sal. & sel. 


if9], x.d. buyers 


89.€5 sales & sel. 


Ewo Cotton S. & Ww: Ts. 50 -Tls. 135 
Hongkong C. 8. Ca, Sto 88, sellers 
International ...... Ts. 75 ‘Tle. &9} 
i Laou Kung Mow . “las. lose ‘Ts, 108 
: Soychea ....cccenee Ts. 5 500 ‘Ts. 415 
Dairy Farm Co.......... ‘ 86 '$16}, buyers 


Docks & Wharves— 
H.& K. Wharf & G., 
H.& W. Dock ...... ‘ 
New Amoy Dock... 
Shanghai Dock and Jijy_ 
Eng. Co., Ld ....... 
S’hai & H. Wharf... 
Fenwick & Co., Gieo...; 
G. Island Cement Co | 
Hongkong & C. Gas...! 
Hongkong Electric. 


Hongkong Hotel C. 


Hongkong Ice Coa 
R’kong Rope M,C... 


[nsurances— | 
. Canton 


China T'raders 

Hongkong Fire 
North China 
Union 


Land and Buildings— 
H’kong Land Invest. 
Humphrey’s Estate 
Kowloon Land & B. 
Shanghai Land...... 
WestPoint Building 


Ls, 


Hone m eae careennee 


Peak TramwaysCo.,Ld 
Philippine Co., Ld...... 


Refineries — 
China Sugar 
Luzon Sugmr......... 

Robinson Piano Co. ... 


Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas graeme 
H., Canton & M. 
Indo-China S, N. Co. 
Shell ansiart Co. 
Star Ferry......... 

South China M Post... 


Steam Laundry Co..... 
Stores& Dispencaries— 
Campbell, M& Co... 
Wo. Powell, Ld. ... 
Watkins, Ld.......... 
Watson & Co., A. 
Weissmann, Ld....... 


United Asbestus : 
Union WaterboatCo... 


i 


( 


‘T's. 


$50 :¥60, sales & sel. 


sellers 


100 Ts. 79 
LJ1-. 1 


s11,s ers 
38.80, sellers 


lua 
$25 
310 


£10 2210, sales & buy, 


Sle 
£50 


s2dd, buyers 
z7k Cold) buy, 
ttt, buyers 
S1U24, sale 


xe 


a 
” 
2 
2 
lu 82h, 


ANS 


i) 
i) 
1 


-eLlers 


SLU, sales 
Si lo, sales 
242, buyers 
£345, buyers 

£5 Vis. 120, “eal, & : 
Slan s840, sales & sel 
ISV95 


‘PSs 


$100 ‘$1024, sales& buy. 
$lo ‘299, sales & sel. 
&3y S380 


T1s.59 ‘Ts. 1E8 


Siu S44 


g— 
S. F. des C. du T’kin} Fr. 250 ‘8625, buyers 


lud. S84, sellers 
$10 3143 

$1 i#13 

Slu 138 


$100 | 13188, sellera 
$100 \320, buyers 
$50 ibe sellers 


B26 ‘$10, sellers 
$50 $36 
$15 S313, x.d. sales 
£5 ( 341, sellers 
aa S19, sellers 
73 f- 
& 826, sales 


Sy ok 
we 
has are 


oa 
ate 


$10 $12 
87. 4, seller: 
$10.35, sellers 
&ly &8.40, seller 
Siu '*150, buyers 
Si $12.40 
$tu $300 
flu $11, sales 


VERNON & SMYTH," Brokers. 


~d sel. 


| 


a Re i 


Gg 
: 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


SPRANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


Company. 


linuks:— 


oth August, 1909, 


—s 


Paip up) QVoTaTian, 


HBongkong & Shai... $125 $1,050, buyers 
National of ( hina... AU p50, sales 
Rasso-Chinese oo... } se } Ts. 124 
[usurance :— . 
Union Society C'ton: $100 3830, buyers 
North-China ..... 0... “£5 Tis. 116, buyers 
Yangtsze Assuco. .. $60 §285, buyers 
CABLON Fase Ko aes : $50. $145, sellers 
Honekony Fire... 2 $50 1 8345, buyers 
China Fire.......0... ! $2u | $116 buyers 
Shipping :— | : 
Indo - china { FF Aa \ £5 Ts. 43, buyers 
Shell ‘rans. (ord.; +. £1 70/-, ex div 

& Vrading Upref. { £10 0 § £0.10.0 
S'hai ‘ug & ford. ) T50 ° «Ts, 46, sales 

Lichter ... { pref. ) 1 ‘T1s. 53, sales _ 
Taku Tuy & Lighter 50 , ‘Ts. 45, buyers 
Kechicu lransport-! ; 

ation & Tow Boat THO 1 Tis. 50, sales 

Docks & Wharves:— | i 
Shai Dock & Eng...  T100 | Tis. 7%, sellers 
H. & W. Dock .. 0.) $50. 862, sellers 
S.& Wikew Wharf... ‘brgo0 0 Tls. 149, sales 
H, K’loon W. & Gi $0 | $57, buyers 
Yanytsze wc... , Tico: Ts, 205, sales 
Sugar Companies :— 
Perak Cultivation... Tag ‘Ts 285, sales 
China Refining...... $100 , $140, sules 
Mining :— 
Raub Australian ...i £1 $3}, sellers 
Chinese Eng. & Min.' £1 Tis. 1s} 
Lands:— \ 
Shai Investment .! 9 ‘T50 | ‘Ils. 118, buyers 
HWkong Investuent’ $100 ' $107, sales 
Humphreys’ Estate( S100 $43, buyers 
Weihei Wel. Te0 Ts. 0 
CIDA Si esses oer en: ' AO | ‘Pls. 50 
Anglo-French ...... Tiga | Vis. 105, sales 
Cotton :— 
Ewe... fe stiass Tag Ts. 135, buyers 
International ...... 175 Tosad, sal s 
Laou Kung Mow... 9 ‘P1GO Ths. JS, buyers 
Soy Chee oo. ce. hea Ths, £10, stles, 
HC SWODC Ld, S10 ‘Ts. 84, sellers 
Industrial :— 
Shanghai Gas... \ pau Ths. 108, buyers 
Major brothers... ‘ tor Tis. 623 
Shanehai Ice... Tz25  JTIs. 164, sales 
Cc ‘hina Flour Mill. Tao ‘Ts. +l ; 
S'hai Pulp & Pape ar Mao Ts. 35, sellers 
Green is, Cement....| S10. $i, sales 
Shanghai Cotton Jel T5909 Tis. 824, sellers 
Maatschappij, ke. 

in Langkat......... :Gslud Tis. 995 
Shanghai - Sumatra| 

Tabaeeo ............ T2u Ts. 145, sales 
Dominion Rubbers. T6 ‘Ts. 124, sales 
S’hai Waterworks... £205 Ts. 425 
Anglo-Ger. Brewery] $1u0 879 
A. Butler Cement, 

Tile Works .. ... T5900) Tis. 20 
Kalumpone Rubber T5000 Tis. S74. sellers 
S. Rher Estatea...f T10g ‘THs. 270, sales 
T. R. & T. Estate Co. £1 Tis 17.60, sales 
Eastern Fibre ...... tly ‘Ts. lo 
Shanghai Electric 

Constructiun .. £10 | £6.00, buyers 

Miscellaneous :— . 
Hall & Holtz......... $29 © 822}, sales 
A. Llewellyn ......... $60 865 
A. S. Watson & Co. $190  &&}, buyers 
Central Or:linary ... R15 $17, sales 
Central Founders... $15 $00, buyers 
S, Moutrie & Co.... $50 , $423 
Weeks & Co. 00.2... dy $27, buyers 
Astor Hause Hotel g25 | $18, sales 
Hongkong Hotel Co. sag &70, sel. ex div. 
Hotel des Colonies} T12.50 Ts. 5} 
Tsingtao Hotel ...... sia) Tis 75, sales 
Lane,Crawford&Caj $100 $165 
Dunning & Co....... $50 $35 
S'hai Horse Bazar... T50 ‘Tis. 55, eales 
S‘hai Mereury ...... Tso ‘1s. 40 
Shai Mutual Tele} .T50 Tis. 6f, buyers 
China Im. & Ex. ‘ 

Lumber ........06.. Ticu Tis. 75 
Shanghai Electric &' 

Asbestos ............ { $25 F21 
Daliaz Horse Re-' ; 

pository vee © TFO. Tis. 25 
Printing ! 30 ° Tis. 50 


4. 


Ou Lonnon.— 
Telegraphic Transfer... . 1/843 
Bank Bills,on demand .,, ....... . 1/88 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ aight veeradees 1/843 
Bank Bills at £ months’ sight ..... 1/9 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ........ 1/94 
Documentary Bills, fmouthe eight. 1/9$ 
On Paris — 
Bank Bills, on demand ., ......... 6 6 219 
Credits 4 months’ sight ...... phghestiy 2224 
On GERMANY.— 
On demand ..........5. Satiegeshisadeees 178 
On New YorkK.— 
Bank Bills,ondemaud |... . ....04-..428 
Credits, GF0days’ sight wo... cee reeees 433 
On BomBay.— 
elagrapbio Transfer ........ pavcesenes 131 
Eank, ondemand —o...ee essere seen 1314 
On CAaLcuT a.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 0. 0 .....ceeeeee 131 
Bank on demand oo... cece 1314 
Ox SHANGHAIL— 
Bank, at sight......... cece cece 742 
Private, 30 days’ sight .......0 00.0... 752 
Ox YOKOHAMA.— 
On demand -s....... 66. eee Siateledes B43 
ON MANILA.— , 
On demand .. .....5.. 5 B53 
On SINGAPORE.— 
On demand ....i.c ce eeeee eee ee eeeeee 74h 
On Batavia.—. 
On demand......... 0.0... paghaaccaubes . 1044 
On HaleHoNnG.— : 
On demand ....cceeeeeeser ee IF p.c. pM 
On SAIcoN.— 
On demand oo. cies ccecess ee weeeeeees 9 p.c. pm 
On Bancxox.— s. 
On demand . ie cous BIG 
| SvEREFAYS, Pank's. el, ie Tg ae $11.45 
Gceup Lear 10) fine, Be taul .. 85980 
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Meaera J. P. Bisvet & Co. .. in their ‘Bhare R yport 


for the woek ending Sth August, 


mark 


smal! 


state :—The 
continues very quiet. with a very 
volume of business passing. Owing to 


et 


the bank holidays the stock exchange cloged on 


Aug 


2, 32d, 


ist 2and 3. Telegraphic Transfer on London 


Hanke.—Honogkong Banks have continued 


in atrong demand all week with no shares offering, 


and 
huye 
took 
Pref. 
Shan 
heen 


no transactions recorded. There are now 
rs at $1,0+l. Shipping.—Indo-Chinas. Sales 
place on July 80, Ords. at Tia. 44 for Sept. 
at 4G.0on 4th. There are now sellers at 46. 
hai and Hongkew Wharves.—Sales have 

done on the 4th and Sth at 150, 151 Sept., | 


closing at 148 cash buyers, and Sept. sellers 150 
Shanghai Docks.—1! usiness was done on the 5th 


at 79 Sept, 


Sugars and Mining—As in the case 


of last week, no “snles have been reported in these 


stocks. 


30th 
118. 


Land.—Shanghai Lands were sold on the 
at 118, and the market closed with buyers at 
Industrial.—Cottons. Shanghai Cottons 


have been done at &24 cash on the 4th. 


A 


dividend has been declared cf 15 per cent on the 


paid up capital payable Aug. 16. Ewos. 


Shares 


have changed hands at 137 and 137} for Sept. 
on the 30th and th. Laou Kung-Mows. Sales are 
repo:ted onthe 30th at 111 sept. Internationals, 
Sales were effected on the 5th at 89} cash. Soychees. 


There were sales at 


410 for cash on the 5th. 


Shanvhai Sumatras. Sales took place during the 
week as fullows:—30th 1574 September, Sth 146 


cash. 


sellers. Kubhers, Tehbongs. 


Closing at sellers 150 cash and 152; Sept. 
A fair business has 


been dene aa follows: -On the 30th and 31st 18 
cash and Sept., and on the 5th at 17.60, closing 


atl? 


cash. 
for 


Miscellane ous.— Stores. 


Tramiw ays. 


with sellers at that rate (ex div.) 


\ominions. 


Saleson the 4th at Tls. 13, closing with sellers 


Senawangs. 
and the market c ntinueg steady at 275. 
hunmpongs. 


No sales have been reported, 


Ka- 


Sales took on the 4th at 187} cash. 


Market closed with sellers at this price, Shang- 


hai Tee Co. 


casi 
sales 


transactions, 
were done at 1,020, and 
Cash, 


3lst and 4th. 
and 


the 30th, 
the Oth 
Telephones 
Bazanra 
30. 


Sales 6-4 Cash on the Sth. 


; EXCHANGE. 


Theie were sales on the 4th at 164 
Langkats—No business has been reported 
but on the 4th and Sth 
1,015 Sept. 
Weeks bave been at 27 
and there are buyers at that price still. 
Sales done at £6/5/0 bearer scrip on 
Astors were placed 
Sth at 19 and 18 respectively. 
Horse 
ned hinds on.the +th and 5th at 
Dehentures.—Sales were effected on the 5th 
at 105 for the 6 per cent. 


on 


Honaxona, August 16th. 


Par SILVEB pe 22 


tree. 


eee cuacepoote AS g 


Le: 
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SHIPPING. 8. Daiji Maru, J apanese'str., for Swatow. 
Eee 8, Eskdale, British str., for Moji. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST maa Aare qo 
_ _ Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
Anmcte oa 8, Kashing, British str., for Haiphong. 
a shi _ ARRIVALS. ; 8, Knivsberg, German str., for Hoihow. 
6 Sona: Italian atr., from Bombay. 8. Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 
, Amigo, German str., from Chefoo. 8, Sikh, British str., for Singapore. 
6, Arratoon Apcar, Br. str. from Calcutta. 8, Totomi Marn, Jap. str., for Singapore. 
2 ee ae atr., oe Francisco. 9. Germania, German str., for Wakamatsu. 
, Changchow, Brit. str., trom Wakamatsn. 10, Arratoon Apcar, Br. str., for Shanghai. 
6, Coblenz, German str., from Kuchinotsu. 10, Chinkiang, British str.. for Shanghai. 
i on Paty neater Sater 10, Haiyang, British str., for Foochow. 
& Dos Her . British str., ee agon. | 10, Hangchow, British str., for Chinkiang. 
6 Gle Britis ae ge “Wa Manila. 10, Hangsang, British str., for Swatow. 

, Glenesk, British str., trom ankow. } 10, Suisang, British str., for Chingwantao. 
6, Glenogle, British str., from Singapore. 4 10, Sungkiang, British str., for Cebu. 
a et ae ania li, Buelow, German str., for Shanghai. 
6 Ke ME ; 7 ee ee ingwantao. 11, Frithjof, Norwegian str., for Hoihow. 

» Kage Maru. Jap. str., from Seattle. 11, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
6, Taming, British str.. from Manila. 11 Jason, British str., for Singapore. 
. Uli a ep, ates ae Kobe. 11, Nanchang, British str., for Tsingtau. 

, Borneo, Ger. str., from Sandakan. 11. Prinz Ludwig, Ger. str., for Europe, &c. 
7, Cyclops. British str., from Manila. 11, Taming, British str., for Manila. 
7, Haifang, British str., from Coast Ports. 12, Anhui, British str., for Shanghai. 
7, Kueichow, British str.. from Tientsin. ! 12, Bujun Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
: pastes ares str., from Haiphong. | 12, Ischia, Italian str., for Singapore. 

, Magallanes, American str... for Manila. 12. Karonea, British str., for Shanghai. 


7, Meefoo, Chinese str., from Shafghai. 

7, Sungkiang, British str., from [oilo. 

8, Bujun Maru. Jap. str.. from Swatow. 

8, Devawongse, German str., from Bangkok 
8, Frithjof, Nor. str., from Hoihow. 

8, Machew, German str., from Bahgkok. 

8, Telemachus, British str.. from Manila. 

8, Tjilatjap, Dutch sty—from Macassar. 

9, Anhui, British str..from Shanghai. | 
9, C. Diedrichsen, Ger. str.. from Hoihow. 
9, Childar Nor. str., from Bangkok. 

9, Karong, Br. str.. from New York. 

9, Singan. British str.. from Haiphong. 

9, Yuensang, British str., from Manila. 

9, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 
10, Antilochus, British str., from Tacoma. 
10, Buelow, Ger. str., from Bremen. 

10, Haimun British str., from Swatow. 

10, Jason, British str., from Japan. 

10, Mandasan Maru, Jap. str., from Miike. 
10, Paoting. British str., from Weihaiwei. 
10, Priam, British str., from ‘Singapore. 


10, Prinz Ludwig, Ger. str.. from Yokohama. . 


x 


11, Borneo, British str., from London. 

11, Chowfa, German str., from Bangkok. 

11, Haiching. British str., from Coast Ports. 
11, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 

11, Kiang Ching, Chi. str., from Chinkiang. 
11, Mathilde, German str., from Swatow. 
11, Yeboshi Maru, Jap. str., from Bombay. 
12, Atlantis, American str.. from Iloilo. 2 
12, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
12, Daigi Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. 

12, Kansu, British str., from Cebn. 

12, Linan, British str.. frou Shanghai. 

12, Lismore, British str., from Barry. 

12, Sambia, German str., from Woosung. 
12, Sardinia, British str., from Yokohama, 
12, Shing Shun, Chinese str., from Kebau. 
13, Aymeric, British str., from Puget Sound. 
13, Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 

13, Haliotis, Dutch str.. from Swatow. 

13, Kwongsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
13, Pitsanulok, German str., from Bangkok. 
13, Sexta, German str., from Amoy. 

13, Spezia, German str., from Hamburg. 

13, Tean, British str., from Manila. 

13, Welsh Prince, British str., from Keelung. 
August:— DEPARTURES. 

6, Bengloe, British str., for Nagasaki. 

6, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 

6, Hitachi Maru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 

6, Keongwai, German str., for Hoihow. 

6, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 

6, Manila, German str., for Saigon. 
6,S8oshu Maru, Japanese str., for - watow. 
6, Yawata Maru, Japanese str., for Manila. 
7, Aldenham, British str., for Shanghai. 

7, Chiys Maru, Jap. str., for Keelung. 

7, Delhi, British str., for Europe, &c. 

7, Erroll, British str., for Manila... 

7, Fooshing, British str., for Ningpo. 

7, Glenesk, British str., for Singapore. 

7, Kumsang, British str , for Singapore. 
7, Kwangtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
7, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 

7, Signal, German str., for Takao. 

8, Banri Maru, apanese str., for Moji.. 


+  § Chenan, British str., for Shanghai. - 


8, Chowtai, German str., for Swatow. 


| 13, Childar, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 


12. Meefoo, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
12, Rajaburi, German str., for Hoihow. 
12, Vienna, British str., for Newcastle. 
13, Borneo, British str., for Shanghai. 


13, Coblenz, German str., for Manila. 

13, Devawongse, German str., for Swatow. 
’ 13, Haiching, British str., for Swatow. 

13, Hanoi, French str., for Q. Chow Wan. 

13, Kueichow, British str., for Swatow. 

13, Mathilde, German str., for Pheumpenh. 

13, Nord, Norwegian str., for Samarang. 

13, Priam, British str., for Shanghai. 

13, Sambia, German str., for Straits. 

13, Singan, British str., for Hoihow. 

13, Yeboshi Maru, Jap. str., for Shanghai. 

13, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 


' 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Meefoo, from Shanghai, Mrs Larren, 
' Per Borneo, from London, Lieut. R. R 
| Rosoman, R.N. 

Per Hatching, from Coast Ports, Messrs 
Adams, Mudie and Grant. 
| Per Heimun, from Swatow, Messrs W. 4. 
Farrell, H. F. Chalkley and J. H. Solman. 
| Per Taming, from Manila, Mr and Mrs 
Lieberg, Messrs Class, McMahon, Sivila, Hoadq, 
| 
| 


Sanders, Soriane, Waite and Curtain.” ; 

Per Arratoon Apear, from Caleutta, ; 
Capt. B. D. Broughton, Capt. G. W.. Wright, 
Messrs J. Tackle and J. H. A. Toeg. 

Per Za firo, 
Master Haynes, 


from Manila, Major Haynes, 
Paymaster J. T. Forwell, u.s.a., 
Paymaster J. S. Bryan, U.S.A. Messrs Mac- 
Donald, W.-B. Shiby, A. Levia, Gartu, J. T. 
G. Martin, H. Shmidt, 
| P. x. Sabert, Chas. B. Rohr and W.S. McKaig. 

Per Asia, from San Francisco, &c., Mr and 
Mrs H.S. Lee, Mr and Mrs W. Marseille, Mrs 
F. M. Hamilton, Mrs George Fuller, Mrs K. 
Spencer. Mrs Ida Bloom and servant, Misses 
Mable Bish and R. Halstead, Capt. A. Lockett, 
Messrs F. D. Pillatt, J. E. Freese and.J. R. de 
A ldecon. : . 

Per Kaga Maru, from Seattle, ‘&c., Mr and 
Mrs (. H. Loeber; Lieut: C. R. Sattesthwaite, 
Messrs L. D. Gregg..A. G. Fraser, Ry A. 
Collins, A. Broerman, W. Smith. F. A. John- 
son, §. J. Ortman, 4. M. Lewis, J. Crookenden, 
K. Takamichi, K. Uezuki, J. de Roza, M. and 
S. Iwasaki. : 

Pet Buelow, for Hongkong, from Southamp- 
ton, Mr and Mrs J. H. Tsan; from Genoa, 
Rev. Father John Scheiermann, Rev. Father 
Franz Neuhaus, Rev. Father H. Wartel. Messrs 
H. Meyaelesy, J. H, Thompson and Chas. D. 
Merton ; from Singapore, Misses J. Murakami 
and J. Jakao, and Mr W. C. Morhane. 

Per Delhi, for Hongkong, from Kobe, Mr 
Versey; from Shanghai, Messrs C. F. Smith 
and R. N: Allana; from Shanghai, for Penang, 
Mr H. Chalkley ; for Singapore, Mr Clayton; 

for Bombay, Miss Lawson ; for Marseilles, Mr 


Gall, W. W. Whistoo, 


|S Poisat; from Yokohama, for Singapore, 


Miss Powell; for Bombay, Mr Lalcacca ; for 
Marseilles, My G. Bowack ; for London, Messrs 
a. J. Johngon, F. McDonald and L. Peck. 


[August 16,.1S09. 


Per Haiyang, from Cosst Ports, Mr Bowns, 
Per Yuengang, from Manila, Mr 8. C. Nason. 


Per Anhdi, from Shanghai, Misses Mors 
and Heise, Dr. Merz, Messrs Sullivan, Luts 
and Madar. ; 

Per Prinz Ludwig, for Hongkong, from 
Yokohama, Mr and Loosted, and Miss A. 
BE. Fitz Henry ; from Kobe, Mr BE. P. Frankl; 
from Nagasaki, Mr T. Kleinpeter ; from Shang- 
hai, Mr and Mrs Hibbs, Mrs Crenstor, Mra 
Emarston Lee, Mrs. Levy, children-and amah, 
Mrs A. Papier, Misses M. Kelle, Hendeison, 
Rey. Father Fleurean, Messrs Beckert, R 
Robinson, R. Parker, R. B. West, L. Robert, 
Y. Havier and child. 


Per Sardinia, from Yokohama, for Penang, 
Mrs Fitzgerald, Misses E. R. Keys, Manro, 
Davies, Wellington and D. McGill; for Singa- 
pore, Mr Roy Smith; for London, Mr and Mrs 
Arnold, Mrs Babty, Misses Romaine. M. 
Gregory, L. Hildroe, E. Edwards, and K, 
Birkbeck, Messrs F. Danby, A. Thomas, Lopez, 
Cowen, Fitzgerald, Stephens, Coyne, Quintrill, 
Frith and H. L. Phillips; for London, from 
Kobe, Messrs W. W. Heath and J. Hewett; 
from Shanghai, Messrs F. Richardson and J. 
C. Ballard. 


DEPARTED. 
Per Buelow, for Shanghai, Misses M. 
Richards and Tydler, essrs.C.G. Gok and F. 


‘Ehrhardt ; for Nagesaki, Mrs. Kishimoto and 
Mr. Kawanoto; for Kobe, Mr. Kaneshima ; for 
Yokohama, Mr. and Mrs. R. Fuhrmann, Mrs. 


| H. Bremer, Mrs. E. C. Richards, Mrs. E. ee 


Miss A. E. Fik, Messrs. F. 8. Odora, Vv. 
Subert and D. Evares. 

Per Cublenz, for Sydney, &c., Mr and Mrs 
Ernst R. V. Bruening, Mr and Mrs C. M. 
Lovsted, Mrs A. Henderson, Miss Mario Keller, 
Peters F.. Neuhaus, Scheiermann and 
Wortel, Messrs Ludwig Beckert, Sebastian 
Felices and 2 daughters, J. P. Grant, Max 
Hirsch, Franz Loricke, H. Meyenberg, Chas. 
D. Morton, C. A. Neff. W. W. Payne and F, 

. H. Thompson. 

Per Yawata Maru, for Australia, &, Mr 
and Mrs J. B. Bell, Mr and Mrs H. P. Strickler, 
Mr and Mrs News, Mr and Mrs Y. Tofuda, 
Mrs J. Deans, Major I. Inouye, Messrs C. 
Hebden, J. H. Strickler, Reissmann, W. «, 
Sellards, Deans, John Wilkinson, C. Kimoto, 
B. Sudo, 8. Weaver, J. J. Dowd, J. F. Nava. 
M. Ross, . Calnen, Wolfenden, 8. Bagaygag, 
2. Kabayama and R. Kobutsuji, 


Per Chiyo Maru, for Keelung, &., Mr and 
Mrs M. Kobayoshai, child and two servants, Dr. 
and Wrs A. J. Cox and two children, Rev. and 
Mrs D. 8. Herrick, Mrs M. J. McLeod, Mrs C. 
K. Dunlop, Mrs M. R. Simpson, Mrs Anna 
‘L. Cummings, Mrs J. C. Hyer, Misses J. 
Creige, Mary Arnold, Sydney Dunlop and 
Herrick, Colonels H. 8. Wallace and W. BE. 
Wilder, Dr. Eugene Talmadge, Messrs Fred 
Boynton, Dwight Whitting, Peter H/ McNellis, 
K. Kondo, L. Lawrenz, L. Fernandez, ‘Rogerio 
Lagman, W. L. Jenkins, J. W. Curten, M. 
McMahon, L. J. K. :ohns, 8. E. Luckseingery 
P. Vega, K. - Tokunaga, T. Nagahana, T. 
Mitsushi-and K. Matsuda. 

Per Prinz Ludwig, for Hamburg, &c., Mr 
aud-Brs J. L. Elliot, Mr and Mrs Gondswaard, 
Mr and Mrs Helm, Mr and Mrs John B. 
Leiberg, Mr and Mrs W. Marseille, Mr and 
Mrs Schoevers, Mr and Mrs Schlichting, Mr 
and Mrs P. R. & Tack, Dr. and Mrs J. van 
Loghem, Mrs Mouti Baldini, Mrs W. ¥. Rivers 
‘Moore, Mrs Yoshida QOuami, Misses von Barfus, 
L. Buttner, Beyerees and Schwester, H. Coenen, 
J. Elliot, F. Elliot, Higford, Kossnetzoff, Mac- 
Leon and Florence Tarrell, His Excellency Mr 
Yang Shoo and servant, Dr. O. Rabberthge, 
Messrs Altschueler, Oberstleutnant von Barfus, 
Butter, H. Bardrick, Wm. T. Bardrick, Jr., 
Vizefeldwebel Barth, Wm. H. Bardrick, E. M. 
L'Engle, Leon Feval, Lugoamani Giovanni, 
Vizefeldwebel Grosse, R. 8. Hardy, Junger, 
Kitamura, P. Kracke, R. B. Levien, H. G. A. 
Leveson, Pelzer, W. R. Richardson, Martin 
Stockmer, C. A. v. d. Sandt, H. Th. Swerissen, 
J. Tani, Totatee and G. J. J. Valetta. 


Printed and published by Bertram Avausrvs 
Hack, for the Concerned, at 10a, Des Vaux 
Road Central, City of Victoria, Hongkoag. 
London Uffice, 131, Fleet Street, ¥C. 
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